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Ee ; Mark Lane 


On Tuesday, July 21, 1964, a fifth confidential 
source and a sixth confidential source attended Mark 
Lane f s lecture at Theatre Four, New York City* Both 
sources furnished information concerning this lecture, 
the content of which was substantially the same as 
furnished by the first confidential source. 

In addition, the fifth confidential source advised 
that on July 21, 1964, Lane made the statement that there 
were six witnesses in Dallas, Texas, who had not been 
questioned by the FBI, the Secret Service or the Dallas 
Police Department* Lane continued that he would be 
returning to Dallas soon himself to continue his inves- 
tigation* 


On July 21, 1964, the sixth confidential source 
stated that when introducing Lane on that date, Deirdre 
Griswold identified herself as the National Director of 
the OCX, 

During the quest ion-and- answer period Lane 
discussed "new facts" received by his investigators from 
James Markham, the son of Helen Markham* According to 
this source, it was indicated that Lane had learned from 
James Markham that Helen Markham was possibly a psycho- 
pathic liar* 

This source further stated that near the conclusion 
of the meeting Lane announced that in November, 1964, there 
would be a conference in London, England, of all CGIs 
throughout the world on the Oswald case* Ha stated this 
conference would be attended by such notables as the 
French author Jean- Paul Sartre and the famous Dr* Albert 
Schweitser* 

On Thursday, July 23, 1964, a seventh confidential 
source furnished information concerning the Mark Lane 
lecture given on that date at Theatre Four, New York City, 
the content of which was substantially the same as that 
furnished by the first confidential source* In addition, 

,;:vy:d ay fbwfk task force , 

^ I JM: CONP^MENTIAL 

IN FULL -9- 

RtLEASE IN PART 
_ ^3 TOTAL DENIAL 

cp 


Y 









Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassina 





on: Key Persons Files 





filJG 4 1964 



Hr. Hart Lana 
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He» Tort, Raw York 
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Enclosed Is a copy of a telegram received by the 
Ccmisslcm from Hr* Hark Laos. The Ctsssaiasiou would 
ippruclato your conducting an appropriate investigation 
concerning this mat tsar, including an interview of 
Attorney Hu Ivin Belli regarding the sta tenants In is 
alleged to have made. 

Thank you for your assistance. 


Sincerely yours* 



1* Leo Rankin 
General Counsel 


EPWillens/smh 

8 - 4-64 


cc: Mr. Rankin 
Hr. Willens 
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“Bobby Kennedy 
is the most vicious, 

evil in 

American politics 

today, ’’says lawyer 

Melvin Belli. 


Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 




JULY* AUGUST 1964 VOLUME ON E t ISSUE FOUR 


Editor and Publisher Ralph Ginzburg 

Managing Editor. Warren Boroson 

Art Director .Herb Lubalm 

Research Directo r. Rosemary Latimore 

Circulation Director Richard L. Dunn 

Promotion Director Myra Shomer 


Staff: Rufus Causer, Shoshana Ginzburg, Belle Grice, 
Harry C\ Jackson, Robert Knepper, Robert E. Lee, 
Leonard Lowy, Carol i , Mayfield, Norman Moskouitz, 
Estelle Proce, Sandra Russo, Gerard A. Schneider 


FACT IY FVIH.14HED HI MONTHLY BY FACT V1AGAKIHE. ISC,. 110 WEST 41/TH 
HTMKFT. SEW YORK, loqiH. fittSACRirTlON RATES; ONE YEAR, *Y-iS(jt TWq 

1 r.ARS, 913.00; TJIRFE YEARS. *111.001 FIVE YEAR*. *30,00. FOR SCnsCHllTIONS 
iH.TSIDE UtS, .W D CANADA. AO[J *1.00 POSTAGE PER YEAH; FOH AIK MAIL. ADI> 
*R.oo pehy-tur, ftr«tiLK ixrt’iEy and balk i^ufo (when avaiuuli:, *ua& each 
NOTIFICATION OF CHANCE or ADDRESS sKoinji OR maue one month Rt.tuiti' 
Movmo: EtSTJl.Y ENCLOSE A&DBESS LABEL FfilJM FACT WRAPPUB. 


CBOH 4 FACT WAtrAYINE. INC. ALL RIGHTS RtiMikvKtl OKTIKK BERNE ANTI PAR. 
AMERICAN ODfOlDtR CONVENTIONS, JlF-TOOncCT IOH IN WFOIF OR BAHT wlTH- 
OUT WRITTEN PERMIHSION ts STRICTLY I'H'limUTflft, THAT.] MAICh; r 'FACT'' 
[•ENDING TL-K. PATENT OFFICE. miNTEU IN TKE UXtTEIi STATL'i OV A MERIC A 
IMP. 35-31 REPRINTED RY FEHHIS&TQIf OF WILLIS K1HG31JEY W1NO. C lfifin nr 
rltHRL MSKTON! ft, 97-BT FR01I * REASONABLE DOUBT IIY J.W. EHSUCH. « 
1004 RY J.W. EHRLICH. PIIRJJEIIBD m AHKANGEMENT WITH THE WORLD Ptllc 
L.1S11ING CD-, N.YL APfLtCATIfflS TO MAIL AT 3ECONO.CI.ASi 1‘OTTACE ftATFS 
PENDING AT HEW tOBK. N\Y. 


Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 






Contents 


The Bellicose Mr, BelU. 


By Warren Boroson 

Let's Give Vietnam to the Communists. 

By Sen. Ernest Gruening 

The National Inquirer; **AII (lie News That's Unfit to Print** 

By Robert Anton Wilson 

Dancers in the Dark _ 

By Pierre Berton 

Supposing a Man from Mars Visited the Earth and Got Murdered , 

By Larry W. Bryant 

Lynchings Since i960 

By Ralph Ginzburg 

Of Dopes and Addicts ! 


By J.W. Ehrlich 
The Isle of Levant: Paradise Found 
By Robert Kingstone, M.D, 

New Light on Jesus. 


By David Horowitz 


14 

15 

24 

32 

38 

46 

52 

60 


Guest Illustrator: Ronald Chereskin 






Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 




Records of Ihe John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 


The Bellicose Mr. Belli 


By Warren Boroson 


To some people, he’s a court jester, a publicity-mad pettifogger; 
to others, he’s the only living lawyer fit to wear the mantle of 
Clarence Darrow 


“My best recommendation/’ says lawyer Mel- 
vin M, Belli, “is my enemies.” He has a good 
point. For over 30 years Melvin Belli has been 
mercilessly skinning the fat-cats and scalping the 
big-wigs of American society, and his enemies 
as a result are as formidable as they come — the 
most regal of economic royalists and the most 
princely of princes of the blood. Bclli’s power- 
ful enemies have been instrumental in foisting 
upon the general public a picture of him as a 
court jester, a publicity-mad pettifogger, but 
the plain truth is that Melvin Belli is one of the 
very few genuine people’s lawyers practicing 
today and the one living lawyer most fit to wear 
the mantle once worn by the great Clarence 
Darrow. 

Bel IPs lust for strife is so insatiable that 
he almost makes Ivan the Terrible seem as timid 
as President Eisenhower. Just recently, for 
example, a new name was added to his drop- 
dead list: the U.S, Attorney-General, Robert F. 
Kennedy, brother of the man killed by the man 
killed by the man Belli defended. “Bobby Ken- 
nedy ” Belli says with aplomb, “is the most 
vicious, evil son-of-a- bitch in American politics 
today. He’s been bad ever since college. He’s 
a hypocrite— why, he’s no more concerned with 
getting civil rights for Negroes than the head of 
the American Communist Party, If he thought 
it’d win him votes, he’d see to it that all Negroes 


had to be whitewashed before they could enter 
an all-white school. Sure he wants to be Presi- 
dent, but what he realty wants is to become head 
of the universe. The Pope isn’t safe with that 
little bastard around,” 

Belli and Bobby have never met — their 
only contact has been a series of three letters 
Belli wrote to the Attorney-General about gam- 
bler Mickey Cohen, one of Be lli’s clients. All 
went unanswered. “Hell, l wouldn't write that 
many times to the Archbishop of Canterbury/’ 
says Belli, "He's arrogant, rude, and even igno 
rant of the law. He's the moneyed Little Lord 
Fauntlcroy of government. Every newspaper- 
man knows what he is, and even Johnson can’t 
stand him, but everybody is too scared of the 
son -of-a-b itch. I suppose / can expect a knock on 
Lhe door some night for what I’ve just said, 

“The little tyrant ran roughshod over 
Hoffa, and there are a lot of things Hoffa's done 
1 don't like, but there are some 1 do — he’s done 
a great deal for unionism, he’s built a cohesive 
organization, improved conditions, made the 
Teamsters a power, IF Hoffa has done wrong, 
the law will take care of him — he doesn’t have 
to be persecuted. It just shows that Kennedy 
doesn't respect our democratic processes. 

“Bobby's different from his brother, all 
right. Jack bought lhe Presidency* there’s no 
denying that, but he could have lived it down. 
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Others have, I met him in San Francisco during 
the campaign and 1 was very impressed. An- 
other year and he could have made a magnifi- 
cent President,” 

Bobby Kennedy isn't die only person who 
knows better than to expect a Christmas card 
from Melvin Belli this year. Belli (the name is 
pronounced “Bell-eye,” but he doesn't correct 
anyone who says "Belly”) also speaks bitterly 
of Richard Nixon, coining right out and calling 
him dishonest for pulling strings for industri- 
alist Howard Hughes back in the '50s after 
Hughes had loaned Nixon’s family $205,000, 
And when ! asked him what he thought about 
capital punishment, Belli shot back, ‘Tm against 
it because it doesn't do a damn thing to deter 
crime, only a brutalized community allows it T 
and we have no right to make that ultimate 
judgment. Why. when you listen to the creeps 
who want capital punishment you get the feel- 
ing they want to pull the switch themselves. Now 
that I think of it, though, the main reason V m 
against it . . . is that Dick Nixon is whole- 
heartedly for it.’* 

* * * 

Belli particularly relishes mixing it up with 
someone bigger than he is. Take his running 
feud with that lawyers* social club, the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, For years he's been twit- 
ting the insurance-company lawyers, John 
Birchers, and segregationists who run that or- 
ganization (fittingly enough, his own member- 
ship plaque hangs on his bathroom wall, upside 
down). And now that a few of the A.B.A, king- 
pins are thinking of drumming him out of the 
ranks (ostensibly because of his outburst after 
the Ruby-trial verdict but actually because, em- 
bittered by his abuse, for years and years they've 
been salivating for his scalp), and now that it 
might be smart if Belli cooled it a bit, suddenly 
he*s begun shouting from the rooftops every- 
thing he knows and loathes about the A.B.A. 
"Over the years Fve been at war with the few 
leaders’ of the American Bar Association,” he 
says, “because they want the American lawyer 
to be a conforming, second-rank professional— 
a sort of athletic supporter to insurance com- 
panies and big business. I want the American 


lawyer to be a leader, 

"The American lawyer has lost all his indi- 
viduality, and with his individuality his sense 
of individual conscience, ethics, and courage. 
He*s joined a big firm and now he too has be- 
come big business. The individual lawyer, who 
to me was first and foremost a trial lawyer, has 
become the corporation lawyer, the tax lawyer, 
the accountant lawyer. He's become a ledger 
jockey for corporations seeking to evade pay- 
ment of taxes. 

“In the old days it was to the lawyer, the 
individual lawyer, that the community looked 
for leadership. When there was a Red Cross 
drive, a swimming pool to he built, an emer- 
gency to be met, it was the lawyer who gave 
leadership- — not a banker or an insurance man 
or a businessman, as now. The lawyer was 
something special in his community. He stood 
for integrity as well as individuality, and he 
stood for imagination and courage as well as 
freedom of speech. 

“What's happened to him? He's succumbed 
to American Bar Association-itis, American 
Bar Association presidents on the social circuit 
— after the filet mignon and the pet its fours — 
usually have an inspiring subject for their talks: 
The Defense of Unpopular Causes. Yet these 
same men approve the abolition of law-school 
courses that would actually reach the student 
lawyer how to try an unpopular cause. A.B.A. 
presidents talk eloquently about the lawyer's 
duty to represent his unfortunate brother — 
until it comes time to represent these poor dev- 
ils, the defendant in a child-rape case, a Negro 
in the South, a Communist anywhere in Amer- 
ica, a live Oswald. Then there's the mad 
scramble back to the corporation desks, ac- 
companied by, ‘Sure he's en tilled to the best 
defense, but you defend him — l can't afford to.* 

it's been my bitter complaint against the 
American Bar Association that, since its begin- 
nings, it has not spoken for the individual, the 
grass-roots American lawyer. Instead, it's 
spoken for the corporate cash register, the right- 
wing conservative, the status quo, the fat few, 
those who have against those who have not. 
It has spoken against the old child-labor amend- 
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mem, and until very recently it spoke against 
every forward piece of legislation in Congress. 
Proponents of the return to "McKinley's Amer- 
ica’ had but to call upon the American Bar As- 
sociation whenever they needed a voice against 
progressive legislation. The American Bar As- 
sociation is a rich man’s club, run by insurance 
companies and by insurance companies’ law- 
yers; it does not represent the individual prac- 
titioner* and it docs not stand for the cause of 
justice. It has an ignominious history of fat-cat- 
ism, Jim Crowism, and McKinley ism,” 

* * * 

If Belli is somewhat pained when he thinks of the 
modern American lawyer, he positively retches 
when he thinks of the modern American doctor. 
(The dislike is more than mutual: The name 
Belli is for most physicians synonymous w-ith 
malpractice suits. Belli has tried more malprac- 
tice suits against doctors and hospitals than any 
other lawyer alive, and more successfully, too.) 
What irritates Belli no end is the medical men’s 
conspiracy to protect their buddies whenever one 
of them commits a botch. “It’s a notorious fact 
that you can’t get one doctor to testify against 
another, I don’t care how flagrant the case is. 
Good old Dr. Joe may have come into the oper- 
ating room dead drunk* carrying a rusty knife 
and wearing an old pair of overalls* but as long 
as good old Dr, Joe is a member in good stand- 
ing, no doctor will testify against him. You can 
force a doctor to take the stand as a witness, 
but all you can gel out of him is something like, 
‘Old Joe did have an untoward result in this 
case, buL such things do happen often, and old 
Joe can scarcely be held to account/ 

"The medical profession insists on setting 
itself apart, it tries to make itself immune from 
retaliation for careless and even criminal acts. 
If you ever actually get a doctor to take the 
stand and testify against another doctor, he’ll 
be ostracized for life." 

Another squabble that has noisily dragged 
on down through the years is Melvin M. Held v. 
the Old Holy Grad Insurance Company. In a 
typical year, Belli successfully sues insurance 
companies for over a million dollars — they’re 
the defendants in 9 out of every 10 cases he 


tries. As a personal-injury lawyer, Belli has, 
more than anyone else, led the way in getting 
American judges and juries to give reasonable 
awards to people injured, physically or emo- 
tionally, because of someone else’s negligence — 
those struck down by drunken drivers, those 
who discover a week after an appendectomy 
that the M.D. left a sponge in their insides, 
those who sit down in theater seats (an actual 
case) onto which the previous occupant has 
defecated, those taken ill at cocktail parties 
when they discover (another actual case) that 
the “new” dress they are wearing smells of em- 
balming fluid — because at the last moment it 
was wrenched off a corpse and returned to the 
store. Belli’s brilliant court techniques, relying 
heavily on “demonstrative evidence 1 ’ (the ex- 
hibition of artificial arms, prosthetic hands, 
skeletons, huge photographs of the plaintiff 
after some hideous injury), have been grate- 
fully and profitably imitated by personal-injury 
lawyers throughout the land. And if all this 
weren’t enough. Belli — on his own time — has 
given many, many helpful lectures to personal- 
injury lawyers, written books to guide them, 
and was even the moving spirit behind the for- 
mation of the National Association of Claim- 
ants’ Counsel of America, a lively bunch of law- 
yers who exchange tips on how f to get insurance 
companies to fork over. In brief. Belli is to in- 
surance companies what— well, what Belli is to 
the American medical profession. 

Having dealt the insurance people a few 
staggering blows to the midsection, Melvin Belli 
is now concentrating on roundhouse rights to 
the head. “The trouble with insurance-company 
executives,” he says, “is that they forget that 
the money they have is money they’re holding 
in trust. They forget that the money is the pub- 
lic’s money, given to them by you and by me, to 
protect anyone that you or 1 happen to injure. 
You and I, God knows, don’t want to short- 
change cripples. But the insurance companies 
stupidly think of that money as theirs, and 
they’ll be damned if they’ll give it up without a 
fight. Did you ever try to collect some money 
from a big insurance company? 

“And do you know how much a stock-in- 
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surance company takes out of your premium 
dollar? Half of it. Only half of your dollar goes 
to pay for property damage and personal inju- 
ries. All the rest is eaten up by salesmen, agents, 
brokers in commissions, excessive administra- 
tive expenses, distributions to surplus, and pay- 
ment of dividends.” 

Insurance-company adjusters are as bad as 
their bosses. Belli goes on, and sometimes even 
cruddier. Because they’re underpaid, it galls 
them no end to give someone else what rhey 
regard as a whopping fortune. "They’ll call on 
the plaintiff as lie lies on his bed of pain, slip 
him the glad handshake, a cigar, a box of Band- 
Aids to put on his fractured pelvis, and 29 cents 
in stamps, and get him to sign a release waiving 
all further claims. The poor dumb plaintiff 
doesn’t know what the hell’s coming off. Or 
they make ether settlements. In an ether settle- 
ment, the adjuster waits until the poor bastard 
is just regaining consciousness, and then shoves 
the release and pen at him. (It's only illegal if 
you get him to sign while he’s still uncon- 
scious.)” 

* + * 

For his latest blood-feud Belli has once again 
pitted himself against a tough customer— 
Dallas, Texas. According to a sociologist who 
served some time there recently, Dallas is run 
by an upper-crust that calls itself the Citizens’ 
Council, a happy little oligarchy that knows 
everything it wants is right because it has the 
money and the power to prove it. Other recent 
visitors report that typical denizens of Dallas 
are mean-minded, mean-spirited yahoos, so poi- 
sonousJy ignorant and parochial that they begin 
frothing at the mouth when someone uses a 
word they don't know- (like the psychological 
term “fugue-state,” which so perturbed Ruby’s 
prosecutor, Henry Wade), or when they meet 
up with someone who isn't quite convinced that 
Barry Gold water is the brightest guy around or 
who has doubts that the Golden Age will be 
ushered in as soon as Earl Warren is impeached. 
As for the typical Dallasitc’s chest- thumping 
patriotism, the general impression seems to be 
that he'd vote for Khrushchev for President if 
it would make him some fast dough. Dallas is 


the place where judges read comic books while 
court is in session, where jurors go to sleep while 
experts testify, where the prosecutor refers to 
a defendant as The lew boy” and cutely insinu- 
ates that the defendant’s lawyer is a Red be- 
cause, to quote Mr. Wade, "He writ a book 
about Rooslia” (Belli Looks at Life and Law in 
Russia, by Melvin M. Belli), Maybe it was only 
a trick of fate that Oswald killed Kennedy there, 
hut no other city in America would have been 
so appropriate. A year before the assassination, 
writer John Bain bridge in The Super- Americans 
called Dallas "the murder capital of the world.” 

Belli, having had his own dose of Dallas, 
fired away with a few of his trusty bellistic mis- 
siles, He told the Ruby-trial jury, "Thank you 
for a verdict of bigotry and injustice” — on na* 
tional TV yet. He has publicly berated the city’s 
“dictatorial” Citizens* Council and its “pub- 
licity-conscious” prosecutors, maintained that 
his client was “railroaded,” pointed out that the 
trial Judge, Joe Brantley Brown, is locally 
known as “Necessity” Brown,* and summed up 
his impressions of the biggest city in the great- 
est state in the union this way: “Dallas is a city 
of hate and shame, a rich, oligarchical, fester- 
ing sore.” Somehow the parlor Fascists who run 
Dallas (and most of Texas), the men who hired 
a public-relations man to protect Judge Brown, 
who let everyone know, apparently successfully, 
that they wanted Ruby convicted, and who 
through the plutocratic right-winger H.L. Hunt 
offered Belli $100,000 not to defend Ruby, didn’t 
cotton much to such loose talk. Ever since the 
trial, the beady eyes of Texas have been upon 
Melvin Belli, “After I got back to San Fran- 
cisco,” he says, “I found that my insurance pol- 
icies had been canceled, a book publisher had 
reneged on bringing out my Black Date: Dallas, 
my mortgages were called, my name with- 
drawn from official lists of lawyers, my credit 
was frozen, TV shows and lectures canceled. 
I’m not paranoiac, but it’s those bastards in 
Texas who were behind it. You can’t imagine 
the strength and power of that wicked city of 
Dallas — they’re really vicious down there.” De- 
spite his vast experience with vendettas, Belli 

• “Neccisjiy Lnyws au liw"- fublJlius Syrus. 
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was genuinely awed by the swiftness and the 
authority with which the Dallas multimillion- 
aires had retaliated, and also by a El the hate 
mail he suddenly began getting from down there 
(a rather tame one began, “Dear Rectum"), 
Me w r as, of course, about as intimidated as a bull 
someone has whacked across the head with a 
dandelion. As soon as he found the time, he sat 
down in his San Francisco office, erected a new 
motto on his bulletin board (delenda est 
Dallas*!!), and began furiously and joyously 
completing Black Date: Dallas. “Those stink- 
ing bastards," he promises, "won't know f what 
the hell hit 'em." 

# * * 

JVIelvin Mouron Belli, now age 57, first gave 
the world a hint of his penchant for pugnacity 
when, as a lad of 1 7 growing up in Sonora, Cali- 
fornia, he sued his high-school principal. It was 
a remarkable thing to do, but Belli came from 
remarkable stock: Most of his male relatives 
were doctors, and his grandmother was the first 
lady pharmacist in the history of California. 
The casus belli, as far as the principal was con- 
cerned, was as follows: Belli had. been named 
valedictorian at Stockton High School, but the 
night before he was to deliver his address he 
came down with an attack of drunkenness, and 
the after-effects were such that he was prevented 
from even putting in an appearance the next 
day. The principal, horrified when he heard the 
story, decided to withhold Bdli’s diploma. The 
young man visited a friendly judge for advice, 
slapped the principal with a half-dozen writs, 
replevins, and bench warrants, won his diploma, 
and realized he had been called. 

Probably one w-ould have to probe deeper 
lo discover the origins of Belli’s bellicosity and 
his sympathy for the underdog, but that will 
have to wait for the autobiography he’s writing. 
In any case, he went from high school to the 
University of California at Berkeley and thence 
to law school at California’s Boalt Hall. Even 
in those days he was quite a wheeler-dealer: 
One way he supported himself (his father, an 
investor, had gone broke) w r as by writing away 
for free samples of soap, shaving cream, and 
so on, then selling them to his fraternity broth- 


ers, Belli got his LL.D. in 1933 and began 
working for the government. His assignment: 
snooping on the Okies. He posed as a bum, got 
arrested dozens of times throughout the West 
Coast, and learned what he never learned in law' 
school— that kangaroo courts still exist in these 
United States. 

Gradually Belli built up a thriving law 
practice in L.A. and Frisco, and he did it simply 
because of the shrewd, painstaking, colorful 
way he conducted, and won, his cases. He has 
always scorned the “Boston BJaekstonian in a 
Brooks Brothers suit" type of lawyer, and his 
own courtroom tactics are dramatic, surpriseful, 
imaginative, and occasionally a trifle hammy. 
His tactics have led the press, with wearying 
regularity, to characterize him as “flashy” and 
“flamboyant," two words he has come to loathe, 
“Reporters,” says Belli, somewhat aggrieved, 
“visit me on week-ends at home, when I’m wear- 
ing a flaming red sports shirt and cowboy boots, 
then go back and say Tm bizarre and flamboy- 
ant, Weil, I've never gone to court dressed like 
that, and whatever colorful things Fve done in 
court have been for dramatic interest, to bring 
in adequate awards for my clients. I’ve got as 
much respect for the dignity of the courtroom 
as anyone practicing/' 

Another source of annoyance is that many 
articles about him, even the admiring ones, 
make his court trials resemble scenes from one 
of the early Marx Brothers movies. This is cer- 
tainly unfortunate, but perhaps unavoidable. 
One of his first cases, for instance, involved a 
man named Aviiez, also known as the Black- 
Gloved Rapist, an unpleasant fellow sentenced 
to 400 years in jail. Belli, handling Avilez’s ap- 
peal, was astonished by what his new- client told 
him. “Why, he says the women w’ouid scream 
when he started and get angry when he stopped. 
Some of them would actually assist him in the 
act, then scream and call the cops and carry 
on like mad. Shocking!” Belli's spirited defense 
got the Black-Gloved Rapist's sentence reduced 
to 200 years. 

Then there was the young fellow who, be- 
cause his physician carelessly diagnosed cancer 
of the penis as a harmless old wart, had to be 
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castrated. Belli gave the jury a vivid, unforget- 
table picture of the man's deprivation, pointing 
out that the plaintiff was 27 years old, had a 
life expectancy of 65, and, according to Dr. 
Kinsey, could have been expected to make use 
of his missing organ some 5929 times before 
giving up the ghost. “Ah, ladies and gentlemen 
of the jury/’ Belli sighed, “what value can we 
place on this? Can we place an arbitrary value 
upon a loss so devastating? Can we say that he 
should be awarded one dollar per occasion, or 
five dollars, or , , . ?” His point, made in an un- 
usual way, was unusually effective, for the jury 
came across with $ 1 00 , 000 . 

* • * 

In another case, now a legend, Belli was repre^ 
senting a woman who had tragically lost a leg. 
For a few days he brought into court a long, 
narrow package, about the size of — a leg. It was 
wrapped, ominously enough, in butchers' paper. 
After he had milked the situation for all the 
suspense it had, Belli began unwrapping the 
package^ — slowly, and with evident distaste. To 
everyone's relief it turned out to be only an arti- 
ficial limb. But the jury was properly shaken, and 
had gotten a taste of what a horrible, real thing 
the accident was. Award: $100,000, 

Another time, representing a circus fat 
man who became paralyzed after an auto acci- 
dent, Belli felt it would help his case if he 
hauled the fellow before the jury. Trouble was, 
he weighed 682 pounds (he was so huge diat 
even X-rays couldn't penetrate him). “The logis- 
tics,” says Belli, “were like landing in Oki- 
nawa.” No ambulance was large enough, so the 
fat man was hoisted onto a moving van. At the 
courthouse, another hang-up: The elevator itself 
was too small. Belli was stumped. Then he had 
a bright idea: He rented a crane. “We got the 
crane boom going ” he recalls, “the fellow was 
on the bed, and they had just given the signal 
to raise him up when the insurance adjuster 
raced over and said, ‘Here’s your goddam $10,- 
000 , now- iemme go home. , , / ” 

In another unusual case. Belli brought suit 
against a San Francisco undertaker. It seems 
that Belli's client was a young man who doted 
upon his mother, and when the old lady died 


at 99, her son determined that her body would 
be preserved like the mummies of old. So he 
persuaded an embaimer to do a whiz-bang job 
on her and paid him lots of money. The cm- 
balnier, a rascal if there ever was one, did a 
quick $39,50 job and pocketed the difference. 

Later on, Belli's client began visiting his 
mother at the mausoleum. “I would go out to 
the mausoleum with my wife just to see how 
things were going,” he said, “and we would sit 
around for a while and then go home,” 

After a few months the man got suspi- 
cious. “She was up in a niche in the wall, and I 
noticed a lot of ants and things crawling up the 
wall, so 1 got a -ho id of the man in charge of 
the mausoleum and I said, ‘What’s going on 
here? Is everything all right with mother?’ and 
the guy said, ‘Sure, it's nothing, the ants come 
here because they're attracted by the flowers. 
I'll just spray them,' ” 

Another couple of months went by. Belli’s 
client got increasingly upset. “1 kept seeing more 
and more ants, so one Sunday I said to my wife. 
‘Let’s get mother down from the niche and take 
a look.’ ” 

The court record reads as follows: 

Belli: And so then what? You got the coffin down 
out of the niche, Oid you open It? 

Client: Ikes* Ihc man from the mausoleum was 
there. You only need a screwdriver. 

Belli: What did the man say? 

Client: He kept telling us not to It, ok, that we must 
be crazy. 

Belli; But you opened it anyway? 

Client: Yes, 

Belli: And you looked? 

Client: Yes. 

Belli: And wlmi did you see? 

The cavernous courtroom was absolutely quiet 
No one breathed. The face of the man in Ihe 
witness-box became distorted with horror. Sud- 
denly he let out a shriek so grotesque and blood- 
curdling that the judge turned while, Belli him- 
self leaped back, and everyone else in the 
courtroom shuddered violently. It was minutes 
before the trial could be resumed, and when it 
was all over, Belli’s client was $10,900 richer. 

Even outside of the courtroom Belli man- 
ages to be the life of the party. r n 1957 , for ex . 
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ample, he introduced Professor O'Brien of the 
Harvard Law School to an American Bar Asso- 
ciation convention in Miami, Dr. O'Brien spoke 
on the pitfalls of tax evasion, giving a salty if 
curious speech that ended with the line, “All 
I gotta say is, youse guys better pay your taxes." 
Professor O'Brien was later unmasked as gam- 
bler Mickey Cohen, just out of the pen after 
serving a few years for tax evasion. Needless to 
say, the A.B.A., like Queen Victoria, was not 
amused. 

Partly because Belli goes in for shenani- 
gans of this sort, to many people he doesn’t 
project the knight-on-a-whitc-horse image that 
say, Edward Bennett Williams does. Williams 
would never dream of palming Mickey Cohen 
off as a professor of law, any more than he 
would, as a lark, lead a delegation of tittering 
ladies into Errol Flynn’s bedroom to gaze upon 
the actor sleeping in the nude (Belli did, in 
Paris, and almost lost Flynn's friendship). Bui 
Belli, as a human being, is as full of surprises 
as his courtroom tactics. A man who loves the 
Good Life, crepes suzette, homburgs, and Silver 
Cloud Rolls-Royces, he has spent his career de- 
fending the poor and the helpless. (“Bankers,” 
he explains modestly, “seldom get hit by 
trucks.") A man in a profession notoriously 
sedate and stiff-necked, he is a hard-core Demo- 
crat, a man so impulsive he hardly lets a day go 
by without firing off a poison-pen letter to some- 
one or other, a man breezily accustomed to de- 
livering such slanderous asides as, “■ 's 

such a lousy lawyer he couldn't get an Arch- 
bishop off for overparking on Christmas Eve.” 
He may be a prankster and even the S. Hurok 
of the legal profession, but Belli is also one of 
the great lawyers of our time. He has written 
no fewer than 29 lawbooks, including Modern 
Trials and Modern Damages (in six volumes). 
So That’s the Law, The Adequate Reward and 
Demonstrative Evidence, Trial and Tort 
T rends. Life and Law in Japan, Tort and Trial 
Yearbook, Criminal and Medical Yearbook, 
and Modern Trials r this last a work universally 
accepted as a modern legal classic. In his 30 
years before the bar, he has lectured to medical 
societies, law schools, and groups of lawyers in 


45 states. His knowledge of medicine is extra- 
ordinary, even in this day of forensic medicine, 
and frequently he is called in just to shake the 
testimony of some medical specialist (physi- 
cians on the witness stand wifi argue with him, 
“Yes, doctor, but on the other hand ,.."). Dur- 
ing his long career Belli has defended such 
people as Caryl Chessman, Ferdinand Demara 
{“The Great Impostor”), Errol Flynn, Ann Jeff- 
reys, Maureen Connolly, Mickey Cohen, and 
Mae West, and just a few months ago he won 
a whopping $924,393 for the widow and child 
of pianist William Kapcil killed in an air crash 
in 1953. Before the Ruby trial (and this will 
surprise many people) Belli had defended over 
100 other murderers. More than 100 times he 
has gotten awards of over $100,000 for clients 
injured negligently, a record no other lawyer 
even approaches. His most historic case was a 
personal-injury' suit he handled back in 1947. 
Representing the family of a fireman turned into 
a vegetable when his fire engine was rammed 
by a truck, Belli went all out to show that the 
fire engine's siren must have been audible to the 
offending truck-driver, putting 29 witnesses who 
had heard the siren on the stand and pinpointing 
their exact whereabouts on a huge aerial map. 
Up to then, typical awards in such cases were 
$20,000 or so, Melvin Belli was the man who 
brought in the utterly flabbergasting figure of 
$225,000. That case was one of the most im- 
portant in the annals of American law, and by 
comparison it makes the trial of Jack Ruby pid- 
dling and inconsequential 
* * * 

Melvin Belli has made many enemies and 
aroused lots of envy, but there is no denying 
that he ranks with Mike Fallon, Clarence Har- 
row', and Sam Leibowitz as one of the very 
greatest of American trial lawyers. Judge 
Theresa Merkle of the San Francisco Superior 
Court has said of him, “He is the best trial law- 
yer 1 have ever seen," and others who have gone 
on the record in appreciation of his ability and 
his achievements include William Prosser, 
former dean of the University of California Law r 
School the late Roscoe Pound of the Har- 
vard Law School Judge Michael A. Musmanno 
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of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, and Iasi, 
and least, Judge Joe Brantley Brown of Dallas, 
who has been quoted as saying, 'This is the 
most brilliant lawyer that ever came into my 
courtroom/' Indicative of the absolute adora- 
tion in which some people hold him is this letter 
he received some time ago from a lawyer in 
Minneapolis: 

Dear Mr. Ikllii 

■ , , I wan t tu take this opportunity of thanking you 
personally for all that you have done for the lawyers of 
this country. I don’t know when I have ever heard of an 
individual like you who has taken the time away from his 
own business and spent a year traveling around the coun- 
try speaking before the universities and bar associations* 
educating the lawyers in how to o Ida in fair* honest, just 
results for men who arc injured and widows who have 
lost their husbands. 1 sometimes wonder whether the 
plaint UTs' lawyers throughout the country have paused 
Jong enough to think of the great job you have done, and 
if they really appreciate the tremendous task you have 
performed in the interest of the injured man and the 
lawyers who represent these unfortunate individuals, who 
through no fault of their own have become bankrupt* I 
personally feel that you have done more good than any 
other lawyer I know of. 

* * m 

For people living on the Coast, this rehearsal 
of Belii’s background is probably somewhat 
familiar. There Melvin Belli is a celebrity* 
Everyone knows about his three marriages and 
two divorces, everyone knows he keeps a skele- 
ton in his office named Elmer, everyone knows 
that it was he who said* apropos of his efforts 
to get a divorce for Barbara Hutton and Prince 
Troubetzkoy, "It’s practically settled — only a 
few million dollars is keeping them from being 
apart,” Back East, though, hardly anyone had 
even heard of him before the Ruby trial. In fact, 
today the first question any Easterner asks him 
is, “Did Oswald really kill Kennedy?” The first 
question a West Coaster asks is, “Where's your 
next trial? I want to be there ” 

As an Easterner, I questioned him almost 
exclusively about the Ruby trial when I saw 
him a few weeks ago in New' York. He was 
staying at the Americana Hotel, and I had tele- 
phoned him for an interview. It was 2 in the 
afternoon when I could see him, but he was still 
in his pajamas, the remains of a lavish breakfast 


— the kind you see in Doris Day- Rock Hudson 
movies — lying on the table* and on a nearby 
bureau, stuffed with papers, a red-velvet brief- 
case. Once he had leafed through an issue of 
Fact he agreed to co-operate with a story, 
though when I eagerly pointed out that this 
article would give him national publicity, he 
gave me a scornful look and boomed* Tve had 
far too much national publicity already ” Dip- 
lomatically, he added, “Actually, most of the 
press has been fair, very fair.” 1 called to his 
attention the snide things Time had said. “Yes, 
well the editors of Time were fair, but their 
bastard in Dallas hated me* And T hated him.” 

in person Belli is not the overweight owl 
he appears to be in his photographs. He is, in 
fact, quite tall, as graceful and as athletically 
built as a first-baseman, and extraordinarily 
handsome. His speaking voice is magnificent, as 
delightful to listen to as the late Leonard War- 
ren's singing (which it resembles), and he 
radiates charm, confidence, and happiness m 
being alive* Female jurors, I suddenly recalled, 
have occasionally complained to judges after 
a trial that Belli had “hypnotized” them into 
siding with his client. 

We agreed to continue our chat the follow- 
ing day, at John F> Kennedy Airport before he 
took off for San Francisco, and overnight 1 
boned up on his background and prepared a 
list of questions. The next day he arrived at the 
airport a few minutes after I did, and I watched 
as the porters carried out his red- velvet luggage, 
slyly glancing at the name-tags. Belli and I 
spent about hall an hour together, I jogging 
after him scrawling down everything he said, 
he striding along buying papers, checking the 
schedules, and ogling the airline stewardesses* 

My first question was, “Would you have 
defended Oswald?” “Of course I would have, 
otherwise I would have had to hand in my 
shingle. Fin to hire to anyone *” 

Why did he take on Ruby as a client? “I 
was eager to take on the Ruby case because 1 
believed then, and I know now, that Jack Ruby 
is a sick man, and I thought I could do some- 
thing for him, for psychiatry, for law, for 
tolerance. The Rubys promised me a fee of 
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$100,000, but the only thing I came out of that 
trial with was a stack of bills the Rubys left, 
their checks marked "insufficient funds/ and the 
knowledge that our good common law can still 
be raped in some American cities, I didn’t re- 
ceive one cent in fees from them, and I don’t 
suppose HI ask for anything now, though I will 
submit a brief for the appeal. They can throw 
it in the wastebasket if they want to. Of course 
I don’t blame them for getting another lawyer— 
I couldn’t stay in Dallas after the trial, or any- 
where in Texas. But I would do today exactly 
what I did then. 

“Because I was present and learned first- 
hand what went on in Dallas from the time our 
President was assassinated until that Dallas jury 
returned its verdict against Jack Ruby, I cried 
out that the jury was bigoted— not from hear- 
say, but because I am the father of 5 children 
and I am in fear for my law, and for my coun- 
try, because of Ihe sickness and hate I saw in 
Dallas, 

“When Clarence Harrow tried the Scopes 
case and a guilty verdict was announced, he too 
cried out such exact words as "bigot/ "hypocrite/ 
and "narrow-minded/ Samuel Leibowitz w r ent to 
Alabama to try the Scottsboro case and "rail- 
road 1 was just one of the words he used to 
castigate the jury. He spoke of the jurors look- 
ing like frogs sitting on a log, their thin cruel 
lips stained with tobacco juice. * , / Supreme 
Court Justice Felix Frankfurter cried our 
against the jury and the judge in the Sacco- 
Vanzetii case, and with far more vitriol and 
vehemence than my remarks against a more 
bigoted set-up in Dallas, 

“The president of the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, Waiter Craig, said I was guilty of 'un- 
ethical conduct’ as a lawyer because 1 publicly 
denounced the Dallas jury on national television. 
But he spoke for no one but himself— he had no 
right to speak as the president of the A.B.A,, 
and he hadn’t consulted with any committees. 
He didn’t tell the news media when he called his 
ex parte news conference that he and I have had 
personal animosities throughout the years. And 
where was he when the Dallas prosecutor said 
on TV, about Oswald, 'Oswald is the guilty man, 


there is no doubt about it, and we are going to 
fry him’?” 

I questioned him about Ruby’s future, and 
about the trial. ""Ruby very early gave signs of 
being psychotic, and anyone who wanted to see 
it could have. There’s no question now — he’s 
deteriorated. He’s tried to insert his finger in a 
light-bulb socket, he’s tried to bash his head 
against a wall Everyone knows his conviction 
will be reversed on appeal, automatically, and 
they're all embarrassed as hell down there — 
they’d all like to shove it under the rug. Dallas 
is worse as a hate city now than it was at the 
time of Kennedy’s assassination. 

* * * 

resident Kennedy had been warned against 
going to Dallas by Adlai Stevenson, who’d been 
spat upon and hit over Ihe head with a sign 
there. President Johnson and his wife were spat 
upon while entering the Adolphus Hotel. We 
knew from the moment that the Ruby case was 
assigned to be tried in Dallas that, if it were to 
be kept there, we'd lose our case in the trial 
court. Wc knew that it’d have to be reversed up- 
stairs on appeal, then transferred to another 
county; 

“But we had no conception then of the 
magnitude of the errors, of the prejudice we’d 
meet during this trial. It was a mockery and a 
kangaroo court. Something wc didn’t know 
when w'e came to Dallas to move for a change 
of venue was that Judge Brown had made up 
his mind, and had so reported, that the case 
couldn’t be transferred from Dallas. We were 
allowed to go through 3 horrible weeks in futile 
gestures moving for a change of venue. After 
that, we were refused an opening statement. 
We were refused the right to see impeaching 
statements (There’s a Dallas ordinance against 
it’). The judge looked unabashedly to the 
prosecution for his rulings, and sustained each 
and every one of the state’s motions — without 
even listening to them or even understanding 
them. They actually had signals going between 
them! 

“Judge Brown at one point appointed an 
‘impartial medical examiner.’ Wc submitted our 
client for an "impartial medical examination/ 
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When the results were found to be abnormal , 
the D.A. leaked a story to the press that the re- 
sults were normal. The judge then called us into 
chambers and locked the report in his desk 
drawer. He threatened us with contempt of court 
if we told the true story, and the true findings 
and conclusions of his impartial expert. Later, 
in open court, the judge disowned his own im- 
partial expert! 

“And another time, when I cited authorities 
showing that the case was a bailable one, some 
15 of them, I was advised by the court that 
these were not in point — because They’re nigger 
killings.’ 

“The Texas law that forbids any statement 
made by a prisoner (unless in writing) after his 
arrest was completely ignored by His Honor. 
The principal state’s witness was a Sergeant 
Dean, who was in charge of security — that’s a 
laugh — at the time of the Oswald shooting. He 
was allowed to testify as to statements allegedly 
made by Jack Ruby at least a half-hour after 
Ruby’s arrest. It’s interesting that Sergeant Dean 
later complained to his Chief of Police that the 
F.B.I. had accused him of lying. And if he was 
lying, it’s not hard to figure out why. 

“In picking this jury, by the way, we ex- 
ercised all of our pre-emptory challenges, and 
we were given 3 extra by the court. This jury 
was thrust down our throats. Of some 178 talis- 
men, there were only two Jews, two Negroes, 
and two Catholics. The rest were white Protes- 
tants. One of them had as her nephew the police- 
man who regularly does the TV show for the 
Dallas Police Department. And she knew her 
police department, all right — she waved to the 
principal police witness w'hile he was on the 
stand! Our challenge to her for cause was dis- 
allowed. By this time, we were out of pre- 
emptory challenges. 

“One juror, and this was told to Judge 
Brown by a reporter on the Dallas Morning 
News (but Judge Brown didn't report it to us), 
had stated to an employee of his that if he got 
on the jury he would ‘send Ruby to the electric 
chair.’ After the verdict. Judge Brown acknowl- 
edged that the reporter had told him this. 

“The end-result was that we were forced 


to go to trial before a jury of 1 2 Dallas citizens, 
all determined to protect the image of the city — 
at any and all costs. The verdict had to be one of 
bigotry and hypocrisy, because unconsciously, 
if not consciously, Dallas had to redeem itself. 
These were all loyal Dallas citizens, and they 
had to put Jack Ruby in the public abattoir to 
show that theirs was a lawful city. That was 
their public duty. The verdict was reached in 
50 minutes — not in 2 hours, as everyone thinks. 
After those 50 minutes, the jury sent out for 
Coca-Cola and laughingly spent the rest of the 
2 hours waiting for Brown to return to court. 

“When the verdict was smugly reported, 1 
stood and said to that jury what every impartial 
newspaperman in that courtroom felt, Thank 
you for a verdict of bigotry and injustice.’ I had 
told the court that the verdict would be one of 
bigotry and injustice if we were forced to trial 
in Dallas, and I would have been less than 
honest if I hadn’t the courage to speak the words 
that were in my mind and in my soul and in my 
I heart.” 

* * * 

When I asked the old question “Did Oswald 
do it alone?” Belli looked at me with alarm, and 
began, “The fact that you , an intelligent man — ” 
I hastily cut in that yes, / thought Oswald was 
alone, but an amazing number of otherwise- 
rational people seem to have doubts. “ Of course 
Oswald did it alone,” Belli resumed. “My in- 
vestigative staff is better than the Attorney 
General’s, and I know as much about the assassi- 
nation as any man alive. Oswald was just a crazy 
man. He didn’t know Ruby and Ruby didn’t 
know him. I know why these rumors spread. It 
was because the Dallas police and the D.A. 
wouldn t quash them. I tried, and without prej- 
udice to my case or the state’s case, to get the 
D.A. to announce during the trial that there was 
no truth to these rumors. But the prosecution 
felt they could get some prejudicial benefit by 
encouraging these rumors — it made Ruby look 
like a monster instead of just the sick man he is. 
So these rumors, which hurt us immeasurably 
abroad, continued. They hurt us because it was 
made to appear that our law-enforcement agen- 
cies, local and national, the F.B.I. , could not 
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or would not report the "plot* in nil its partic- 
ulars* There was even a rumor that President 
Lyndon Johnson, a Texan, assisted in having 
Kennedy done away with to succeed his office!” 

Well, I asked, was there anything about the 
Ruby trial that “won’t come out in our life- 
times”? “No, no, a thousand times nof” he 
roared- “That was a horse's ass thing for Justice 
Warren to say*” He did add, nonetheless, that 
there was something most people don’t know, 
namely, that the night before the shooting a 
Dallas policeman and his girl friend spoke to 
Ruby, trying to get him to approve of the idea 
of having Oswald lynched* “They picked on 
Ruby because they knew what a weak-minded 
guy he was* The cop and his girl just disap- 
peared, and I could never locate them, so I 
didn’t mention them at the trial,” 

My next question dealt with the proposal 
— supported by Prof. Sheldon Glueck of the 
Harvard Law School and psychiatrist Philip Q. 
Roche of the Pennsylvania School of Medicine, 
among others — that, when the question of 
sanity is raised in a criminal case, the jury 
should merely firnl the defendant guilty or inno- 
cent* and then a panel of behavioral scientists 
should decide the prisoner's fate. “Pm definitely 
against it/’ Belli said, “If the district attorney 
isn’t bigoted and the judge is fair and honest, 
we'll get justice* The layman is as good as the 
scientist in deciding what should be done— I ve 
seen too many psychiatrists who thought they 
could turn gorillas into human beings. The fact 
is. we have the best courts and the best juries in 
the world. We don’t need new laws — our com- 
mon law takes care of open occupancy, of inte- 
gration* and so on. What we need are good 
judges, good D.A*s* and good lawyers* No other 
country in the world, I believe* not even Eng- 
land* has a better or fairer legal system than the 
United States has.” 

The current Supreme Court, Belli thinks* 
is the best in the country and the most humani- 
tarian in American history* “Warren is no great 
shakes as a lawyer, or even as a judge, but he’s 
a tremendous administrator. He has integrity 
and ability. The current Court has become the 
greatest decision-maker we’ve ever had. For 


good or for bad, it’s become a second legislature 
in Washington. I say that not in criticism, but 
just as something in the nature of things,” 

It was 11:45 and Beili’s plane was ready to 
take off* I got in one final question: “What’s 
your next case?” “Oh* let’s see, there’s Ferdi- 
nand Demara, the 'Great Impostor’ . . . Oh, by 
the way, did you know 1 once sued the San Fran- 
cisco Giants? I went to Candle Stick Park one 
night* just to relax, and it was cold as the inside 
of an iceberg. They’d advertised radiant heat- 
ing, but there wasn’t any* So I brought suit. 
Someone had to stop them from trying to get 
away with things like that.” That was all the 
time there was* so we shook hands and he rushed 
off to his plane, cheerfully waving good-bye* 

* * 

Two days later, while I was continuing my 
research, I happened to run across a short item 
in the sports pages: “Melvin M* Belli, the flam- 
boyant attorney, yesterday was awarded $ ! *597 
after bringing suit against the San Francisco 
Giants* * * ” What really startled me, though, 
was the headline over the story* It was so appro- 
priate, it seemed almost uncanny: 

Belli Victor 

Over Giants 


Fact: 

"Bravo* ' for your "S»0*B* Detroit' an tele in the May- 
fune issue, but you missed one of the most detestable recent 
tricks of Detroit's S.O.E.'s- 

Ever since 1961* virtually every major auto-maker has 
removed laminated safety glass from aide and rear windows 
and substituted tempered glass, which offers considerably 
lass safety. Under imp set, the new tempered glass explodes 
into literally thousands of glass splinters which flay passen- 
gers with considerable force In addition, tempered glass 
has no flexibility, in a collision, a passenger is three times 
as likely to fracture his skull against tempered glass as 
against laminated glass 

Detroit made this switch for two reasons, first, 
tempered glass is cheaper It is estimated that auto- makers 
save Si SO million yearly through the elimination of laminated 
glass. Second, since independent auto glass dealers cannot 
cut tempered glass but must buy it completely fabricated from 
Detroit, the big car- makers have wrested control of a portion 
oi the auto business which they formerly did not have Thus 
the big three now virtually control not only the supply but 
also the price of the auto replacement glass rnduatry- 

Tha majority of today's drivers are unaware that their 
car glass is not of the old non- shatters bJe type Safety- 
minded organ tsationg have been pleading with the mass media 
to 'break" this story but, as you so aptly put it. "A quarter 
of a billion dollars annually in car advertising revenues has 
muted the bark of our watchdog press. 

I hope you will call the attention of your readers to 
Detroit H s "silent switch. " 

Morris S Gorman, Exec. Secy. 

Auto Glass Dealers Assn , New York 
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The following is a verbatim transcription of two 
tape recordings made available on July 29, 1964, by the 
President’s Commission investigating the assassination of 
the late President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, According to 
the President’s Commission, these tape recordings concern 
the interview of New York Attorney Mark Lane on the 
Barry Gray radio show over WMCA in New York City* The 
date and time of this broadcast are not known* 

Barry Gray (G) : And now ladies and gentlemen, my guest, 

Mr, Mark Lane, Attorney. Who, by the way. I’m told will 
address the people of New York on Monday, July 20, That 
would be tomorrow night and also continuing through 
Sunday, July the 26, at Theater Four which is 424 V/est 
55th Street. Mark, can you tell me what that’s all about 
before we get into the body of the discussion? 

Mark Lane <L) ; Well, I’ll be speaking I guess about two or 
two and half hours on all the information we’ve uncovered 
in reference to the assassination of President Kennedy, 

G: And, uh, this, uh, show, documentary whatever is being 

presented by whom? 

L: By the Citizen’s Committe of Inquiry which is a nation- 

wide organization conducting an inquiry, a citizen's inquiry 
into an independent investigation into the Dallas situation. 


G: Who are some of your members? 

h: Sterling Hayden of Dr* S tr angel ove , and Jessica Mitford, 

and here in New York City, Ted Mann the producer and, uh, 
author, and a number of attorneys associated, many of them, 
with the American Civil Liberties Union throughout the 
country, including some in California. 
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G: Uh, I don’t Know if this is the direction that you 

wish to take in this, uh, uh, dialogue, but it occurs to me 
in the last two times that you've been here, there have been 
countless interruptions, and I, as one bystander, really have 
not had an opportunity to examine, and digest, or hear all 
of the facts that you say you now have that change the 
complexion of this story the, uh, assassination of President 
Kennedy and the man that we believe is responsible and so, 
if you will, why don’t you start logically at the beginning 
and tell me* 

L: Fine, I thank you very much for that opportunity, Barry* 

The first statement that was made just after the shots were 
fired was that Oswald’s description, we now find out, was 
sent out some twelve minutes after the last shot was fired at 
12:31 on November 22nd, the President was shot and Governor 
ConnaXiy was shot, , Twelve minutes later Oswald's description 
was sent out* Now, when Oswald was arrested later in the day, 
the Chief of the Dallas Police, Jesse Curry, said that Oswald 
was not arrested in connection with the assassination at all. 
He was arrested because they thought he was involved in the 
murder of Patrolman Tippit, who of course, was the officer who 
was killed on that same day. And Hr, Curry said that only 
after Oswald had been questioned for approximately two hours 
about the Tippit killing was he then questioned, and charged 
with the murder of Tippit, was he then questioned at all 
abDut the assassination of the President, It didn't occur to 
them they said at the outset that he might have been involved 
in the assassination. That's quite remarkable since Oswald's 
description, which was accurately broadcast by the police, 
perhaps the only accurate thing the Dallas Police did that 
day, was sent out twelve minutes after the President was shot, 
therefore, considerably before Tippit, himself was shot and 
the description we are now told was in reference to the murder 
of Tippit which had not yet taken place* In any event when 
Oswald was in custody, the Dallas Police stated and the 
Dallas District Attorney stated, this was reported in every 
newspaper, the Associated Press, UP I carried it, that the 
murder weapon which was found on the sixth floor of the 
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Book Depository Building was a Gorman Mauser, 7,65 millimeter 
and this document here* Barry, is a* an affidavit signed by 
Seymour Weitzman, the police officer who found the rifle on 
the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building* and in it he 
describes it as a Mauser* which is a German weapon 7,65 
millimeter, and Mr, Wade, the District Attorney of Dallas, 
throughout the day identified the weapon found on the sixth 
floor of the Book Depository Building as a German Mauser, 

It was not until more than 24 hours later when the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation announced for the first time that 
an Italian Carbine 6,5 millimeter was purchased by Oswald 
under the assumed name of A, Ilidell back in March of 63, 
did Mr, Wade jump in front of the first live television 
camera he could find in Dallas to announce that a miracle 
had taken place. The weapon which they found yesterday had 
transformed itself in terms of its nationality and size and 
now what we found yesterday sr, id Wade was an Italian Carbine 
0,5 millimeter. Now, when I testified before the Warren 
Commission on July 2, they n wed me the murder weapon which 
had been identified in this . .worn affidavit by the officer 
who found it as a German Mauser, 7,65. Clearly etched os. 
the barrel of that rifle in large letters it says "Made in 
Italy, Caliber G.5. ,r I suggest it was impossible for the officer 
to read that and then swear that it was a German Mauser , 7.65 
millimeter, but that the rifles were switched to meet the 
description of the rifle, uh, which had allegedly been 
ordered by Oswald back in March. Now, Marina Oswald, who was 
held in custody for some nine weeks, according to the 
"New York Times" held incommunicado for nine weeks before she 
was permitted to testify before the Commission, was questioned 
for two days before she was held in custody. She was taken 
into the Dallas Chief of Police Office and shown the alleged 
murder weapon and asked if that belonged to her husband and 
despite the fact that later when she testified before the 
Commission, after having been held incommunicado and questioned 
daily by the FBI and the Secret Service, then she said "yes, 
it was hex' husband's weapon. Ir At that time, the very day of 
the assassination when shown the weapon at the Dallas Police 
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Office she said "no that was not a weapon which belonged to 
her husband." She was quite certain of it at that time. 

She also said she was sure that her husband was innocent; 
that he had only said kind things about President Kennedy; 
that she herself, felt very kindly about the President and 
his family and that all the information she secured about 
the President, she secured through her husband who interpreted 
the newspapers and explained to her what was taking place on 
television. And, so, the most essential piece of physical 
evidence in the case seems to have been altered. In addition 
to this, Mr. Wade, when he pronounced the case against Oswald 
the day of Oswald’s death that evening in his international 
radio press television conference, said that the, when 
Oswald left the building, he entered into a bus and then he 
left the bus to go home and entered into a taxicab driven 
by Darrell Click and he said "I'll spell that for you boys, 
Click, C-l-i-c-k." .When I went to Dallas, I spoke with the 
city personnel, city transportation company, the personnel 
office. That’s the one company monopoly running all taxis 
in Dallas. There is not on November 22nd, and there never 
had been in the history of Dallas a taxi driver named Click, 
Darrell Click, C-l-i-c-k. When confronted with this 
information, and Mr. Wade remember told us he had a sworn 
statement in his office from this Mr. Click who was a 
nonexistent person. When this information was broadcast and 
made public, to. Wade then said, the District Attorney of 
Dallas then said well I made a mistake. Evidently there 
must have been some typographical mistake, and he later said 
the name of the taxi driver is a William Whaley and so the 
person who drove Oswald allegedly home, he also was changed. 
Now, perhaps the most shocking piece of evidence is the state- 
ment by the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Chief in Dallas, 
Gordon Shanlclin, quoted in the "New York Times" and other 
publications and he said "I have seen the paraffin test. It 
shows that Oswald had nitrates gun powder on his hands and on 
his face and since it’s on his hands and on his face, it is 
proof that lie fired a rifle." Tho Chief of the Dallas Police, 
Mr. Curry, uh, was not quite so factual. Ke merely said 
"we have the paraffin test boys," this is on November 23rd, 
"it’s just come in." "It proves that Oswald was the assassin." 
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Here is the duplicate copy, a photostat ic copy of the original 
paraffin test* Only one test can be conducted* This is the 
copy of it and an exhibit, uh, three exhibits were made* One 
of each of Oswald’s hands and one of his face* The, both 
exhibits of his hands show a positive response* The response 
in terms of his face is as follows which is exhibit number one 
a cast of Oswald’s face, Results of examination: no nitrates 
were found on exhibit number one. That’s the official docu- 
ment of the Dallas City County Criminal Investigation 
Laboratory, Analyst Louie L* Anderson, In other words, this 
paraffin test if if proves anything in addition to proving 
the fact that the Director of the FBI in Dallas made a delib- 
erate falsehood v/hen he said it showed there were nitrates 
on the face and Mr, Curry, himself, was in error in stating 
that it proved that Oswald was the assassin. If the test 
is of any value, it proves that Oswald could not have fired 
a rifle on November 22nd. Unless, of course, he was wearing 
a rubber face mask or some such thing* But, ordinarily, it 
would tend to prove that he did not fire a rifle on that day* 
Now I think this is indicative of the problems facing the 
American people and the people of the world who are also 
deeply concerned about the events of Dallas on the 22nd in 
terms of getting the facts because all of these — this 
information has been termed "Top Secret" by the Commission 
and by the Government, but nevertheless, the Director of the 
FBI in Dallas is permitted to make statements which are 
totally untrue and had we not been fortunate enough to 
secure a copy of the original paraffin test, we would not 
know those statements are untrue. On the question of the 
murder of Patrolman Tippit there, uh, we were told by the 
District Attorney and by the Chief of Police that they had, 
that a number of witnesses identified Oswald as the person 
who killed Tippit, Now, Oswald, uh, has already, if the 
story is accurate, left the Book Depository Building, taken 
a bus, then a taxicab, gone home, and he is now walking 
through the streets trying obviously to hide. He is the most 
wanted man in the history of America* Obviously he committed 
the worst crime ever committed, these shores and he sees 
Tippit and for some reason he kills him. It would seem that 
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Tippit must have tried to stop him. According to the 
Chief of Police, uh, according to the stories which were 
released at the time, Tippit did try to stop him and 
according to Chief Curry in a statement given to the 
"New York Times" and printed there some months ago, Curry 
said if it were not for Tippit stopping Oswald, we never 
would have found Oswald, We would have had to instead have 
made a run down of all the 90 employees in the Book 
Depository Building to get Oswald’s description. By then 
he may have been out of the country. Well, the fact is 
that Tippit, we were told, was stopping Oswald because of 
the description which had been broadcast twelve minutes 
after the assassination. That was the first story and now 
they were saying there was no description and if Tippit 
had not stopped Oswald that perhaps the description would 
have come too late* Well, there was one eyewitness to the 
assassination, the* murder of Patrolman Tippit. Her name is 
Helen Louise Markham. I have the affidavit here which she 
gave to the Dallas District Attorney’s Office. X also have 
the— this controversial tape recording which I made 
reference to before the Commission ard which the Chief 
Justice has indicated that he does not believe exists, 
but there is such a tape recording and I will play it for 
you if you like. 

G: Uh, uh, excuse me Mark. Has this tape ever been played 

before? 

L: It has never been played anywhere before. 

G:- So, this is the first time it will have been heard by 
anyone except you? 

L: That, that is correct. 

G: And, uh. Chief Justice Warren asked you to play if for 

the Commission? 
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L: Yes, he did. 

G; And you refused? 

I; : ^ refused at that time. I explained to the Chief Justice 

that thez’e was an attorney-client relationship hero. I was 
not permitted to release this information to anyone and the 
Commission was quite hostile about that, but I explained to 
them that unfortunately that that was the situation. I would 
try to secure permission to play it. To secure a copy of it 
for them. X have since then secured permission and today I 
mailed a copy of this tape to them. 

G ; I see . 

L; But they've not heard it yet, 

G: X see. Go ahead. Now, you have there an affidavit by 

the alleged eyewitness to the murder of Patrolman Tippit? 

Ii : Yes, And her name is Helen Louise Markham, and in her 

affidavit, this is the one she gave to the — the Dallas 
Police on the 22nd day of November, an affidavit in any 
fact taken before me in this State of Texas, County of Dallas, 
At approximately, I'm quoting now. It's a short affadavit. 

I'd like to read it all, 

G: Please, 

L: 1f At approximately 1:06 p.m. 3 November 22nd, 1063, I was 

standing on the corner of last Tenth and Patton Street waiting 
for traffic to go by when X saw a squad car stop in front of 
404 East Tenth, about 50 feet from where I was standing, I 
saw a young white man walk up to the squad car opposite the 
driver's side, lean over and put his arms in the door of the 
car for a few seconds, then straighten up and step back from 
the car two or three feet. At this point the officer got 
out of the squad car and started around in front of the car, 
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and just as he got even with the left front wheel, this young 
white man shot the officer and the officer fell to the pave- 
ment, I screamed and the man ran wost on East Tenth Street 
across Patton Street and went out of sight. Helen L . Markham* " 
According to this affidavit, therefore, Mr, Oswald who was 
the most wanted nan in America at that tiEie was walking down 
Patton and Tenth Street until he saw a parked police car, 

Without being called over, he walked over to the police car, 
leaned on the door with both of his arms, and engaged in a 
short conversation v/ith the officer and then later killed 
him, Uh, X, it would hardly seems like the kind of conduct 
of someone who is trying to escape from the authorities 
would ordinarily engage in. In any event, Mrs. Markham told 
mo at the one point that the man who she saw was wearing a 
light gray jacket* How, when Oswald was last seen at the 
Book Depository Building he was wearing a dark brown shirt 
and when he was arrested and brought into the Dallas Police 
Station moments after the killing of Tippit, he was wearing 
a dark brown shirt and no light gra y jacket at all* Uh, 

Mrs* Markham said that the man who shot Tippit was short, 

Oswald, according to the Balias Police description was 
medium or a little bit taller than medium height, about fiv* 
feet ton, Mrs. Markham said that the nan who shot Tippit 
was a man who had somewhat bushy hair. She used different 
phrases. At one time she said bushy hair* Another time she 
said somewhat, xlnother time ue said a little bushy, but she 
told the reporters, and this was reported in the Dallas 
newspapers the day of the assassination, that the man was bushy 
haired without any qualification. By the time she spoke with 
me on March 2 there was some qualifications, but it was 
still somewhat bushy or a little bushy. She told the Dallas 
reporters and it was reported in the "Dallas Times Herald" 
just after the assassination that the man was heavy. She didn't 
tell me quite that he was heavy* She, uh, said he was a little 
on the heavy side, slightly heavy, etc. words of qualification. 
The only part of the description which is not qualified was 
the, his being short. She was quite firm about that. Now, 
Oswald was quite slender, a little taller than average, and 
ho had very thin hair which was receding. And, one could 
hardly think of a description, uh, which differed more from 
Oswald than the description, uh, given by Mrs. Markham the 
one eyewitness to the murder of Tippit* 
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G: How tall is Mrs, Markham? 

L; 1 don’t knov/, X haven't, X haven’t seen her, I T ve 
just spoken to her by phone and of that time a couple of 
correspondence, I think it's a good question if she's short 
someone her height, a little taller might appear tall. Yes, 

I should find that out, Uh, and, so we have this statement 
in reference to # uh, to Patrolman Tippit, I can tell you 
this. We now have a statement, uh, from another witness to 
the, uh, Tippit killing. This is a witness who has been 
questioned at our request by the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. Months and months ago she was questioned. She is 
an eyewitness to the killing of Officer Tippit, To this day 
she has not been called before the Warren Commission to 
testify, and her statement is that she saw the killing of 
Tippit and two men wore involved in the murder of Tippit, 
two men. One on each side of the street conversing with 
each other. Tippit got out of the car and walked toward 
one, this man pulled out a revolver, shot that man and then 
both of these men, who had boon conversing before the 
shooting, ran in opposite directions. Thus far the Commission, 
which I assume must know of this testimony because we gave it 
to the FBI months ago and now we have given it to the Commission 
as well, the Commission has declined to call this eyewitness 
to the, this other eyewitness to the murder of Patrolman 

I Tippit, I have made no reference to this other eyewitness 

until this time, Y/e wanted to make sure that our statements 
were secured from her in writing and by tape, etc, , so there 
could be no question about that, TCe now have, uh, the state- 
ments secured in that fashion so I can't — 

G ; Do you— 

L: Make reference to her, 

I \ 

G: Do you have a statement hero with you? 
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L: X an not in, uh, I do not have her permission at this 

time to release her statement but X hope that within the 
next two weeks X will be able to release her statement 
entirely. 

G: To whom was her first voluntary, uh, statement made? 

h: To someone associated with our inquiry. 

G: No, I, I don’t mean that, Mark, I'm, I’m talking 

about the FBI, Did she come forward shortly after 
November 22nd, and say I saw the killing of Officer 
Tippit? 

L; She stated this to Agents who came in that neighborhood 
and questioned her, yes. 

G: And, has, have they gone back to interview her, to 

interrogate her? 

L: Yes, they have questioned her on more than one occasion. 

G: And she has not been called by the barren Commission? 

L : She has not been called by the Commission. 

G: And, uh, why does she suggest this be so, or what is 

your suggestion? 

L: She has no theories at and, uh, she is, she is an 

excel lent witness in, in the r *ea ox speculation or conjecture. 
She cays I’m sorry I don’t . about that, and if you ask her 
a question, just try to lead her slightly ,^she said X f o soi ry 
I just gave you all the information X have. She is very 
firm about what she knows and she won’t go into this area 
as to why they're not calling her, she merely says I'm 
telling the truth and I’ll tell it to anyone who wants to 
hear it but I can’t tell anything which 1 don’t know. 
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G: Is there something you want to add here before you 

get to the tape? 

L: jNg , I think perhaps this might be a good point, 

G: Well, I, X actually want to play the tape immediately 

after the news which is just a moment or two, Mark Lane, 
but I, X want, want to ask this, are you at liberty now to 
tell me and the audience how you obtained the conversation 
with Mrs. Markham, your taped witness? 

L: "This was a telephone conversation, which was taped, 

unfortunately, the law would require that whoever was involved, 
himself, in the taping probably has violated the law, the 
rules of the Federal Communications Commission if this took 
placo from one state to another. And, under those circum- 
stances, X think i-fr's best that I not go into the question 
of how it was taped or taped, or who did it. But, I can 
tell you that it’s been sent to the Commission, I've 
invited the Commission to play the tape for Mrs. Markham 
to see if she will identify this as her voice. 

G: Has she identified it for you as her voice? 

L: Uh, this, well. 

(Garbled — both talking) 

G: Is, is she. 

L; To my knowledge* 

G: Do, do you have permission from her to release this tape? 

L; No, X don't have permission from her. 

G: Well, uh, why are you releasing it? 
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L: She has boon questioned any number of times* The 

Commission knows that there is such a tap© and, uh, a 
copy of the tape has been sent to the Commission at 
their request. It is hoy; a document which is totally 
and completely privileged in that it, uh # belongs to 
the Commission and has been sent to them in due course 
and I have a right to play it under those circumstance* 

G; Was she aware of the fact at the time of the 
conversation that her voice was being recorded? 

L: Well , that's, that, there we go into the legal question 

of whether or not anyone is libel for the commission of any 
act and I rather, therefore, not answer that particular 
question, 

G: But you surely will be asked this question by the 

Warren Commission as I assume you already have* 

L: Yes, they asked me that question and 1 gave them an 

answer somewhat similar to yours* 

G; Uh, you had, you did not play the tape at that time 
because you say it was, uh, a privileged communication* Uh, 
and. I'm given to understand that at that time Chief Justice 
Warren said in effect, and please correct my language here, 
that he did not believe either a tape existed or the contents 
ol the tape , which? 

L: He indicated that he did not believe that the tape 

existed at all* Mrs* Markham evidently has been called 
befox*e the Commission and has denied that she made any 
statement to me at all, denied that she ever talked with 
me* And, when the Commission told me that I said I'm sorry 
gentlemen, she did talk with me and I have a tape recording 
of what she said and the Chief Justice said that if I did 
not produce the tape recording, he was inclined to believe 
that it did not exist* 
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G: As a lawyer, Mark Lane, and an officer of the court, can 

you explain to tie what your liability is here? 

L: Well, the liability of the person who made the tape, 

you mean? 

G: Well, is it not, I f ve not hoard the tape. Is it not your 

voice on the tape? 

L t Oh, yes, Uh, the question is who, it is me. It is a 
conversation of my speaking with Mrs. Markham, The question 
is who actually made a recording of the conversation, 

G: Uh, 

L: Which took place, 

G: How about — how about the liability of the man who 

arranged for the recording to be made? 

L: Well, yes, whoever arranged for it to be mad© would also 

be responsible, 

G: And so, you* re telling me now that you’ve made, you have 

a tape recording of a conversation between you and Mrs, Markham 
but you did not arrange for that recording to be made, 

L: No, I just, I’m just not commenting on the question, 

that's all, 

G: , Will you ever answer the question? 

L: Uh, I don’t think so. I tell you, I don't, it’s not 

really related to the question of the assassination, 

G: No, I understand, I understand and, of course, uh, there 

aro obviously cases in which the important thing is to get, 
uh, justice and worry about the periphery, uh, uh, areas 
after justice has been done. 
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L * Ves , precisely, 

Gi Uh, on that note let’s pause for the news on WMCA in 
New York, I f m talking with Mr, Mark Lane an attorney who 
is here in New York discussing the latest evidence in the 
assassination of, uh, President John F. Kennedy, And, uh, 
in a nomen t is going to play for the first time anywhere 
a tape recording of a conversation between he and Mrs* 

Markham, Mrs, Markham is the lady who witnessed the murder 
of Patrolman Tippit in Dallas, Texas, on that, uh, unfortunate 
and tragic day, Here’s the news, 

PAUSE IN TAPE BECOMING 

G: Ladies and gentlemen, my guest on radio TOCA in 

New York is Mr. Mark Lane an attorney who has been 
retained to try and- clear the name of the accused assassin 
of President Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald, He was formerly 
a New York State Assemblyman, and now, Mark Lane, suppose 
you, uh, give us the prologue of this tape. 

L; Uh, X T 11, 1*11 play it now. This is a conversation 
between myself and Mrs. Markham the eyewitness to the, or 
so she says, the, she says she’s the sole eyewitness to the 
assassination of President Kennedy and this was a conversa- 
tion which took place between us on March 2nd, 1964. 

(Then he plays tape recording — starts where Mark Lane asks 
,f Do you recall what the gentleman was wearing who shot 
Officer Tippit?”) 

A verbatim transcription of this tape 
recording incorporating that part played 
at this time has been furnished previously 
to the President’s Commission, 

(Lane stops recording where Mrs, Markham is saying ”1 just 
thought it was a friendly conversation, 11 ) 

G: That’s the, uh, tape recording played for the first 

time between Mrs, Markham and, uh, yourself? 

L; Yes, that’s correct. 
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G: She said one thing, Mark Lane* She said she identified 

Oswald or the raan who committed the murder in the lineup* 

I’ve never heard that before, 

L: Yes, uh, she said that, uh, there was more to the tape 

recording than I played. It would take, uh, about, over 
an hour, 

G: Yes, 

Li And she does. And there — there was also some 
conversation which was not recorded. But, uh, I do recall 
that she told me that she, I, I, discussed this with her 
in greater detail. She said she was taken to the lineup 
that evening of November 22nd and there were three men in 
the lineup and, uh, one of them was a very fat man with, uh, 
heavy, uh, blue shirt on and, uh, that was blue slipover 
sweater. That was obviously not the man who did it she said. 
And- then there was one man wearing a light gray jacket and 
dark trousers, and she said that was the man, 

G: Now, where did that gray jacket come from? 

L: I would like to know that myself. 

G: And was that man Oswald wearing the gray jacket in 

the 1 i neup? 

L: I don't, 1 don't know. She said that she was told that 

it was Oswald, 

G: Well, we must assume that it was. 

L; Well, I, at this point I'm not ready to assume that 
anything the Dallas Police say is necessarily so, I haven't 
been able to catch them in an accuracy yet. 
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G: It, it should certainly be easy to find out whether 

Oswald was in indeed in the lineup and, uh, who the other 
men were. Obviously, police officers or police attaches of 
ono kind that’s the 

L: Or suspects, yes* 

G; Or some— Well, I doubt that. They usually put 
policemen around them, four or five and the, the uh, uh, 
man accused of crime mixed up in the group, 

L: Yes, I think that’s true, I think it's rather 

unusual to find someone with a gray jacket and dark 
trousers when, especially when she gives that description* 

She only gave that description as she said to the Dallas 
Police and then there was a man in the lineup with a 
gray jacket and dark trousers* When Oswald was brought 
to the police station, he had no gray, uh, jacket at all. 

He just had that dark brown shirt which, of course, is 
present in all of the pictures of Oswald. 

G: Yes* 

L: In the police, police station and being taken to the 

police station and on television, 

G: Now, uh, earlier on, not tonight but in a past 

discussion here with a member of the conservative party, 
you started to tell me before we ran out of tine, uh, 
unless you want to add something in this area* 

L: No, no, 

G: Fine. You started to tell me about the assassination 

itself and the things that you have uncovered* 

hi Yes. Well, uh, the, probably the most remarkable thing 
is the fact that three versions of the, official versions 
of what took place all different have been presented in order 
by the Federal and state authorities including the FBI and 
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Pallas Police and the j;a:i District Attorney's Office, 
s tarted with one piece oi .arc intelligence. That is 
t a bullet entered the id exit's throat from the front, 

About that there was no question. Doctor Kemp Clark, the 
physician who pronounced the President dead in the 
Parkland Memorial Hospital, said that the bullet wound in 
the throat was clearly an entrance wound. Dr, McClelland, 
the Senior physician of the hospital, said the wound in the 
throat was an entrance wound. He said we see bullet wounds 
and we treat them every day here in Dallas and I know an 
entrance wound, which is small and neat^ from an exit wound, 
which is large and gapping. That v/as an entrance wound. 

And Dr. Malcolm Perry, who is the physician who performed 
the tracheotomy on the President, uh, said that it was 
clearly an entrance wound. He, in fact, inserted a tube into 
the President's throat and he said he followed the path of 
the bullet and the*bullet ranged downward into the chest* 

He inserted the tube downward in that fashion in order to 
prevent the President from strangling on the blood in his 
throat at that time and prolonged his life a short period 
of time in that fashion. And so, starting with the information 
the President was shot from the front, the first theory was 
released, Mr, Wade said that he had a nap. He had uncovered 
a map in Oswald's room which showed that Oswald had planned 
the shooting just as it took, place. That is, Oswald was on 
the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building and as the 
car approached the building on Houston Street before it turned 
away down Elm while they were still approaching the building, 
Oswald fired the first shot. And the "New York Times" on 
November 23rd carried a greatly detailed story of the Government 
version then that Oswald fired from the building directly on 
Houston Street, swung his rifle in an arc of over, of over 
90 degrees as the car made a sharp left turn, and then fired 
twice more striking the Governor and fatally wounding the 
President striking him in the back of the head. And that was 
the first theory. And that's theory was completely consistent 
with the medical evidence and, therefore, had that virtue 
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because it did explain how the President was shot in front 
of the throat. However, the remarkable thing is that every 
witness on the scene and all tho still pictures taken show 
that the car was not on Houston Street approaching the Book 
Depository Building when the first shot was fired, but, in 
fact, had passed the Book Depository Building, had made the 
sharp turn and was, the back of the car was facing the building 
when the first shot was fired. Governor Connally, himself 
said "Yes, we had turned already, TCe had gone 70 yards past 
the building. The building was behind us when the first shot 
was fired." Every witness said this. The Secret Service 
re-enacted the crime and found that every witness agreed. 

Four reporters writing in 'The Dallas Morning News" the next 
day said that was true. There was no — and the still pictures 
show that was true. And so theory number one explicitly 
explained by the Government and printed in the "Times" as 
the official version on the day after the assassination was 
completely abandoned and theory number two took place, placing 
the car where, actually where it was when the first shot was 
fired some 75 yards past the Book Depository Building and moving 
directly away from the building. This raises same questions. 

Uh, how did Oswald shoot the President :rom the front from 
behind? It raises another question. How about that map which 
Mr. Wade said "we have in our possession. We found it in 
Oswald's room showing that he planned to shoot as the car 
approached the build — the building and while it was on 
Houston Street," Well, that was handled in this fashion 
November 27th, AP report, Mr, I J . r ade announced today that there 
never was a map. Any reference to a map found in Oswald's 
room was a mistake. Well, it certainly was a mistake and, 
therefore, that piece of evidence v/as gone. But, how did 
Oswald shoot the President in the front of the throat when 
he was now behind him? Well, version number two was enunciated, 
and this was done at the request of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as a result of the background briefing sessions 
by "Life" magazine in a full page article on December 6th of, 
uh, last year called "An End to Nagging Rumors, Those Six 
Critical Seconds" and "Life" sought to end all dialogue in 
this case, in this country by stating it was very simple. 
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Oswald did shoot the President from the front* The bullet 
entered the throat and ranged downward into the chest said 
"Life* 1 on December 6th. It f s true Oswald was in the Book 
Depository Building. It's true that the Presidential 
limousine had passed the building and was some 75 yards 
av^ay, It's also true that Oswald was the lone assassin. 

IIow is it all possible said "Life." It’s simple. It's 
simple because the President had turned completely around and 
was facing the Book Depository Building when the first shot 
was fired. Now, one has to question not only "Life's" 
judgment because that statement is totally in error. The 
President was looking almost directly to the front when the 
first shot was fired. But, more than their judgment is in 
question, I think, because the week before in "Life" magazine, 
itself, on November 29th they had, of course, previously 
purchased the film taken by the amateur photographer and they 
ran a series of stills from that motion picture film and with 
"Life's" own captions, the week before they ran the theory 
saying the President had turned around they showed in their 
own captions, in their own magazine on November 29th that t 
President was looking almost directly to the front when the 
first bullet entered his throat from the front. And so, 

"Life" a week later repudiated itself in order to exp!- n :.n.i: 
theory. The problem with that theory is that the moti yn ct 1 

showed that it was not true. We saw on television, of course, 
that picture has not been shewn publicly here but we did see 
on television one reporter, ~i think he was a CBS reporter, 
who was shown the film and who then, uh, acted out what he ha 6 
seen. And he showed that the President was looking almost 
directly to the front when the first shot was fired. Uh, the 
film does seem to show that, the still clip certainly show 
that everyone's testimony is that that is what happened, 
including reporters from ,f The Dallas Morning News" and others 
on the scene including Mrs. Connally who said the President 
— she had just said something to the President. Tragically 
enough she had just said "You cannot sny f Mr. President, that 
the people of Dallas have not given you a warm welcome today." 
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And ho was leaning toward her. She was sitting in front of 
him when he was. when he was, uh, about to answer and was 
shot. (garbled; 

G: 1,1 don f t know, Mark Lane, if you T re aware of the fact 

that the new "Life" magazine has a story by Mrs* Connally. 

L: No, I haven’t seen that. 

G: Uh f Oh, X beg your pardon, It’s not "Life," it’s 

"McCall’s," The new, the new "McCall’s" magazine which X 
have just read last night. X believe an advance copy. 

L: Oh. 

G: Do you have it, Judy? I’d like, I’d like very much to 

have it— read that portion to yo\i because it— it’s a bit of, 

uh, uh, writing on this very point in which she describes the 
instant of the impact of the bullet, 

L: Oh, X f d like very much to see it, 

G; Judy will get it, and I will read it to you but go ahead. 

L: Oh, fine, -In any event it was now conceded that the 

President was looking forward, so version number two, uh, 
established by the authorities was abandoned. And now they 
had to com© to version number three. But, any explanation 
of how Osv/ald shot the President from the front when he was 
behind him, if the President was looking forward, would have 
to require a change in the evidence it would seem. And that 
took place. 

END OF REEL ONE 

The physicians in the Parkland Memorial Hospital had never been 
questioned by a single Agent of the Federal, state, or local 
Government; no one from the FBI, the Secret Service, the 
Dallas Police, the Dallas District Attorney’s Office for a 
month after the assassination. This is a, uh, very curious, 
uh, matter I would suggest because in any ordinary homicide 
there is a, uh — when there is any question at all in terms 
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of how the uh — -where the shots came from, all that is 
required is the medical statement in terms of an analysis 
of how the bullet coursed through the, uh, body of the victim 
and then if you know which direction the person was facing, 
you just extirpolate that bullet path protectory and you 
know exactly where the shots came from* And so it is remark- 
able that a month passed and no one ever talked to these 
physicians who, of course, had examined the President while 
he was alive and were in an excellent position to explain, 
uh, the course of the path of the bullet and the damage it 
did to the President* But now a month passed and two 
Agents of the United States Secret Service then journeyed 
to the Parkland Memorial Hospital and met with the physicians* 
They had, the Secret Service Agents had a copy of the autopsy 
report on their laps but refused to allow the physicians to 
see it. And after three hour session with the, with the 
physicians, the Secret Service Agents were able to leave tho 
room and to state that the physicians in the Parkland 
Memorial Hospital all announced and agreed that they were 
all in error when they said that the bullet wound in the 
throat was an entrance wound. They confessed error. The 
fact is that the President had been shot from the back. The 
bullet entered the top of the President's head and a fragment 
of the bullet or bone exited from the throat causing a large 
gapping wound which the physicians all thought was a small 
neat wound when they examined him in the Parkland Memorial 
Hospital. And so it seems that the evidence was sharply 
altered to meet the theory that Oswald was th© lone assassin. 
Now Richard Dudmond, who is a highly respected Washington 
correspondent for the "St. Louis Post Dispatch" called 
Dr, McClelland and said what made you change your mind 
doctor? And Dr, McClelland said two things made me change 
my mind. First of all th© autopsy and Dudmond said you saw 
the autopsy, and, uh. Dr* McClelland said no, they never let 
me, they wouldn't let mo look at the autopsy but the Secret 
Service Agents told me what was in there and I believe them. 
And what was the second thing Dudmond said? And, uh, 
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McClelland said the second thing which made me change ray 
mind in believing that the wound in the throat was not an 
entrance wound but an exit wound was the history of the case 
given to me by the Secret Service Agents. Dudmond said you 
mean the medical history, and he said no, no, not the 
medical history. The Agents told me that Oswald was behind 
the President when he fired and, therefore, the wound in 
the throat would have to be an exit wound. I, I question 
that as expert medical testimony. The other physician, 

Dr. Malcolm Perry told a reporter for a national news 
magazine "Newsweek" magazine which has the story in their 
files but has never yet printed it, told one of their 
reporters that I can only tell you this, that the wound 
in the throat is officially now an exit wound and, uh, she 
asked how, how he could be so certain at one time that it was 
an entrance wound and now take the position it was an exit 
wound. Actually, uh-, one must remember that the story now 
is that the President was shot in the back of the head and 
the bullet exited from the throat. V/hy then did Dr. Perry 
insert a tube into the Presidents throat ranging downward 
into the chest following the path of the bullet if the bullet 
didn’t go in that direction. And he indicated that that was 
a very good question. He said "I wish I could tell you more 
about this case but I ’m not permitted to discuss the case 
I'm only permitted to say the wound in the throat is a exit 
wound and I can say off the record that that certainly ties 
up the case very neatly for the FBI in view of tho rest of 
the evidence does it not.*' That was the last medical state- 
ment that I know of on the case by the Parkland Hospital 
doctors. 

G: Mark Lane, I, I have in the inner room got the up coming 

edition of the "McCall's" magazine not yet on the stands I 
don't believe. 

L: Yes. 
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G: It is by Mrs. John Connally, wife of the Governor 

of Texas, as told to Michael Drury. Again the August edition 
of "McCall's." I quote an excerpts but every word of the 
excerpt. "The crowds were tremendous. We rode through 
downtown Dallas surrounded by cheerful happy faces. I was 
delighted. It isn't easy to ride in a motorcade; you have 
to look pleasant, yet you don't want a frozen smile on your 
face. It is something of a strain, and as we neared the end 
of the run, we all began to relax and let down a little. It 
was a wonderfully triumphant moment, and unable to restrain 
my pleasure any longer, I turned on the jump seat and said 
'Mr. President, you can't say Dallas doesn't love you.' 

He did not reply, or if he did, it was lost in the terror 
of what followed, for in that instant the first shot rang 
out. I heard it and though I handle guns myself and am 
familiar with rifles, I did not in that split second realize 
it was gunfire. I *knew only that it v/as an ominous and 
frightening sound, that we were caught in something terribly 
wrong. I looked directly at the President. He clutched 
his throat with both hands, and I felt sure he v/as dead. 

His face went blank. There wa s no pain or shock or fear 
just nothingness. His face was completely expressionless, 
as if the person had gone. Sitting on my right, John" the 
Governor, "turned very fast to his right trying to look 
around at the President. Not getting him in his line of vision, 
he started turning to his left and the second bullet hit him. 

I heard John say, 'They're going to kill us all.' He recoiled 
to his right and slumped over, still upright in his seat. 

My one thought was to got him out of the line of fire, and I 
pulled him down onto my lap and bent over him. It did not 
occur to me that I might be hit, too; I thought my husband was 
dead, and I could not think beyond that. As it happened, that 
instinctive action helped save his life because the bullet 
had torn through his right shoulder and out his chest leaving 
w'hat is called a sucking wound. That means that every time 
you breathe, you take in more air through the wound than into 
your lungs and you strangle. A doctor's first act would have 
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bn on to close that wound and v ben I pulled John down on 
Inp, 11 he — "his crouched position partially blocked it, 
iSven so, if the hospital had neon minutes farther away, we 

not have made it in time. I hoard the third shot and the 
Secret Service command to pull out of the motorcade and drive 
to the nearest hospital; but after John was hit, X didn T t look 
back again .* 1 And then she goes on into the re§t of the 
narrative. 

h ; Yes, that is completely consistent with all of the evidence 
X have in terms of what took place. But, that is totally 
inconsistent with the present posture of the Government in 
terms of how it all happened. The, uh # last word on the medical 
testimony was printed in the "New York Times" with pictures, 
perhaps you recall when the Secret Service posed down in Dallas 
and they drew marks on the various individuals representing 
the President and Governor ConnaXly to indicate how tho shots 
were fired. They indicated that the first bullet and this 
is tho latest official Govex-oment theory according to the 
"New York Times 11 with the Secret Service Agents with the chalk 
marks and tape marks on them. They now indicate that the first 
bullet entered the Presidents right shoulder, went through 
the shoulder, and went into Governor ConnalLy. Now, the 
problem with that story is that the Governor was, therefore, 
looking directly to the .front. He had not yet had a chance 
to turn around after the first bullet had actually entered the 
President's throat. The second problem with that story is if 
it is true that the first bullet entered the President’s 
shoulder and went through him and struck the Governor, why 
did the President then clutch his throat when the first shot 
was fired? 

G: Mark, I must pause for the news on WMCA, New York. I'm 

talking with Mr, Mark Lane, Attorney who has been retained as 
you know to try and clear the name of the late Lee Harvey 
Oswald. X should add here as I did at the beginning of the 
broadcast that this is merely an opportunity to, uh, hear the, 
uh, Mark Lane ideas, theories, uh, the information that he has 
gathered and by no means is it a testament by me that X approve 
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of the facts because like you, I’m a witness sitting by the 
side of the road, uh, very much interested in this case, 
obviously. But I have no way of ascertaining the truth or 
veracity of the comment. Mark, is there anything you want 
to add? Where does the investigation stand at the moment? 

L: Well, we’re eagerly awaiting the, uh, report of the 

Warren Commission to find out what, I assume, will be the 
last Government position on what took place on the 22nd in 
Dallas. 

G: There, there’s one thing which you’ve not touched on. 

Has' the theory been advanced as I sure, I’m sure it must have 
that this entry wound in the throat was as the result of a 
ricocheting bullet? 

L: No, I don’t think so. I think that in all the vaj'ious 

Government theories as to what happened, they never passed, 
uh, along that one at all except to say that the bullet entered 
the top of the head from the rear and exited either a bullet 
fragment or bone fragment exited at the throat. But, uh, 

I’m very grateful to you for this reference to Mrs. Connally’s 
article in ’’McCall’s” because it’s, uh, it’s consistent with 
everything that we’ve been able to discover in terms of what 
took place and as, as totally inconsistent with the Government 
medical evidence now as there can be because the present 
Government story— 

G: Uh. 

L: Is that the bullet, the, the first bullet entered the 

President’s shoulder and went through Governor Connally before 
he turned around and she said that’s not truo. The pictures 
show that’s not true. 

G: The implication here though, Mark, by you is that the 

Government or the Warren Commission is for some reason trying 
to keep witnesses out. The, the lady that you referred to 

‘ (• * ' ♦ ' • *V; J . • 

25- 



9 


Records ofihe John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 


Assassination of President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy 


who as an eyewitness to the Tippit slaying; the autopsy 
report not shown to the doctor; the, uh, the uh, dialogue 
on the entry or the exit of the bullet. The implication 
would seem that the, uh, Government doesn't want all of the 
story released. Now, why would they— 

L: Yes, I believe that is, that is true, 

G: But why? 

L: I don't really know that, I can just tell you, that uh, 

I won't name him but a very good friend of both of ours who 
is a loading liberal in this town with whom X discussed the 
case said to me "Why don't you drop the whole thing? Let's 
ass ume that 0 s wal d was innocent or t h at t her e we r e , there 
was a group involving Oswald, either way, and that the 
Government’s story is incorrect , Oswald is dead; the 
President is deads Khat can possibly gain by raising these 
things,?" And, well, I won’t give my answer, I think it 
should be — 

G: V/ell, my answer, my answer to that would be if there are 

two men or three men or nine men or fifty men involved, then 
I want all of them brought to justice, 

L: Yes, of course- I, I feel that too. And I think wo 

should have*all of the facts. This was the most important 
public crime, most dastardly crime in the history of our 
country, and I think we’re entitled to all the facts in a 
democratic society, 

G: Are you, are you tailing m© also that you believe 

Oswald is innocent or was Oswald an accomplice in a larger 
group? 

L: We 11, I don't know, I do know that the, the story that 

Oswald was the lone assassin cannot be true; that the medical 
evidence and the other facts prove that that is not true. 

Now I have not seen evidence which proves that Oswald was 
involved in the assassination. There are a number of things 
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t -o did that day, vAxi . . d, which raise questions in 

■ quite frankly, and mIU have to be explained. 
t ■ umatoly, 1 was not nb'ji- Lo see him. He v/as killed before- 
■ i' 1 was the only client X ever represented who was killed before 
I represented him and, therefore , X, I am unabio, I T m at a 
disadvantage and so is, therefore* his defense. Uh, I just 
want to finish this last point. 

G: Please. 

L; If I might Barry, and then this, this leading liberal 
would say to me when X explained to him as you did that, as 
you did a moment ago why it’s important to get the facts. 

Bo *d say "Well , don’t you have faith in the Chief Justice 
and the Commission to get all the facts?" I’d say, then say to 
him this that I have faith in you too. You’re a great liberal. 
You're really concerned about the Government and, uh, and uh, 
the functioning of democracy. But you have asked me to stay 
out of this. You’ve indicated that you, yourself, would 
suppress the facts because Oswald is dead; the President is 
dead. I think that in a functioning democratic society we 
can’t have faith in any one individual to get the facts and 
to think for us no matter how benign he may be. We have to 
do the hard work ourselves in order for democracy to thrive. 

G: Mark Lane, I thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen 

?iark Lane, Attorney, who had been retained to try and clear 
the name of Leo Harvey Oswald, no longer retained I understand 
by Mrs. Oswald. The tape that you’ve heard this evening has 
been played on the air for the first time anywhere. A copy of 
that tape was sent prior to the broadcast to the Warren 
Commission by Mr. Lane and, uh, he's going to be appearing 
this week beginning tomorrow through next Sunday at Theater 
Pour at 424 West 55th Street as he puts it to discuss the 
latest evidence in the assassination at a series of public 
lectures, I thank you very much. 

L: Thank you. 


END KEEL TWO 


- 27 - 


Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 


o?F.C£ Of TilE mriECTQH 







Commission No 


• /V/if 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / 

S&7*, A 1 


WASHINGTON. D*C. iOSSS 


August 21 , 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 


Honorable J, Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President *s Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C, 

Bear Mr, Rankin; 

Reference is made to your undated letter 
received on July 29, 1964, concerning the appearance of 
Mr, Mark Lane on the Barry Gray radio program over 
Station WMCA in New York City, 

Enclosed are two copies of a communication 
from our Dallas Office dated August 7, 1964, pertaining 
to our investigation of the allegation made by Mr, Lane 
alleging the existence of another female eyewitness to 
the murder of Officer J, D, Tippit, The files of this 
Bureau fail to disclose that Mr* Lane or anyone associated 
with him has ever furnished any information to the FBI 
indicating the existence of a second female eyewitness 
to the Tippit murder. No such individual has been 
identified or interviewed by this Bureau and had we 
knowledge of such a witness you would have been promptly 
notified. 


Also enclosed are the two original recording 
tapes furnished with referenced letter and two copies of 
a verbatim transcription of the program prepared by this 
Bureau* A copy of each recording tape has been made and 
both will be maintained for future reference. 
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Honorable J # Lee Rankin 


The alleged announcements made by representatives 
of this Bureau, which are discussed on pages three and four 
of the enclosed transcription, are completely without 
foundation as no such announcements were made. 

No further action is being taken in this matter. 


Enclosures (6) 


Sincerely yours, 
















Records of the John I 7 . Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 




Comission No. / sz 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Dallas , Texas 
August 7 , 1964 






LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

The President's commission advised during a recent 
appearance on the Barry Gray program, which is broadcast 
nightly over Station WMCA, New York City, Mark Lane alleged 
that several months before he had advised the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation of a witness to the Tippit shooting. This 
alleged witness , who is a woman , was reported to have been 
interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation , but she 
was never called as a witness by the President's Commission. 

She is alleged to have stated she saw two people involved in 
the Tippit shooting, one on each side of the street, con- 
versing with each other. After the shooting of Tippit, these 
two men were alleged to have run in opposite directions. In 
the broadcast, which was taped. Lane refers to the woman as 
“another witness to the Tippit killing" and "this other eye- 
witness to the murder of Patrolman Tippit." 

The President's Commission, by undated letter re- 
ceived at Federal Bureau of Investigation headquarters , 
Washington, D. c., July 29, 1964, requested it be advised 
whether Mr. Lane or anyone associated with him furnished in- 
formation to the Federal Bureau of Investigation about a 
witness meeting the above description, and whether or not such 
a woman was interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
The President's Commission also requested to be advised whether 
the name of this witness was furnished to it if such a witness 
exists • 











; 


A review of all references to Mark Lane contained in 
the files of the Dallas Office of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation was made and no information was located indicating 


Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 


R6g LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

Mr. Lane, or an associate, furnished information regarding a 
woman witness to the shooting of Tippit as described previously. 

It is noted in this connection, that as late as April 30, 1964, 

Lane , in his speeches , stated there was only one eyewitness to 
the Tippit shooting, namely, Helen Louise Markham. 

A review of the investigation relating to the 
shooting of j. d. Tippit was made, and there is only one known female 
eyewitness to the shooting. This one eyewitness is Helen 
Louise Markham, who has testified before the President’s Com- 
mission. 

It was noted during a review of the results of in- 
vestigation relating to the Tippit shooting, the report of 
Special Agent Robert P. Gemberling, Dallas, Texas, dated 
March 10 , 1964 , on pages 262-264 , sets forth the interview of 
Ted Callaway. Mr. Callaway, who, on November 22, 1963, was 
employed at Harris Brothers Auto Sales, 501 East Jefferson, 

Dallas, Texas, stated at about 1*00 P.M. that date he heard 
about five shots, which apparently came from the back of the 
car sales lot on 10th Street. He stated he ran out on the 
Patton Street side of the sales lot toward 10th Street, 
looking in the direction of 10th Street, When he observed a 
person running in a sort of ;rot on the east side of Patton 
toward Jefferson Avenue. This man had a pistol in his right 
hand in a "raised pistol" position. He said the man was across 
the street from him and he hollered at the man, "Hey, man, what 
the hell is going on!" He said the man slowed his pace, 
shrugged his shoulders and ma.de an unintelligible reply and 
continued toward Jefferson. 

Mr. Callaway said he called to salesman B. D. Searcy 
and told him, "Keep your eye on' that man and follow him." 

Callaway then went to the place on 10th Street east of Patton 
where Patrolman Tippit was lying in the street, apparently dead. 

The report of special Agent Gemberling dated 
February 11, 1964, on page 93 sets forth an interview with Mrs. 

Mary Brock, who, on November 22, 1963, was employed at the 
Ballew Texaco Service Station located in the 600 block of East 
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Jefferson Street in Dallas. Mrs. Brock advised that at about 
1 1 30 p*M. on November 22 , 1963, a man came past her walking 
at a fast pace* About five minutes later two individuals 
from Johnny Reynolds Used Car Lot came to the station and in- 
quired if she had seen a young white man come by the station. 

She advised them she had and the person was last observed in 
the parking lot directly behind Bal lew's Texaco Service Station. 
Mrs. Brock identified a photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald as being 
a picture of the individual she had seen. Mrs. Brock is not 
known to have appeared before the President's Commission, nor is 
it known whether she was interviewed by any member of the 
President's commission. 

On August 3, 1964, Mrs. Mary Brock, Who now resides 
at 3519 30th Street, telephone SWift 9-5545, Lubbock, Texas, 
advised a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
that she has not been contacted by Mark Lane, attorney, or 
anyone representing Lane, concerning the Lee Harvey Oswald 
matter. She has not furnished a signed statement to anyone 
concerning the Oswald matter, and, to her knowledge, no one * 
has taped an interview with her* 

She advised the first week of July 1964, she received 
a telephone call from a man who identified himself as George 
Nash, a law student at Columbia University, Who claimed he was 
calling from Dallas, Texas, and was doing research on the 
assassination of President Kennedy* Nash asked her If she was 
the one who observed Lee Harvey Oswald walk, or run, through a 
service station, in Dallas, on November 22, 1963, and she in- 
formed she had seen Oswald. He asked her some questions con- 
cerning Oswald's actions and terminated the interview. He did 
not ask her if she had seen Oswald shoot Officer Tippit of the 
Dallas Police Department, and she certainly did not tell him 
she had witnessed the slaying of Officer Tippit. 

f e advised the only interviews she has had con- 
cerning Oswald wore with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and the telephone conversation had with George Nash the first 
week of July 1964* 
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UNITED STATES ’DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25* D, C* 

August 11, 19G4 


ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
NOVEMBER 22, 1963, 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


The following is a verbatim transcription of two 
tape recordings made available on July 29, 1964, by the 
President's Commission investigating the assassination of 
the late President John Fitzgerald Kennedy. According to 
the President's Commission, these tape recordings concern 
the interview of New York Attorney Mark Lane on the 
Barry Gray radio show over WMCA in New York City. The 
date and time of this broadcast are not known. 

Barry Gray (G) : And now ladies and gentlemen, my guest, 

Mr. Mark Lane, Attorney. Who, by the way, I’m told will 
address the people of New York on Monday, July 20, That 
would be tomorrow night and also continuing through 
Sunday, July the 26, at Theater Four which is 424 West 

street . Mark, can you tell me what that's all about 
before we get into the body of the discussion? 

Hark Lane (L) : Well, I ’XL bo speaking I guess about two or 
two and half hours on all the information we've uncovered 
in reference to the assassination of President Kennedy, 

G: And, uh, this, uh f show, documentary whatever is being 

presented by whom? 

L; By the Citizen's Commit te of Inquiry which is a nation- 
wide organization conducting an inquiry, a citizen's inquiry 
into an independent investigation into the Dallas situation. 

G : Who are some of your members? 

L; Sterling Hayden of Dr. Strangelove, and Jessica Mitford, 
and here in New York City, Ted Mann the producer and, uh, 
author, and a number of attorneys associated, many of them, 
with the American Civil Liberties Union throughout the 
country, including some in California. 
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G: Uh, I don’t know if this is the direction that you 

wish to take in this, uh, uh, dialogue, but it occurs to mo 
in the last two times that you T ve been here, there have been 
countless interruptions, and l, as on© bystander, really have 
not had an opportunity to examine, and digest, or hoar all 
of the facts that you say you now have that change the 
complexion of this story the, uh, assassination of President 
Kennedy and the man that we believe is responsible and so, 
if you will, why don’t you start logically at the beginning 
and tell me* 

L: Fine. I thank you very much for that opportunity, Barry, 

The first statement that was made just after the shots were 
fired was that Oswald’s description, we now find out, was 
sent out some twelve minutes after the last shot was fired at 
12:31 on November 22nd, the President was shot and Governor 
Connaily was shot. Twelve minutes later Oswald’s description 
was sent out. Now, when Oswald was arrested later in the day, 
the Chief of the Dallas Police, Jess© Curry, said that Oswald 
was not arrested in connection with the assassination at all* 
He was arrested because they thought he was involved in the 
murder of Patrolman Tippit, who of course, was the officer who 
was killed on that same day. And Mr. Curry said that only 
after Oswald had been questioned for approximately two hours 
about the Tippit killing was he then questioned, and charged 
with the murder of Tippit, was he then questioned at all 
about the assassination of the President, It didn’t occur to 
them they said at the outset that he might have been involved 
in the assassination* That’s quite remarkable since Oswald’s 
description, which was accurately broadcast by the police, 
perhaps the only accurate thing the Dallas Police did that 
day, ms sent out twelve ainutes after the President was shot, 
therefore, considerably before Tippit, himself was shot and 
the description we are now told was in reference to the murder 
of Tippit which had not yet taken place. In any event when 
Oswald was in custody, the Dallas Police stated and the 
Dallas District Attorney stated, this was reported in every 
newspaper, the Associated Press, UPI carried it, that the 
murder weapon which was found on the sixth floor of the 
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Book Depository Building was a German Mauser, 7.65 millimeter 
and this document here, Barry, is a, an affidavit signed by 
Seymour Weitzman, the police officer who found the rifle on 
the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building, and in it he 
describes if as a Mauser, which is a German weapon 7,65 
millimeter, and Mr. Wade, the District Attorney of Dallas, 
throughout the day identified the weapon foiind on the sixth 
floor of the Book Depository Building as a German Mauser, 

It was not until more than 24 hours later when the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation announced for the first time that 
an Italian Carbine 6,5 millimeter was purchased by Oswald 
under the assumed name of A, Hidell back in March of 63, 
did Mr, Wade jump in front of the first live television 
camera he could find in Dallas to announce that a miracle 
had taken place. The weapon which they found yesterday had 
transformed itself in terms of its nationality and size and 
now what we found yesterday said Wade was an Italian Carbine 
6,5 millimeter. Now, when I testified before the Warren 
Commission on July 2, they showed me the murder weapon which 
had been identified in this sworn affidavit by the officer 
who found it as a German Mauser, 7,65. Clearly etched on 
the barrel of that rifle in large letters it says "Made in 
Italy, Caliber 6,5." I suggest it was impossible for the officer 
to read that and then swear that it was a German Mauser, 7,65 
millimeter, but that the rifles were switched to meet the 
description of the rifle, uh, which had allegedly been 
ordered by Osv/ald back in March, Now, Marina Oswald, who was 
held in custody for some nine weeks, according to the 
"New York Times" held incommunicado for nine weeks before she 
was permitted to testify lx?f ore the Commission, was questioned 
for two days before she was held in custody. She was taken 
into the Dallas Chief of Police Office and shown the alleged 
murder weapon and asked if that belonged to her husband and 
despite the fact that later when she testified before the 
Commission, after having been held incommunicado and questioned 
daily by the FBI and the Secret Service, then she said "yes, 
it was her husband's weapon," At that tine, the very day of 
the assassination when shown the weapon at the Dallas Police 
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Office she said "no that was not a weapon which belonged to 
her husband,” She was quite certain of it at that time. 

She also said she was sure that her husband was innocent; 
that he had only said hind things about President Kennedy; 
that she herself , felt very kindly about the President and 
his family and that all the information she secured about 
the President, she secured through her husband who interpreted 
the newspapers and explained to nor what was taking place on 
television. And, so, the most essential piece of physical 
evidence in the case seems to have been altered. In addition 
to this, Mr, Wade, when he pronounced the case; against Oswald 
the day of Oswald's death that evening in his international 
radio press television conference, said that the, when 
Oswald left the building, he entered into a bus and then he 
left the bus to go home and entered into a taxicab driven 
by Darrell Click and he said "I'll spell that for you boys, 
Click, C-l-i-c -k." When I went to Dallas, I spoke with the 
city personnel, city transportation company, the personnel 
office. That's the one company monopoly running all taxis 
in Dallas. There is not on November 22nd, and there never 
had been in the history of Dallas a taxi driver named Click, 
Darrell Click, C-l-i-c-k. When confronted with this 
information, and Mr, Wade remember told us he had a sworn 
statement in his office from this Mr. Click who was a 
nonexistent person. When this information was broadcast and 
made public, Mr, Y/ade then said, the District Attorney of 
Dallas then said well I made a mistake. Evidently there 
must have been some typographical mistake, and he later said 
the name of the taxi driver is a William Whaley and so the 
person who drove Oswald allegedly home, he also was changed. 
Now, perhaps the most shocking piece of evidence is the state- 
ment by the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Chief in Dallas, 
Gordon Shanklin, quoted in the "New York Times" and other 
publications and he said "I have seen the paraffin test. It 
shows that Oswald had nitrates gun powder on his hands and on 
his face and since it’s on his hands and on his face, it is 
proof that he fired a rifle," The Chief of the Dallas ^olico, 
Mr. Curry, uh, was not quite so factual. He merely said 
"we have the paraffin test boys," this is on November 23rd, 
"it's just come in," "If proves that Oswald was the assassin." 
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Here is the duplicate copy, a photostatic copy of the original 
paraffin test. Only one test can be conducted. This is the 
copy of it and an exhibit, uh, three exhibits were made. One 
of each of Oswald’s hands and one of his face. The, both 
exhibits of his hands show a positive response. The response 
in terms of his face is as follows which is exhibit number one 
a cast of Oswald’s face. Results of examination: no nitrates 
were found on exhibit number one. That’s the official docu- 
ment of the Dallas City County Criminal Investigation 
Laboratory, Analyst Louie L, Anderson, In other words, this 
paraffin test if it proves anything in addition to proving 
the fact that the Director of the FBI in Dallas made a delib- 
erate falsehood when he said it showed there were nitrates 
on the face and Mr. Curry, himself, was in error in stating 
that it proved that Oswald was the assassin. If the test 
is of any value, it proves that Oswald could not have fired 
a rifle on November 22nd. Unless, of course, he was wearing 
a rubber face mash or some such thing. But, ordinarily, it 
would tend to prove that ho did not fire a rifle on that day. 
Nov/ I think this is indicative of the problems facing the 
American people and the people of the world v/ho are also 
deeply concerned about the events of Dallas on the 22nd in 
terms of getting the facts because all of these— this 
information has been termed "Top Secret 11 by the Commission 
and by the Government, but nevertheless, the Director of the 
FBI in Dallas is permitted to make statements which are 
totally untrue and had we not been fortunate enough to 
secure a copy of the original paraffin tost, we would not 
know those statements are untrue. On. the question of the 
murder of Patrolman Tippit there, uh, we were told by the 
District Attorney and by the Chief of Police that they had, 
that a number of witnesses identified Oswald as the person 
who killed Tippit. Now, Oswald, uh, has already, if the 
story is accurate, left the Book Depository Building, taken 
a bus, then a taxicab, gone home, and he is now walking 
through the streets trying obviously to hide* He is the most 
wanted man in the history of America. Obviously he committed 
the worst crime ever committed, these shores and he sees 
Tippit and for some reason he kills him* It would seem that 
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Tipn \ ,\unt have tried to r 3 him. According to tho 
Chic: rl Police, uh, accord : to the stories which Tver 
released at the tine, Tippix did try to stop him and 
according to Chief Curry in a statement given to the 
■New York Times" and printed there some months ago, Curry 
said if it were not for Tippit stopping Oswald, we never 
would have found Oswald. We would have had to instead have 
made a run down of all the: 90 employees in the Book 
Depository Building to got Oswald's description. By then 
he may have been out of the country. Well, the fact is 
that Tippit , we were told was stopping Oswald because of 
the description which had been broadcast twelve minutes 
after the assassination. That was the first story and now 
they were saying there was no description and if Tippit 
had not stopped Oswald that perhaps the description would 
have come too late. Well, there was one eyewitness to the 
assassination, the murder of Patrolman Tippit, Her name is 
Helen Louise Markham. X have the affidavit here which she 
gave to the Dallas District Attorney's Office, I also have 
the — this controversial tape recording which I made 
reference to before the Commission and which the Chief 
Justice has indicated that he does not believe exists, 
but there is such a tape recording and I will play it for 
you if you like, 

G: Uh, uh, excuse me Mark, Has this tape ever been player 

before? 

It has never been played anywhere before, 

Gi So, this is the first time it will have been heard by 
anyone except you? 

L: That, that is correct. 

G; And, uh, Chief Justice Warren asked you to play if for 
the Commission? 
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L: Yes, he did, 

G: And you refused? 

L: I refused at that time. I explained to the Chief Justice 

that there was an attorney-client relationship here. I was 
not permitted to release this information to anyone and the 
Commission was quite hostile about that, but I explained to 
them that unfortunately that that was the situation, X would 
try to secure permission to play it. To secure a copy of it 
for them, 1 have since then secured permission and today I 
mailed a copy of this tape to them, 

G: I see, 

i J 

L: But they’ve not heard it yet. 

G: I see. Go ahead. Now, you have there an affidavit by 

the alleged eyewitness to the murder of Patrolman Tippit? 

L: Yes. And her name is Helen Louise Markham, and in her 

affidavit, this is the one she gave to the ™ the Dallas 
Police on the 22nd day of November, an affidavit in any 
fact taken before me in this State of Texas, County of Dallas* 
At approximately. I'm quoting now. It’s a short affadavit. 

I’d like to read it all, 

G : Pi ease , 

L: n At approximately 1:06 p.m. , November 22nd, 1963, I was 

standing on the corner of East Tenth and Patton Street waiting 
for traffic to go by when X saw a squad car stop in front of 
404 East Tenth, about 50 feet from where I was standing, I 
saw a young white man walk up to the squad car opposite the 
driver’s side, lean over and- put Ills arms in the dooi* of the 
car for a few seconds, then straighten up and step back from 
the car two or three feet. At this point the officer got 
out of the squad car and started around in front of the car. 
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and just as ho got even with the left front wheel, this young 
white man shot the officer and the officer fell to the pave- 
ment. I screamed and the nan ran west on East Tenth Street 
across Patton Street and went out of sight. Helen L. Markham," 
According to this affidavit, therefore, Mr, Oswald who was 
tho most v/anted man in America at that time was walking down 
Patton and Tenth Street until he saw a parked police car, 

Without being called over, he walked over to the police car, 
leaned on the door with both of his arms, and engaged in a 
short conversation with the officer and thou later killed 
him, Uk, 1, it would hardly seems like the kind of conduct 
of someone who is trying to escape from the authorities 
would ordinarily engage in. In any event, Mrs. Markham told 
me at the one point that the man who she saw was wearing a 
light gray jacket. How, when Oswald was last seen at the 
Book Depository Building he was wearing a dark brown shirt 
and when he was arrested and brought into the Dallas Police 
Station moments after the killing of Tippit, he was wearing 
a dark brown shirt and no light gray jacket at all. Uh, 
ill's, Markham said that the man who shot Tippit was short, 

Oswald, according to the Dallas Police description was 
medium or a little bit taller than medium height, about five 
feet ten. Mrs, Markham said that the man who shot Tippit 
was a man who had somewhat bushy hair. She used different 
phrases. At one time she said bushy hair. Another time she 
said somewhat. Another time she said a little bushy, but she 
told the reporters, and this was reported in the Dallas 
newspapers the day of the assassination, that the man was bushy 
haired without any qualification. By the time she spoke with 
me on March 2 there was some qualifications, but it v/as 
still somewhat bushy or a little bushy. She told the Dallas 
reporters and it v?as reported in the "Dallas Times^ Herald" 
just after the assassination that the man was heavy. She didn't 
tell me quite that ho v/as heavy. She, uh, said he was a little 
on the heavy side, slightly F heavy, etc, words of qualification. 
The only part of the description which is not qualified was 
the, his boing short. She was quite firm about that. Now, 
Oswald was quite slender, a little taller than average, and 
he had very thin hair which was receding. And, one conic- 
hardly think of a description, uh, which differed more fr-m 
Oswald than the description, uh, given by Mrs, Markham the 
one eyewitness to the murder of Tippit, 
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G: How tall is Mrs, Markham? 

L : I don T t know, I haven’t, I haven't seen her, I f ve 

just spoken to her by phone and of that time a couple of 
correspondence. I think it’s a good question if she's short 
someone her height, a little taller might appear tall. Yes , 

X should find that out. Oh, and, so we have this statement 
in reference to, u h, to Patrolman Tippit, 1 can tell you 
this, Ve now have a statement, uh, from another witness to 
the, uh, Tippit killing. This is a witness who has been 
questioned at our request by the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation* Months and months ago she was questioned. She is 
an eyewitness to the killing of Officer Tippit. To this day 
she has not been called before the barren Commission to 
testify, and her statement is that she saw the killing of 
Tippit and two men 7/ere involved in the murder of Tippit, 
two men. One on each side of the street conversing with 
each other, Tippit got out of the car and walked toward 
one, this man pulled out a revolver, shot that man and then 
both of these men, who had been conversing before the 
shooting, ran in opposite directions. Thus far the Commission, 
which I assume must know of this testimony because we gave it 
to the FBI months ago and now we have given it to the Commission 
well, the Commission has dined to call this eyewitness 

r ■. this other eyewitnc to the murder of Patrolman 

Tipp t. I have made no ref * - nee to this other eyewitne^ 1 
until this time. We wanted to make sure that our stator. e . 
were secured from her in writing and by tape, etc,, so tt _e 
could be no question about that, TCe now have, uh, the state- 
ments secured in that fashion so X can't— 

G: Do you — 

L: Make reference to her. 

G: Do you have a statement here with you? 
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L: I am not in, uh, I do not have her permission at this 

time to release her statement but I hope that within the 
next tv/o weeks I will be able to release her statement 
entirely, 

G; To whom was her first voluntary, uh, statement made? 

L: To someone associated with our inquiry, 

G: No, I, I don f t mean that, Mark, I ’in, I’m talking 

about the FBI, Did she come forward shortly after 
November 22nd, and say I saw the killing of Officer 

Tippit? 

L : She stated this to Agents who came in that neighborhood 

and questioned her , yes , 

'G: And, has, have they gone back to interview her, to 

interrogate her? 

L: Yes, they have questioned her on more than one occasion, 

G: And she has not been called by the Warren Commission? 

L : She has not been called by the Commission, 

G: And, uh, why does she suggest this be so, or what is 

your suggestion? 

L: She has no theories at all and, uh, she is, she is an 

excellent witness in, in the area of speculation or conjecture. 
She says I'm sorry I don’t know about that, and if you ask her 
a question, just try to lead her slightly^she said I'm sorry 
X just gave you all the information X have. She is very 
firm about what she knows and she won’t go into this area 
as to why they’re not calling her, she merely says I’m 
telling the truth and I’ll tell it to anyone who wants to 
hear it but I can't tell anything which I don’t know. 
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G; Is there something you want to add here before you 
get to the tape? 

L: Ho, I think perhaps this might be a good point, 

G; Well , I , I actually want to play the tape immediately 

after the news which is just a moment or two, Mark Lane, 
but I, I want, want to ask this, are you at liberty now to 
toll me and the audience how you obtained the conversation 
with 'rs. Markham, your taped witness? 

L: This was a telephone conversation, which was taped , 

unfortunately, the law would require that whoever was involved 
himself, in the taping probably has violated the law, the 
rules of the Federal Communications Commission if this took 
place from one state to another. And, under those circum- 
stances, I think it f s best that I not go into the question 
of how it was taped or taped, or who did it. But, I can 
tell you that it’s been sent to the Commission. I f ve 
invited the Commission to play the tape for Mrs. Markham 
to see if she will identify this as her voice. 

G: Has she identified it for you as her voice? 

L: Uh, this, well. 

{Garbled — both talking) 

G; Is, is she, 

L: To my knowledge. 

G: Do, do you have permission from her to release this tape? 

L: Ho, I don't have permission from her, 

G: Well, uh, why are you releasing it? 
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L: She has been questioned any number of times. The 

Commission knows that there is such a tap© and, uh, a 
copy of th© tap© has been sent to the Commission at 
their request. It is now a document which is totally 
and completely privileged in that it, uh, belongs to 
the Commission and has been sent to them in due course 
and I have a right to play it under those circumstance. 

G: Was she aware of the fact at the time of the 

conversation that her voice was being recorded? 

L; Well, that T s, that, there we go into the legal question 
of whether or not anyone is 1 i bel for the commission of any 
act and I rather, therefore, not answer that particular 
question* 

G: But you surely will be asked this question by the 

Warren Commission as I assume you already have. 

* 

L: Yes, they asked me that question and I gave them an 

answer somewhat similar to, yours. 

G: Uh, you had, you did not play the tape at that time 

because you say it was, uh, a privileged communication. Uh, 
and, I f m given to understand that at that time Chief Justice 
Warren said in effect, and please correct my language hero, 
that he did not believe either a tape existed or the contents 
of the tape, which? 

L: He indicated that he did not believe that the tape 

existed at all. Mrs. Markham evidently has been called 
before the Commission and has denied that she made any 
statement to me at all, denied that she ever talked with 
me. And, when the Commission told me that I said I r m sorry 
gentlemen, she did talk with , me and I have a tape recording 
of what she said and the Chief Justice said that if I did 
not produce the tape recording, he was inclined to believe 
that it did not exist. 
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G: As a lawyer, Mark Lane, and an officer of the court, can 

you explain to me what your liability is here? 

L: Well, the liability of the person who made the tape, 

you mean? 

G: Well, is it not, I T ve not heard the tape. Is it not your 

voice on the tape? 

L: Oh, yes. Uh, the question is who, it is me. It is a 

conversation of my speaking with Mrs. Markham, The question 
is who actually made a recording of the conversation, 

G; Uh, 

L: Which took place. 

G; How about — how about the liability of the man who 
arranged for the recording to be made? 

L: Well, yes, whoever arranged for it to be made would also 

be responsible, 

G: And so, you 1 re telling me now that you f ve made, you have 

a tape recording of a conversation between you and Mrs, Markham 
but you did not arrange for that recording to he made, 

L: No, I’m just , I'm just not commenting on the question, 

that's all, 

G: Will you ever answer the question? 

* 

L: Uh, I don f t think so, I tell you, I don’t, it T s not 

really related to the qiiestion of the assassination. 

jj 

G: No, I understand, X understand and, of course, uh, there 

are obviously cases in which the important thing is to get, 
uh, justice and worry about the periphery, uh, uh, areas 
after justice has been done. 
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L; Yes, precisely, 

G: Uh, on that note let’s pause for the news on WMCA in 

Hew York, Cm talking with Mr, Mark Lane an attorney who 
is here in New York discussing the latest evidence in the 
assassination of, uh. President John F. Kennedy, And, uh, 
in a moment is going to play for the first time anywhere 
a tape recording of a conversation between he and Mrs, 

Markham. Mrs, Markham is the lady who witnessed the murder 
of Patrolman Tippit in Dallas, Texas, on that, uh, unfortunate 
and tragic day, Here’s the news, 

PAUSE IN TAPE RECORDING 

G: Ladies and gentlemen, my guest on radio WMCA in 

New York is Mr. Mark Lane an attorney who has been 
retained to try and clear the name of the accused assassin 
of President Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald, He was formerly 
a New York State Assemblyman, and now, Mark Lane, suppose 
you, uh, give us the prologue of this tape. 

L : Uh, I’ll, I’ll play it now. This is a conversation 

between myself and Mrs. Markham the eyewitness to the, or 
so ^he says, the, she says e: f s the sole eyewitness to the 
a nation of President vedy and this was a conversa- 
tion which took place be two* us on March 2nd, 1964, 

(Then he plays tape recort Mn -.—starts where Mark Lane asks 
"Do you recall v/hat the gentleman was wearing who shot 
Officer Tippit?") 

A verbatim transcription of this tape 
recording incorporating that part played 
at this time has been furnished previously 
to the President *s J Commission , 

(Lane stops recording where Mrs, Markham is saying "I just 
thought it was a friendly conversation, ") 

G: That’s the, uh, tape recording played for the first 

Lime between Hr s. Markham and, uh, yourself? 

L: Yes, that’s correct. 
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G: She said one thing, Mark Lane, She said she identified 

Oswald or the man who committed the murder in the lineup, 

I've never heard that before, 

L: Yes, uh, she said that, uh, there was more to the tape 

recording than I played. It would take, uh, about, over 
an hour, 

G: Yes. 

L: And she does. And there — there was also some 

conversation which was not recorded. But, uh, I do recall 
that she told me that she, I, I, discussed this with her 
in greater detail. She said she was taken to the lineup 
that evening of November 22nd and there were three men in 
the lineup and, uh, one of them was a very fat man with, uh, 
heavy, uh, blue shirt on and, uh, that wa s blue slipover 
sweater. That was obviously not the man who did it she said. 
And then there was one man wearing a light gray jacket and 
dark trousers, and she said that was the man, 

G: Now, where did that gray jacket come from? 

L : I would like to know that myself, 

G: And was that man Oswald wearing the gray jacket in 

the lineup? 

L : I don't, I don’t know. She said that she was told that 

it was Oswald, 

G: Well, we must assume that it was, 

L; Well, I, at this point I'm not ready to assume that 
anything the Dallas Police say is necessarily so, I haven't 
been able to catch them in an accuracy yet. 


y 
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G: It, it should certainly be easy to find out whether 

Oswald was in indeed in the lineup and, uh, who the other 
men were* Obviously, police officers or police attaches of 
one kind that’s the 

L : Or suspects , yes * 

G: Or some— Well, I doubt that. They usually put 

policemen around them, four or five and the, the uh, uh, 
man accused of crime mixed up in the group, 

L: Yes, I think that’s true* 1 think it’s rather 

unusual to find someone with a gray jacket and dark 
trousers when, especially when she gives that description. 

She only gave that description as she said to the Dallas 
Police and then there was a man in the lineup with a 
gray jacket and dark trousers. When Oswald was brought 
to the police station, he had no gray, uh, jacket at all. 

He just had that dark brown shirt which, of course, is 
present in all of the pictures of Oswald, 

G: Yes, 

h: In the police, police station and being taken to the 

police station and on television, 

G; Now, uh, earlier on, not tonight but in a past 
discussion here with a member of the conservative party, 
you started to tell me before we ran out of time, uh, 
unless you want to add something in this area, 

hi No , no . 

G: Fine, You started to tell me about the assassination 

itself and the things that you have uncovered. 

L: Yes, Well, uh, the, probably the most remarkable thing 

is the fact that three versions of the, official versions 
of what took place all different have been presented in order 
by the Federal and state authorities including the FBI and 
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the Dallas Police and the Dallas District Attorneys Office, 

We started with one piece of hard intelligence. That is 
that a bullet entered the President’s throat from the front. 
About that there was no question. Doctor Kemp Clark, the 
physician who pronounced the President dead in the 
Parkland Memorial Hospital, said that the bullet wound in 
the throat was clearly an entrance wound. Dr, McClelland, 
the Senior physician of the hospital, said the wound in the 
throat was an entrance wound. He said we see bullet wounds 
and we treat them every day here in Dallas and I know an 
entrance wound, which is small and neat, from an exit wound, 
which is large and gapping. That was an entrance wound. 

And Dr. Malcolm Perry, who is the physician who performed 
the tracheotomy on the President, uh, said that it was 
clearly an entrance wound. He, in fact, inserted a tube into 
the President’s throat and he said he followed the path of 
the bullet and the bullet ranged downward into the chest. 

He inserted the tube downward in that fashion in order to 
prevent the President from strangling on the blood in his 
throat at that time and prolonged his life a short period 
of time in that fashion. And so, starting with the information 
tho President was shot from the front, the first theory was 
released. Mr, Wade said that he had a map. He had uncovered 
a map in Oswald’s room which showed that Oswald had planned 
the shooting just as it took place. That is, Oswald was on 
the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building and as the 
car approached the building on Houston Street before it turned 
away down Elm while they were still approaching the building, 
Oswald fired tho first shot. And the "Hew York Times" on 
November 23rd carried a greatly detailed story of the Government 
version then that Oswald fired from the building directly on 
Houston Street, swung his rifle in an arc of over, of over 
90 degrees as the car made a sharp left turn, and then fired 
twice more striking the Governor and fatally wounding the 
President striking him in the back of the head. And that was 
the first theory. And that T s theory was completely consistent 
with the medical evidence and, therefore, had that virtue 
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because it did explain how the President was shot in front 
of the throat. However, the remarkable thing is that every 
witness on the scene and all the still pictures taken show 
that the car was not on Houston Street approaching the Book 
Depository Building when the first shot was fired, but, in 
fact, had passed the Book Depository Building, had made the 
sharp turn and was, the back of the car was facing the building 
when the first shot was fired. Governor Connally, himself 
said "Yes, we had turned already. We had gone 70 yards past 
the building. The building was behind us when the first shot 
was fired," Every witness said this. The Secret Service 
re-enacted the crime and found that every witness agreed. 

Four reporters writing in ’The Dallas Morning News" the next 
day said that was true. There was no — and the still pictures 
show that was true. And so theory number one explicitly 
explained by the Government and printed in the "Times" as 
the official version on the day after the assassination was 
completely abandoned and theory number two took place, placing 
the car where, actually where it was when the first shot was 
fired some 75 yards past the Book Depository Building and moving 
directly away from the building. This raises some questions. 

Uh, how did Oswald shoot the President from the front from 
behind? It raises another question. How about that map which 
Mr, Wade said "we have in our possession. We found it in 
Oswald’s room showing that he planned to shoot as the car 
approached the build — the building and while it was on 
Houston Street," Well, that was handled in this fashion 
November 27th, AP report, Mr. Wade announced today that there 
never was a map. Any reference to a map found in Oswald’s 
x'oom was a mistake. Well, it certainly was a mistake and, 
therefore, that piece of evidence was gone. But, how did 
Oswald shoot the President in the front of the throat when 
he was now behind him? Well, version number two was enunciated, 
and this was done at the request of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as a result of tlie background briefing sessions 
by "Life" magazine in a full page article on December 6th of, 
uh, last year called "An End to Nagging Rumors, Those Six 
Critical Seconds" and "Life" sought to end all dialogue in 
this case, in this country by stating it was very simple. 


1B« 
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Oswald did shoot the President from the front * The bullet 
entered the throat and ranged downward into the chest said 
"Life" on December Gth, It's true Oswald was in the Book 
Depository Building. It f s true that the Presidential 
limousine had passed the building and was some 75 yards 
away. It's also true that Oswald was the lone assassin. 

How is it all possible said "Life." It f s simple, Xf f s 
simple because' the President had turned completely around and 
was facing the' Book Depository Building when the first shot 
was fired. Now, one has to question not only "Life f s" 
judgment because that statement is totally in error. The 
President was looking almost directly to the front when the 
first shot was fired. But, more than their judgment is in 
question , I think, because the week before in "Life" magazine, 
itself, on November 29th they had, of course, previously 
purchased the film taken by the amateur photographer and they 
ran a series of stills from that motion picture film and with 
"Life’s" own captions, the week before they ran the theory 
saying the President had turned around they showed in their 
own captions, in their own magazine on November 29th that the 
President v/as looking almost directly to the front when the 
first bullet entered his throat from the front. And so, 

"Life" a week later repudiated itself in order to explain this 
theory. The problem with that theory is that the motion picture 
showed that it was not true, TCe saw on television, of course, 
that picture has not been shown publicly here but we did see 
on television one reporter, I think he was a CBS reporter, 
who was shown the film and who then, uh, acted out what he had 
seen. And he showed that the President was looking almost 
directly to the front when the first shot was fired. Uh, the 
film does seem to show that, the still clip certainly show 
that evoryone’s testimony is that that is what happened, 
including reporters from "The Dallas Morning News" and others 
on the scene including Mrs. Connally who said the President 
—she had just said something to tho President. Tragically 
enough she had just said "You cannot say, Mr. President, that 
the people of Dallas have not given you a warm welcome today." 
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And he was leaning toward her* She was sitting in front of 
him when he was, when he was, uh, about to answer and was 
shot* (garbled) 

0: I , 1 don f t know, Mark Lane, if you’re aware of the fact 

that the new "Life” magazine has a story by Mrs. Connally. 

; ■ • ' 

L: No, I haven’t seen that, 

G: Uh, Oh, 1 beg your pardon. It’s not "Life/’ it’s 

"McCall’s,” The new, the new "McCall’s" magazine which I 
have just read last night, I believe an advance copy, 

l: Oh. 

G: Do you have it, Judy? I’d like, I’d like very much to 

have it— read that portion to you because it— it’s a bit of, 

uh, uh, writing on this very point in which she describes the 
instant of the impact Of the bullet* 

L : Oh, I’d like very much to see it. 

G: Judy will get it, and I will read it to you but go ahead. 

L: Oh, fine, In any event it was now conceded that the 

President was looking forward, so version number two, uh, 
established by the authorities was abandoned. And now they 
had to come to version number three. But, any explanation 
of how Oswald shot the President from the front when he was 
behind him, if the President was looking forward, would have 
to require a change in the evidence it would seem. And that 
took place. 

END OF HEEL ONE 


The physicians in the Parkland Memorial Hospital had never been 
questioned by a single Agent of the Federal, state, or local 
Government; no one from the FBI, the Secret Service, the 
Dallas Police, the Dallas District Attorney’s Office for a 
month after the assassination. This is a, uh, very curious, 
uh, matter I would suggest because in any ordinary homicide 
there is a, uh — when there is any question at all in terms 
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of how the uh— where the shots came from, all that is 
required is the medical statement in terms of an analysis 
of how the bullet coursed through the, uh, body of the victim 
and then if you know which direction the person was facing, 
you just extlrpolate that bullet path projectory and you 
know exactly where the shots came from. And so it is remark- 
able that a month passed and no one ever talked to these 
physicians who, of course, had examined the President while 
he was alive and were in an excellent position to explain, 
uh, the course of the path of the bullet and the damage it 
did to the President* But now a month passed and two 
Agents of the United States Secret Service then journeyed 
to the Parkland Memorial Hospital and met with the physicians* 
They had, the Secret Service Agents had a copy of the autopsy 
report on their laps but refused to allow the physicians to 
see it. And after three hour session with the, with the 
physicians, the Secret Service Agents were able to leave the 
room and to state that the physicians in the Parkland 
Memorial Hospital all announced and agreed that they were 
all in error when they said that the bullet wound in the 
throat was an entrance wound* They confessed error* The 
fact is that the President had been shot from the back* The 
bullet entered the top of the President's head and a fragment 
of the bullet or bon*' exited from the throat causing a large 
gapping wound which the physicians all thought was a small 
neat wound when they examined* him in the Parkland Memorial 
Hospital* And so it seems that the evidence was sharply 
altered to meet the theory that Oswald was the lone assassin. 
Now Richard Dudmond, who is a highly respected Washington 
correspondent for the "St, Louis Post Dispatch" called 
Dr, McClelland and said what made you change your mind 
doctor? And Dr. McClelland said two things made me change 
my mind* First of all the autopsy and Dudmond said you saw 
the autopsy, and, uh, Dr* McClelland said no, they never let 
me, they wouldn't let me look at the autopsy but the Secret 
Service Agents told me what was in there and I believe them. 
And what was the second thing Dudmond said? And, uh. 
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McClelland said the second thing which made me change my 
mind in believing that the wound in the throat was not an 
entrance wound but an exit wound was the history of the case 
given to me by the Secret Service Agents* Dudmond said you 
mean the medical history, and he said no, no, not the 
medical history. The Agents told me that Oswald was behind 
the President when he fired and, therefore, the wound in 
the throat would have to be an exit wound. I, I question 
that as expert medical testimony. The other physician. 

Dr. Malcolm Perry told a reporter for a national news 
magazine "Newsweek” magazine which has the story in their 
files but has never yet printed it, told one of their 
reporters that 1 can only tell you this, that the wound 
in the throat is officially now an exit wound and, uh, she 
asked how, how he could be so certain at one time that it was 
an entrance wound and now take the position it was an exit 
wound. Actually, uh, one must remember that the story now 
is that the President was shot in the back of the head and 
the bullet exited from the throat. Why then did Dr. Perry 
insert a tube into the President’s throat ranging downward 
into the chest following the path of the bullet if the bullet 
didn’t go in that direction. And he indicated that that was 
a very good question. He said "I wish I could tell you more 
about this case but I'm not permitted to discuss the case 
I'm only permitted to say the wound in the throat is a exit 
wound and I can say off the record that that certainly ties 
up the case very neatly for the FBI in view of the rest of 
the evidence does it not.” That was the last medical state- 
ment that I know of on the case by the Parkland Hospital 
doctors. 


G; >.<ark Lane, I, I have in l he inner room got the 'up coming 
edition of the "McCall *6" magazine not yet on the stands J 



Records oi the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 



Assassination of President 
* John Fitz serai d Kennedy 


G: It Is by Mrs* John Connally, wife of the Governor 

of Texas r as told to Michael Drury, Again the August edition 
of "McCall's * 11 I quote an excerpts but every word of the 
excerpt. "The crowds were tremendous. We rode through 
downtown Dallas surrounded by cheerful happy faces. I was 
delighted. It isn't easy to ride in a motorcade; you have 
to look pleasant, yet you don't want a frozen smile on your 
face. It is something of a strain, and as we neared the end 
of the run, we all began to relax and let down a little. It 
was a wonderfully triumphant moment, and unable to restrain 
my pleasure any longer, I turned on the jump seat and said 
'Mr, President, you can't say Dallas doesn't love you. f 
lie did not reply, or if he did, it was lost in the terror 
of what followed, for in that instant the first shot rang 
out. I heard it and though I handle guns myself and am 
familiar with rifles, I did not in that split second realize 
It was gunfire, I knew only that it was an ominous and 
frightening sound, that we were caught in' something terribly 
wrong, I looked directly at the President. He clutched 
his throat with both hands, and I felt sure he was dead. 

His face went blank. There was no pain or shock or fear 
just nothingness- His face was completely expressionless, 
as if the person had gone. Sitting on my right, John" the 
Governor, "turned very fast to his right trying to look 
around at the President, Not getting him in his line of vision, 
he started turning to his left and the second bullet hit him. 

I heard John say, 'They're going to kill us all.* He recoiled 
to his right and slumped over, still upright in his seat. / 

My one thought was to get him out of the line of fire, and I 
pulled him down onto my lap and bent over him. It did not 
occur to me that I might be hit, too; I thought my .husband was 
dead, and I could not think beyond that. As it happened, that 
instinctive action helped save his life because the bullet 
had torn through his right shoulder and out his chest leaving 
what is called a sucking wound. That means that every time 
you breathe, you take in more air through the wound than into 
your lungs and you strangle, A doctor's first act would have 
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been' to close that wound and when I pulled John down on 
my lap," he — "his crouched position partially blocked it. 

Even so, if tlje hospital had been minutes farther away, we 
might not have made it in time, I heard the third shot and the 
Secret Service command to pull out of the motorcade and drive 
to the nearest hospital; but after John was hit, I didn’t look 
back again," And then she goes on into the rest of the 
narrative. 


Ii : Yes , that is completely consistent with all of the evidence 

I have in terms of what took place. But, that is totally 
inconsistent with the present posture of the Government in 
terms of how it all happened. The, uh, last word on the medical 
testimony was printed in the "New York Times" with pictures, 
perhaps you recall when the Secret Service posed down in Dallas 
and they drew marks on the various individuals representing 
the President and Governor Connally to indicate how the shots 
were fired. They indicated that the first bullet and this 
is the latest official Government theory according to the 
"New York Times" with the ; Secret Service Agents with the chalk 
marks and tape marks on thf m* They now indicate that the first 
bullet entered the Presidents right shoulder, went through 
the shoulder, and went into Governor Connally. Now, the 
problem with that story is that the Governor was, therefore, 
looking directly to the front. He had not yet had a chance 
to turn around after the first bullet had actually entered the 
President’s throat. The second problem with that story is if 
it is true that the first bullet entered the President's 
shoulder and went through him and struck the Governor, why 
did the President then clutch his throat when the first shot 
was fired? 


G: Mark, I must pause for the news on WIJCA, New York, I f m 

talking with Mr. Mark Lane, Attorney who has been retained as 
you know to try and clear the name of the late Lee Harvey 
Oswald, I should add here as X did at the beginning of the 
broadcast that this is merely an opportunity to, uh, hear the, 
uh, Mark Lane ideas, theories, uh # the information that he has 
gathered and by no means is it a testament by me that I approve 
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of the facts because like you, I 'm a witness sitting by the 
side of the road, uh, very much interested in this case, 
obviously. But I have no way of ascertaining the truth or 
veracity of the comment. Mark, is there anything you want 
to add? Where does the investigation stand at the moment? 

L: Well, we're eagerly awaiting the, uh, report of the 

Warren Commission to find out what, I assume, will be the 
last Government position on what took place on the 22nd in 
Dallas, 

G: There, there* s one thing which you've not touched on. 

Has the theory been advanced as I sure, I'm sure it must have 
that this entry wound in the throat was as the result of a 
ricocheting bullet? 

L: No, I don’t think so, I think that in all the various 

Government theories as to what happened, they never passed, 
uh, along that one at all except to say that the bullet entered 
the top of the head from the rear and exited either a bullet 
fragment or bone fragment exited at the throat* But, uh, 

I f m very grateful to you for this reference to Mrs, Connally’s 
article in "McCall f s” because it’s, uh, it f s consistent with 
everything that we've been able to discover in terms of what 
took place and as, as totally inconsistent with the Government 
medical evidence now as there can be because the present 
Government story — 

G: Uh, 

L; Is that the bullet, the, the first bullet entered the 
President's shoulder and went through Governor Connally before 
he turned around and she said that’s not true. The pictures 
show that's not true. 

G: The implication here though, Mark, by you is that the 

Government or the Warren Commission is for some reason trying 
to keep witnesses out. The, the lady that you referred to 
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who as an eyewitness to the Tippit slaying; the autopsy 
report not shown to the doctor; the, uh, the uh, dialogue 
on the entry or the exit of the bullet. The implication 
would seem that the, uh, Government doesn’t want all of the 
story released. Now, why would they — 

L: Yos, I believe that is, that is true. 

G: But why? ( 

L: I don’t really know that. I can just tell you, that uh, 

X won’t name him but a very good friend of both of ours who 
is a leading liberal in this town with whom I discussed the 
case said to me "Why don’t you drop the whole thing? Let’s 
assume that Oswald was innocent or that there were, there 
was a group involving Oswald, either way, and that the 
Government’s story is incorrect. Oswald is dead; the 
President is dead, IHiat can possibly gain by raising these 
things?" And, well, X won't give my answer, I think it 
should be— 

G; Well, ray answer, ray answer to that would be if there are 
two men or three men or nine men or fifty men involved, then 
I want all of them brought to justice. 

L; Yes, of course. I, I feel that too. And 1 think we 
should have *all of the facts. This was the most important 
public crime, most dastardly crime in the history of our 
country, and I think we’re entitled to all the facts in a 
democratic society. 

G: Are you, are you tailing me also that you believe 

Oswald is innocent or was Oswald an accomplice in a larger 
group? 

h: Well , I don’t know. I do know that the, the story that 

Oswald was the lone assassin cannot be true; that the medical 
evidence and the other facts prove that that is not true. 

Now I have not seen evidence which proves that Oswald was 
involved in the assassination. There are a number of things 

*5 . . ; ■ v i. " l il - * - . 
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that he did that day, which would, which raise questions in 
my mind, quite frankly, and would have to be explained. 
Unfortunately, I was not able to see him, lie was killed before 
he was the only client 1 ever represented who was killed before 
X represented him and, therefore, X, X am unable, I T m at a 
disadvantage and so is, therefore, his defense. Uh, I just 
want to finish this last point. 

G: Please. 

L; If X might Barry, and tl ■ this, this leading liberal 
v’o lc --ay to me when I expla to him as you did that, as 

you C a foment ago why it* *portant to get the facts. 

He’d "Well, don’t you ha faith in the Chief Justice 
and the Commission to get p.j be facts?*’ I'd say, the^ "o 

him this that I have faith :r you too. YouVe a great lrJv ;.i . 
You're really concerned about the Government and, uh, and uh, 
the functioning of democracy. But you have asked me to stay 
out of this. You’ve indicated that you, yourself, would 
suppress the facts because Oswald is dead; the President is 
dead, I think that in a functioning democratic society we 
can't have faith in any one individual to get the facts and 
to think for us no matter how benign he may be. We have to 
do the hard work ourselves in order for democracy to thrive. 

G: Mark Lane, I thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen 

Mark Lane, Attorney, who had been retained to try and clear 
the name of Lee Harvey Oswald, no longer retained I understand 
by Mrs. Oswald. The tape that you’ve heard this evening has 
been played on the air for the first time anywhere, A copy of 
that tape was sent prior to the broadcast to the Warren 
Commission by Mr. Lane and, uh, he's going to be appearing 
this week beginning tomorrow through next Sunday at Theater 
Four at 424 West 55th Street as he puts it to discuss the 
latest evidence in the assassination at a series of public 
lectures. I thank you very much. 

L: Thank you. 


END REEL TWO 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dallas , Texas 
August 7 , 1964 


&> 




LEE HARVEY OSWALD 


The President's Commission advised during a recent 
appearance on the Barry Gray program, which is broadcast 
nightly over station WMCA, New York City, Mark Lane alleged 
that several months before he had advised the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation of a witness to the Tippit shooting. This 
alleged witness , vftto is a woman , was reported to have been 
interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, but she 
was never called as a witness by the President's Commission. 
She is alleged to have stated she saw two people involved in 
the Tippit shooting , one on each side of the street , con- 
versing with each other. After the shooting of Tippit, these 
two men were alleged to have run in opposite directions. In 
the broadcast , which was taped , Lane refers to the woman as 
"another witness to the Tippit killing" and "this other eye- 
witness to the murder of Patrolman Tippit." 

The President's commission , by undated letter re- 
ceived at Federal Bureau of Investigation headquarters , 
Washington, D. C., July 29, 1964, requested it be advised 
whether Mr. Lane or anyone associated with him furnished in- 
formation to the Federal Bureau of Investigation about a 
witness meeting the above description, and whether or not such 
a woman was interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
The President's Commission also requested to be advised whether 
the name of this witness was furnished to it if such a witness 
exists . 


A review of all references to Mark Lane contained in 
the files of the Dallas Office of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation was made and no information was located indicating 
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Mr. Lane, or an associate, furnished information regarding a 
woman witness to the shooting of Tippit as described previously. 

It is noted in this connection , that as late as April 30 , 1964 , 

Lane , in his speeches , stated there was only one eyewitness to 
the Tippit shooting, namely, Helen Louise Markham. 

A review of the investigation relating to the 
shooting of j. d. Tippit was made, and there is only one known female 
eyewitness to the shooting. This one eyewitness is Helen 
Louise Markham, who has testified before the President's com- 
mission . 


It was noted during a review of the results of in- 
vestigation relating to the Tippit shooting, the report of 
Special Agent Robert P. Gemberling, Dallas, Texas, dated 
March 10 , 1964 , on pages 262-264 , sets forth the interview of 
Ted Callaway. Mr. Callaway, who , on November 22, 1963, was 
employed at Harris Brothers Auto Sales , 501 East Jefferson , 
Dallas, Texas, stated at about 1*00 p.m. that date he heard 
about five shots , which apparently came from the back of the 
car sales lot on 10th Street. He stated he ran out on the 
Patton Street side of the sales lot toward 10th street, 
looking in the direction of 10th Street, when he observed a 
person running in a sort of trot on the east side of Patton 
toward Jefferson Avenue. This man had a pistol in his right 
hand in a "raised pistol" position. He said the man was across 
the street from him and he hollered at the man, "Hey, man, what 
the hell is going on!" He said the man slowed his pace, 
shrugged his shoulders and made an unintelligible reply and 
continued toward Jefferson. 

Mr. Callaway said he called to salesman B. D. Searcy 
and told him, "Keep your eye on that man and follow him." 
Callaway then went to the place on 10th Street east of Patton 
where Patrolman Tippit was lying in the street, apparently dead. 

The report of special Agent Gemberling dated 
February 11 , 1964 , on page 93 sets forth an interview with Mrs . 
Mary Brock , who , on November 22 , 1963 , was employed at the 
Ballew Texaco Service Station located in the 600 block of East 


- 2 - 


Records of Ihe John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 


Reg LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

Jefferson Street in Dallas, Mrs. Brock advised that at about 
1 s 30 P.M. on November 22, 1963, a man came past her walking 
at a fast pace. About five minutes later two individuals 
from Johnny Reynolds Used Car Lot came to the station and in- 
quired if she had seen a young white man come by the station. 

She advised them she had and the person was last observed in 
the parking lot directly behind Ballew's Texaco Service Station* 
Mrs, Brock identified a photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald as being 
a picture of the individual she had seen, Mrs. Brock is not 
known to have appeared before the President's commission, nor is 
it known whether she was interviewed by any member of the 
President's Commission, 

On August 3, 1964, Mrs* Mary Brock, who now resides 
at 3519 30th Street, telephone swift 9-5545, Lubbock, Texas, 
advised a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of investigation 
that she has not been contacted by Mark Lane, attorney, or 
anyone representing Lane, concerning the Lee Harvey Oswald 
matter- she has not furnished a signed statement to anyone 
concerning the Oswald matter, and, to her knowledge, no one 
has taped an interview with her. 

She advised the first week of July 1964, she received 
a telephone call from a man who identified himself as George 
Nash, a law student at Columbia University, Who claimed he was 
calling from Dallas, Texas, and was doing research on the 
assassination of President Kennedy. Nash asked her if she was 
the one who observed Lee Harvey Oswald walk, or run, through a 
service station, in Dallas, on November 22, 1963, and she in- 
formed she had seen Oswald. He asked her some questions con- 
cerning Oswald's actions and terminated the interview. He did 
not ask her if she had seen Oswald shoot Officer Tippit of the 
Dallas Police Department, and she certainly did not tell him 
she had witnessed the slaying of Officer Tippit. 

She advised the only interviews she has had con- 
cerning Oswald were with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and the telephone conversation had with George Nash the first 
week of July 1964- 
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The report: of Special Agent Gamberling dated November 
30, 1963, on pages 74-76, sets forth interviews with w. W. Scoggins, 
who on November 22, 1963, was employed as a cab driver for the 
Oak Cliff Cab Company, Dallas, Texas. 

Scoggins advised that at approximately 1:25 p.m. on 
November 22, 1963, he was sitting in his cab preparing to eat 
his lunch. His cab at that time was parked on the east side of 
Patton Street facing north at 10th street at a point where a 
stop sign had been, but which had been removed. 

He observed a policeman in a squad car going east on 
10th Street at a slow rate of speed. This officer stopped on 
10th Street just east of Patton, got out of his car, and 
apparently said something to a man walking west on the south side 
of 10th Street. When the officer spoke to him, the man stopped. 

The next thing that attracted Scoggins' attention was 
a gun firing and he heard three or four shots, saw smoke near 
the squad car, and saw the officer fall beside the car on the 
driver's side. The man, whom the officer had stopped, started 
running, proceeding west on 10th Street to Patton Street and then 
south on Patton Street onto Jefferson Avenue. As this man passed 
Scoggins' cab, he muttered either "Poor dumb cop" or "Poor damn 
cop”, and he was observed to have a pistol in his left hand. 

On November 23, 1963, Scoggins identified bee Harvey 
Oswald as being the same individual whom ha had seen shoot a 
uniformed police officer of the Dallas Police Department in the 
400 block of East 10th Street on the early afternoon of November 22, 

1963. 

The report of Special Agent Gambarling dated April 15, 

1964, on pages 232 and 233, records an interview with Barbara 
Jeannette Davis, who on November 22, 1963, was residing in an 
apartment at 400 East 10th Street, Dallas, Texas, the apartment 
building being located at the southeast corner of East 10th Street 
and Patton Street. 
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She advised that shortly after 12 noon, November 22, 
1963, she had put her two children to bed for a nap and she 
had lain down with them. Her sister-in-law, Virginia Davis, 
was lying on a couch in Barbara's apartment at this time. 

Approximately 15 to 30 minutes later she heard two 
loud reports, which she thought were gunshots. She and her 
sister-in-law ran to the front door of the house and looked 
out. She observed a young white man walking across her front 
yard in a southwesterly direction, who had a pistol in his 
hand and who appeared to be trying to unload it. The chamber 
of the pistol was open and he was shaking it as he walked. She 
and this individual looked at each other and he then disappeared 
around the corner of the house on Patton Street. 

At this point she heard a woman, who was standing on 
the northwest corner of the intersection of Bast 10th Street 
and Patton Street, scream "He shot him, he shot him, he killed 
him", and saw her point toward a police car parked on East 10th 
Street, a short distance east of her residence. After seeing 
the police car approximately a house and a half from her 
residence, she went into her residence and called the police. 

She later went to the police car where she observed a uniformed 
police officer lying on the ground bleeding. 

Later that seme evening she identified a man in a 
line-up at the Dallas Police Department as being the same man 
wheat she observed walking across the front of her yard carrying 
a pistol and trying to empty it. She later learned the 
individual, whom she identified, was Lee Harvey Oswald. 

The report of Special Agent Gemberling dated April 15, 
1964, oca pages 234 and 235, records an interview with Virginia 
Davis, who on November 22, 1963, was also residing in an apartment 
at 400 Bast 10th Street, Dallas, Texas. 
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Virginia Davis stated sometime between 1 and 2 p.m. 
on November 22, 1963* she was lying on a couch in the apartment 
of her sister-in-law, Barbara Jeannette Davis, when she heard 
* loud noise like a blowout of a tire. After hearing a second 
loud noise, similar to the first one, she and her sister-in-law 
ran to the front door of the house and looked out* She 
observed a white man crossing the lawn in front of her residence, 
who was carrying a pistol and shaking it as if he were attempting 
to empty out some shells* He was walking in a southwesterly 
direction and disappeared around the comer of the house on 
Patton Street* 

At this point she heard a woman, later identified as 
Mrs* Msrkham, who was standing on the northwest corner of the 
intersection of Bast 10th Street and Patton Street, scream “He's 
dead, ha 5 s dead, he shot him, call the police*" She and her 
sister-in-law then went back inside the house and Barbara called 
the police* Shortly thereafter she and Barbara went to the 
vicinity of a police car, which was about 50 feet east of her 
home, and she observed an officer lying on the ground near the 
police car, who had blood on his face and chest. 


Later that same evening she identified a man in a line-up 
at the Dallas Police Department as being the same man she observed 
walking across the lawn in front of her residence emptying a 
pifltoi* The man she identified was Lee Harvey Oswald. 

It should be noted neither Barbara Jeannette Davis nor 
Virginia Davis actually saw the shooting of Dallas Police Officer 
Tippit, but they did observe Lee Harvey Oswald leaving the 

scene . 
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CITIZENS* COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 


ROOK 422 
156 FIFTH AVEHUE 
HEW TORE, H, Yp 10010 


YU 8^6650 


August 12, 1964 


Lee Rankin, Esq. 

General Counsel 
Presidents Coiamission on the 

Assassination of President Kennedy 
200 Maryland Avenue N.E* 

Washington, D.C. 2U0G2 

Dear Mr, Rankin: 

In accordance with the request made by you and by the Chief 
Justice, I mailed to you at the above address our tape recording 
of statements made by Mrs, Helen Louise Markham. 

This was mailed to you on July 14, almost one month ago. As 
of yet, neither my office nor I have received any acknowledgement 
from you, the Chief Justice or the Commission that the recording 
has been received* Also, I have received no further requests that 
It be sent. 

Kindly inform me as soon as possible as to whether you have 
or have not received the recording. If necessary, send this 
acknowledgement by collect telegram* 


Sincerely yours, 



Mark lane 


ML/rc 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL IIUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


^ASHINCTON C- 

August 12 M 19G4 
BY COURIER SERVICE 


Honorable J* Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President’s Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
trashington, D* C* 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

Enclosed are two copies of a memorandum dated 
July 31. 1964, at Dallas, Texas, and two conics of a 
r: c : *or a : &9 uia d a led Au gu s t ^ ; T9G A * a t IT ew York, Do ;v York, 
which set forth additional information we have developed 
through our coverage and investigation of ilnrk Lane, 

T7s will continue to furnish you with communications 
in duplicate con “.lining further results of our investigation 
and coverage at Ilari Lane* 


* or. oval ox classified material truimified 
herewith, this transmittal letter becomes unclassified* 

Since roly yours, 

* v/ - 




o 


Enclosures (1) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York , No\ 7 York 
August 4 , r 2 f* ^ — 

Commission No. /3?o 

Ro; Mark Lano ' “ - - — 

Security Matter - C 




All sources mentioned herein have furnished 
x'eliable information in the past unless otherwise indicated* 

The "National Guardian" issue of July IS, XS64, 
page 7, contained an advertisement reading* "One V/oek Only, 
July 20 thru 26 at S:30, Mark Lano on: ' Who Killed Kennedy? 
Theatre Tour, 424 W 55th St** LT 1-7877," 

Page 3, column 3j of this same issue contained an 
article entitled "Lane To Play Recording Challenged by 
V/arren, " This article read: "Mark Lane will present new 
evidence to show that Oswald could not have been the lone 

of President Kennedy at a series of public meetings 
to be held at Theatre Pour, 424 TC* 55th St* New York, 
beginning Monday night, July 20, and continuing through 
July £G, Tickets are available at the box office and at 
the Citizens 1 Committee ox Inquiry, 156 Fifth Ave*, New York* 
YU £-6350* Lane said the Controversial tape recording' 


*s- f>n 1 n * 

to d; 


'err ca has stated he 'ins every - 
. — dnaiu July 11) wall be played* 5 




The "National Guardian" is characterized in the 

“ r Arpeadix hereto* 

On Jul: C3. 1034, a first confidential source 
stated that on l‘sdr.:-s:.ay night, July 22* 1664, a program 
entitled ”Mo Killsu President Kennedy?" sponsored by the 
Citizens* Coxur.ixtee of Inquiry (CCI) was held at Theatre 
Four* 424 Tfest- 55th Street, New York City, from 8:30 p*m* 
to approximately midnight. This source stated the meeting 
was attended by about 175 people* This source also furnished 
the follov/ing information concerning details of the meeting; 
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The meet ins: was opened by a woman who identified 
herself as Doirdre Griswold, an of fleer of the How York 
Bi'anch of the CCI, Griswold stated the COX office v/as 
located at 156 5th Avenue, Hew York City, and had been 
in existence about four months. She stated the, CCI has 
sister organisations located in England, France and 
Denmark. She criticised the American press for its lack 
of coverage concerning the work of the CCI and Marl: Lane 
in their struggle for the "truth 11 relative to the circum- 
stances surrounding the assassination of President John F, 
Kennedy in Dallas, Texas, in November, 1G63. 

Griswold stated that, in England the Committee is 
headed by world-famous philosopher Bertrand Russell; in 
Denmark it is headed by leading legal authorities; and in 
France the organization is under the chairmanship of French 
author Jearwpaul Sartre. 

Griswold spoke of the work of Mark Lane in seeking 
the true facts concerning Lee Harvey Oswald, accused 
assassin of President Kennedy, and pointed out he had nnde 


ixve 1 
tours 


;o Dali: 


Texas, two transcontinental lecture 
and two triws to Europe in his efforLs lo convince 
intellectuals everywhere of the mysterious circumstances 
oi Kennedy T s death. She then introduced Mark Lane, 


T/ith regard to Deirdre Griswold, a second ccn- 
' ’ fidential source advised on September 5, 1963, 

• :: x-e : s Tor Id Party TP} az vac Labor Day 

TIP „ice which was held on September 2, 

1953, at Headquarters, 46 tfest 21st Street, 

Hew York Cit~* 

The TT73> is characterized in the Appendix hereto, 

The first confidential source advised Mark Lane 
craned his lecture vita a quotation attributed to the British 
philosopher Lord Hr skine, "Assassination is an net of patricide. 
Let us have a solemn pause before v/e rush to judgment," 
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Lane stated that accused assassin Lee Harvey Oswald 
had never had the /services of an attorney and that pretrial 
prejudice against him was overwhelming* He stated a great 
mass of information relative to Oswald as given out by local, 
state and Federal agencies was go prejudicial as to preclude 
any chance of Oswalds receiving a fair trial* 

( # 

Lane commented that immediately following events 
in Dallas, Texas, he planned to write a review for a law 
journal concerning Oswald and at that time never anticipated 
his involvement in the case* His article was thereafter 
refused by all liberal publications and finally published 
by the "Rational Guardian" which he termed the only publica- 
tion with courage enough to place his remarks on the defense 
of Oswald before the public* 

Lane stated the Dallas situation Immediately 
following the assassination was chaotic* A poll taken 
after the assassination, according to Lane, showed the 
majority of American citizens believed tho murder was the 
result of a conspiracy \ almost all felt it could be laid 
at the door of the right wing extremists* 

i 

Lane stated the photograph of Oswald holding the 
alleged murder weapon on the cover of "Life" magazine com- 
pared with the picture which appeared in "The New York Tiraes" 
newspaper and "Newsweek 11 magazine showed evidence that the 
photograph in "Life" had bs^n retouched* ■ In this connection 
be stntec That :: 'o member 22, 1153* the Dallas District 
Attcms-y, .r, ha a described the murder weapon as a 

cults: la-., a ca 1 line ter calibre* This rta~c- 

msnt had originally bean made by tho Dallas police officer 
who found t: : Terr*: and Lane illustrated this point by the 
use ci a rejector to show a photostat of tie police 

officer’s aili .mvi: . wa the files of the office of the 
Dallas District Attorney. 

Lane said he had a friend who had been kind enough 
to get him all the files of the Dallas District Attorney's 
Office concerning the Oswald case which were "swiftly returned" 
?*fter being carefully photostated* 


I 
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Lane attributed the following statements to Dallas 
District Attorney Trade on November 22 , 1DG3: The murder 
Weapon was a Mauser. Oswald was a Communist Party 
member and Oswald used the alias of "Lee, 11 Lane stated 
that oa November 23, 1GG3, the rifle was changed to a 6*5 
millimeter Italian Carbine and the alias was changed to 
"Hydoll, 1 * in view of these facts, the question arose in 
his mind, "Was the rifle switched?" 

Lane accused T/ade of having invented a taxi 
driver named Daryl Click who never -existed * Instead a 
person named William Whaley was suddenly produced as a 
taxi driver who gave Oswald a lift following the assassi- 
nation, Again the question arose in his mind, "Wore 
these individuals also switched?" 

Lane stated the head of the. Dallas Office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) had stated that 
the paraffin tests taken after the assassination were 
conclusive evidence of Oswald's guilt. This was a lie 
in Lane's estimation, for while paraffin tests can prove 
innocence r^^ly are acceptable as proof cl guilt* 

He stated that the records of the Dallas District Attorney's 
Office showed the .paraffin tests were positive on Oswald's 
±zce with evidence of some nitrates on his hands* Lane 
said this was by no means conclusive, for the nitrates could 
have come from handling ordinary paint. 

Lane ar ea rr usidsred the accusation that Oswald 
the killer : . Ins Felice Officer J. D* Tippit. An 

pointed out there was only one witness to the Tipper 
slayirp. a Fallas ‘.’Oman named Helen Louise Markham, He 
: ~2Z A r - zLj - ^raa the files of she Dallas District 

Attorney's Glide - a el e phone number for Mrs, liar kb am and 
called her to rn a^r srery firsthand, Mrs. Markh am stated 
she could not tall; :o .Lane because she was forbidden to do 
so by the FIX , .he ir-crot Service and the Dallas Police 
Department, Lane stated he told her she was an American 
citizen and therefore was free to talk to anyone. Sho 
again refused. Lane then told her he would be testifying 
before the Warrea Commission and was seeking her help. 

Mrs. Markham stated that if he was part of the official 
investigation by the Warren Demission, she could talk to 
him.^ According to Lane, ho told Mrs. Markham he was n$t 
an official of the Warren Commission but v/culd be testifying 
before the Conuisf='»^n in the near future. 
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Mr s. .Markham then told bin the nan who killed 
Tippit wore a gray jacket, had a short heavy build and 
had bushy hair. 

Lane pointed out that Oswald wore a brown shirt 
while at the Terras School Look Depository building on the 
norning of November 22, 1953, and was wearing the same shirt 
when arrested in the Dallas theatre following the assassina- 
tion* He stated Oswald had a slender build with a receding 
hairline. 


With regard to his conversation with Mrs. Markham, 
Lane stated he first denied having a tape of the call 
because he thought it was not really important. Later 
when 1 asked by the Warren Commission if ha had such a 
tape, Lane, claimed this tape was part of his client’s 
material. He explained that at that time Mrs, Marguerite 
Oswald, Oswald’s mother, was his client and would have to 
be consulted before he could give the Warren Commission a 
definite answer. In the neanti.uu* Lane said Mrs, Markham 
denied the "interview and, in fact, denied talking wo Lane 
at all. 

1 Lane stated that during his appearance before 

> the Warren Commissi on. Attorney Lee Rankin, in discussing 
the recording Lane mce of conversation with Mrs, Mar khan, 
asked am? if . farinas knee Lea’* conversation was b = a ag 
record r-d. La: : *.. . -d he chan cicidad he could non give 
* .the tare to the win Co amiss ion. Later he stated he 
wrote to - Chi f lattice Zcrl Warr ea asking that he not be 

proseuuttfd m-ee the tape to the Warren Ccmr.ission , 

tpon receipt c: a fitter Iron an assistant on the Warren 
Commission rha: " are would be no prosecution, Lane stated 

he then sent the cape to Warren, 

■* 

Lane stated two investigators from his office 
attempted to contact the Markham home at which time 
Mr, and Mrs. Markham refused to cooperate because they 
were under constant haras sr.cn t from the FBI and the Dallas 
Police Department. At this time, however, their 21-year- 
old son, James Markham, accompanied Lana’s investigators to 
their car and gave them information which Lane stated fee 
could not divulge at this tine. 


- 5 - 


n 


Records or the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Fites 


He: Mark Lane 


Lane commented that the following day James 
Markham was arrested by the Dallas Police Department on 
a chargo of burglary-* A few days later ha "fell from a 
window in jail" and since then has been in a critical 
condition at the Dallas jail hospital. Lane stated that 
all attempts to contact James Mar khan or his attorneys 
have failed. 

Lane then discussed the strange circumstances 
surrounding the life of one Warren Reynolds, a witness 
to the flight of the killer of Tippit* He pointed out 
the story of Reynolds was also covered in the February 23, 
1964, issue of the "Few York Journai-Amei'ican" newspaper 
by Columnist t Sob Considiac. 

Lane stated that after the assassination a man 
attempted to kill Reynolds, but this man was released 
by the P‘?TTp^ Police Department men he swore he was at 
the home of his girl friend at the time of the attempt 
on the life of Reynolds. Lane claimed this girl friend 
was a strip-teaser who had worked in Jack Ruby's night 
club. She was also arrested and later was hanged or hanged 
ierse If in jail. Lane further stated the accused boy 
friend in the- rhratvng of Reynolds has also disappeared. 

Lane a. 1. :d that the FBI, the Secret Service 
,and the Dallas Folnca Department failed to adequately 
proteev Frrsiamv- h comedy , Ze stated that despite the 
record of 'em os ^ which no described as "sloppy, " 

Chief Justice :L cast still depend on them for his 

ultimate judgment _n the case. He stated that all members 
of the Larrcn Cznatas ica are really Government employees in 
one form or another and, therefore, arc actually disqualified 
from serving on the Commission. 

Lane told of being stopped on a street in How York 
in bad weather by Agents of the FBI who accused him of 
taking a Government file pertaining to the Oswald case. 

Lane further stated there are always two FBI Agents present 
when he speaks. * 
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Thin source ctr.tcd that follov/ing a short 
intermission, Lane gave a brief description of the 
assassination scene in Dallas, Texas. * I;e stated the 
police agencies announced that a physical description 
of Oswald had been broadcast in Dallas, Texas, twelve 
minutes after the slaying of President Kennedy, which 
description follov'cd a roll call at the Texas School 
Book Depository building where Oswald had been o. ..ployed. 
Lane stated this was a lie as there never had been any 
roll call immediately following the assassination. 

Lane pointed out the local Dallas newspapers 
on November 22, 1DG3, contained a r.iap of the route of the 
Presidential no tor cade. For some reason, the route had 
been changed from the original plan and the change carried 
the President near the Texas School Book Depository 
building. Vho made the change? The FBI or the Secret 
Service? 


On the natter of radical evidence 
a shot entered the President's throat from 
meant that he t;:.s looking forward when hit. 


, Lane claimed 
the front which 
He stated 


the doctors involved in the e:-:ani nation of the 
charged their cri;:rnal analyses that the throat 
an entry wound an*, hnuer said it was an *:cit ::: 


President 
round was 
un&. 


Lane uhat one Hrs. Hill Ltard shots iron 

a direction other than the Te;:ns School Lech Depository 
huildlnr ant r - had heard four to s ih shots* hrs, Hi 
later stated c : aua r aen ikrantaneri hy the 1\3I and the 
Dallas Police fh . ~cnt and will no longer talk to Lane* 
Lane did, ncrev:r. play a tape recording of his first into 
View with Hrs. ha_I* 

This source stated that in conclusion Luna list a 
several pertinent questions: 

Why was the FBI. so inefficient? 

Yfhy did the parade slow down at the Te::as School 
Boole Depository building? * 
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According to this source, following his lecture 
Lane held a question^ and -answer period during which an 
unidentified person ashed Lane, "Do you feel there is a 
conspiracy with Government personnel involved? 11 Lane 
answered, "As a politician X know this cannot be answered. 
I want to work for truth.. I only want facts not theory,” 

A third confidential source who also attended 
the meeting of July 22, 1S.34, furnished substantially 
the same information concerning the meeting as furnished 
by the first source* In addition, the third source 
stated that at one point during his lecture, Lr.no stated 
that when he appeared before the Y'arr en Commission to 
testify he had asked that a copy of his testimony be for- 
warded to him at a later date, Then his copy arrived, he 
found the first five pages were missing* Lane then 
insisted that these pages be sent to him and when they 
arrived, according to Lane, they were all marked "Top 
Secret* 11 

On Monday, July 20, 1SG4, a fourth confidential 
source attended the Lane lecture hold at Theatre Kour, 

Now York City, and furnished substantially the same 
information as fur linked by the first source* In addition, 
the fourth rear; , :m;ci that at one point during the 
quest! ca arc an: m zzrtod lane was ashed that if he 
haa ::o w:.: ^ ard had obviously developed such a 

strong case, why had he not approached the President f s 
brother, Attcrca^ ‘laaral Robert Kennedy, and presented 
these faces ao aa_. :„ls source saated Lane was flunked 
and hesitat i b-i :r^ answering. Lane stated the Attorney 
General and the :n:rc orient agencies involved had as much 
or more inf ornatian than he did. 

According to this source, several people in 
the audience did not like Lane's answer and began yelling 
that Lane was not answering the question. Lane disre- 
garded the jeers and continued to answer other questions* 
This source stated that quite a few people loft *at that 
time. 

$ 
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On Tuesday, July 21, 1964, a fifth confidential 
source and a sixth confidential source attended Marl: 

Lane's lecture at Theatre Pour, Now York City, Both 
sources furnished information concerning this lecture, 
the content of which was substantially the same as 
furnished by the first confidential source* 

In addition, the fifth confidential source advised 
that on July 21, 1964, Lane made the statement that there 
were six witnesses in Dallas, Texas, who had not been 
questioned by the FBI, the Secret Service or the Dallas 
Police Department. Lane continued that he would be 
returning to Dallas soon himself ~ to continue his inves- 
tigation* 


On July 21, 1934, the sixth confidential source 
stated that when introducing Lane on that date, Doii-cra 
Griswold identified herself as the National Director of 
the CCI. 

* During the qu e s t i o n -and- answer period Lane 

discussed "new facts" received by his investigators from 
Janes Markham, the son of Helen Markham* According to 
+ ;/±s so^rro. it was indicated that Lane had learned from 
James Markham that Helen Markham 


« ^ . Tnis 

of the nest lr. r 
vculd be a ren 


source further stated that near the conclusion 
Lw e announced that in No v exb er , 1 £ S 4 , t h or e 
:r ■ *:§ in London, England, of nil CCIs 


threurbn- ,;t mo - or jd cn rhe Cswnli case* He stated mis 
confer erne real.. . nttmded by such notables ns the 
French author Jean- Paul Sartre and the famous Dr, Albert 
Schweitzer* 


On Tu :.r hr . July 23, 1964, a seventh confidential 
source furaisnec mheur.nticn concerning the Mark Lnne 
lecture given : n ;.nt iacs at Theatre Pour, New York City, 
the content of which was substantially the same as that 
furnished by the iix'st confidential source, la addition, 
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during this lecture, according to the seventh confiden- 
tial source, Lane stated that the law enforcement agencies, 
including the FBI, the- Secret Service and the Dallas Police 
Department, insist that only three bullets were fired during 
the assassination of President Kennedy, while they have full 
knowledge that actually more than three bullets were fired. 


v 


On Friday, July 24, 1SS4," an eighth confidential 
source attended the Mark Lane lecture given on that date 
at Theatre Four, Hew York City, the content of which was 
substantially the sas as that furnished by the first con- 
fidential source. In addition, the eighth confidential 
source stated that Lane remarked that according to witnesses 
more than three shots were fired during the assassination 
of President Kennedy. He also stated that using an Italian 
Carbine, allegedly the assassination weapon, it would be 
impossible to fire more than three shots in five and a half 
seconds. According to the eighth confidential source. Lane 
stated thn TV*nn "-f'y family had shown "great displeasure" 
with the FBI over the assassination. Lane also stated that 
he will publish a book before the end of the year and that 
the completion of the book is being delayed, awaiting the 
publication of the V.'arren report. 


teoc-rd • tc the eighth confidential source, 
curio* the -uss-u; - ..-.a -answer period folic .bag la..o’s 

lecture, _c was uc amour cue testimony and behavior 

of Karina Oswald, wife of Lee Harvey Oswald. 


In answer .c this question, Lane stated that at 
tv. s beginning ‘.'ir . i hr aid had declared her husband was 
innocent bat ait; a his death and after nine weeks of being 
held inconnunica; _ Agents of the FBI and Secret Service, 
she reversed her au-.'smaat. Lane stated that in some other 
countries this would be called "brainwashing,” 


On Saturday, July 25, 1234, a ninth confidential 
source attended the Lane lecture held that date at Theatre 
Four, Raw York City, the content of which was substantially 
the same as that furnished by the first confidential source. 
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On Sunday, July 26, 1SS4, a tenth confidential 
source attended the Lane lecture held that date at Theatre 
Four; New York City, the content of which was substantially 
the sane as that furnished by the first confidential source* 
In addition, the tenth confidential source stated that at 
the conclusion of the lecture, Lane announced that he would 
hold one more "holdover" lecture by popular demand on 
Monday evening, July 27, 1364, also' at Theatre Four, 

New York City* 
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!• APPENDIX 

“I IATIOMAL GUARDI AN 11 


The "Guido to Subversive Organi nations and - v . 
Publications, ” revised and published as ol December L, 
19olj prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
Arter lean Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the foliovring con- 
cerning the "National Guardian": 

' _ "National Guardian 

"l, r established by the American Labor 
- • Party in 19^7 as a "progressive" 

■ weekly * * * , Although it denies 

having any affiliation with the 
Cormnur.ist Party, it has manifested 
itself from the beginning as a virtual 
official propaganda arm of Soviet Russia, 1 
(Committee on T/n- American Activities, 
Report, trial by treason: the National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
• ROSILLERGS and MORTON SCCELL, August 2p, 
1S5S, p. 12.)" 



1 

\ 
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' 

W0P2CSES V.'OELD PARTY 




APPENDIX 


On Aoril 17, 1959 j a confidential source advised 
that on February 12, 1959, a Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 
minority group, under the leadership of National Committee 
member, SAM BA ELAN, split from the SWP, 

The source stated that this minority group, 
referred to as the Karcyit.es, after many years of program 
and policy differences on varied issues concerning tactics 
and interpretation of political events, split from the SWP 
on the grounds that the Parry Was liquidating itself by 
departing from the Marxist precepts of LEON TROTSKY and 
retreating from the fight for the world socialist revolution. 
The final issue which ultimately forced the split was the 
minority's opposition to the SW? re groupment policy which 
involved cooperation with the Communist party (C?) periphery 
individuals Characterised by the minority as petty-bourgeois, 

v *■ The minority program, according to the source, 

advocated unconditional defense of the Soviet Union and has 
as its goal the building of a revolutionary party with a 
complete proletarian orientation for the purpose of over- 
throwing c : :iue_.M. m in the United States and throughout 
the world. 


miner 1 


On May 12, l£o0, the source advised that this 
’ r : w -hi can the name Workers 'World Party, 


Cm April 2~. IS54, a second source advised that 
the Workers World Parry, which maintains headquarters, at 
45 Vest 21 at Street, Maw York, Mew York, supports the 
People's Ripufclic of China in its ideological dispute 
with the Soviet Union. 

The SWP and the C? have been designated 
pursuant to Executive. Order 10450. 
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OO lffg PB l iW idb lw i 


Commission No 


■/¥jy 


UNITED STATES DEPAIITM ENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF I N V ESTIG ATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

August 17 f 1964 


MARK LANE 


On August 5, 1964 t T~l f a confidential source abroad, 
furnished information as follows: 



Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: 


Key Persons Piles 


Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 


a 



tlPO . o — *55346 


GSA FORM U 
FES 6? 


Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 


! . 




GENERA! SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

ROUTING SLIP 


TO 


CO 


R1 


R2 


R3 


R4 


R5 


R 7 


RS 


R9 


RIO 


name and/or symbol 






3, 




4. 




5 . 


BUHDING, ROOM, ETC, 



f~l ALLOTMENT SYMBOL 
CD APPROVAL 
□ AS REQUESTED 
CD CONCURRENCE 
CD CORRECTION 
Q FILING 
[J FULL REPORT 

□ ANSWER Of ACKNOWL- 

y 


CD HANDLE DIRECT 
CD IMMEDIATE ACTION 
CD INITIALS 

□ NECESSARY ACTION 
CD NOTE AND RETURN 

CD OUR CONVERSATION 

□ PER TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 


0 READ AND DESTROY 
0 RECOMMENDATION 
0 SEE ME 
0 SIGNATURE 
0 YOUR COMMENT 
0 YOUR INFORMATION 
□ 


EDGE ON OR BEFORE . 

PREPARE REPLY FOR 
THE SIGNATURE OF _ 


REMARKS 


Ml "c ukuZjL, « tk 

’xitts vv% , AtsJc MA sl&dj 

..iJ ti . i La ^ 






FROM 


R4 


R5 


R6 


R7 


Rfl R9 RiO 


NAME AND/OR SYMBOL 


S/LA 


tg«Q— 65sa^« 


f 


BUILDING, ROOM, ETC. 


TELEPHONE 


DATE 


GSA FORM 14 
FEB 62 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



l It 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

August 19 , 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 






Honorable J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

In reply to your letter of August 4, 1964, enclosing 
a copy of a telegram to the President's Commission from 
Mr, Mark Lane, there are enclosed herewith two copies of the 
July-August, 1964, issue of "Fact" magazine * 

The statement attributed by Mr, Lane to Mr, Melvin 
Belli concerning a Dallas Police Officer and another who sought 
on November 23, 1963, to have Ruby approve the idea of killing 
Oswald appears on page 13 of this magazine* The article quotes 
Mr. Belli as stating that "the cop and his girl just 
disappeared" and he could never locate them. Since Mr. Belli 
cannot identif y t he Polt ^e^an and the girl friend 

rererFed T^Tby him, interview of Mr. Belli concerning this 
statement would not appear warranted. 

As you are aware, Jack Ruby has identified the police 
officer and his girl friend as former Dallas Police Officer 
Harry Olsen and Kathy Kay Coleman, a former employee of Ruby's. 
Interviews of Olsen and Coleman and related investigation do 
not indicate they sought any such approval from Ruby. 
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Honorable J. Lee Rankin 


In view of the above and in accordance with the 
telephonic discussion of Mr. J. William Hines of this Bureau 
with Mr. Burt Griffin of the President's Commission on 
August 17, 1964, Mr. Belli will not be interviewed concerning 
this matter, and no further investigation concerning the 
article appearing in 'Tact" magazine will be conducted unless 
specifically requested by the President's Commission. 


Sincerely yours, 


<3 
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In Reply* Pima** R*/*r to 
Film jVo. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Commission Mo* j ,// J? Cj 


Dallas, Texas 
August 21, 1964 


ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY, 
NOVEMBER 22* 1963, DALLAS* TEXAS 


By letter dated August 3, 1964, the President's 
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy advised 
that Mark Lane had testified before the Commission about an 
allegation that on November 14, 1963, there was a two-hour 
meeting at the Carousel Club between Bernard Weiss man. 

Officer J. D. Tippit, and Jack Ruby* In connection with this 
allegation, the Commission requested that photographs of 
Bernard We Usman and J* D. Tippit be obtained and exhibited 
to George Senator, Andrew Armstrong, Larry Craford, Karen 
Berrnet Carlin, Nancy Powell, and William D* Crowe in order 
to determine whether any of these individuals observed 
Weissman or Tippit at the Carousel Club at any time and 
whether any of these persons observed a meeting such as that 
described by Lane* 

Furthermore, the Commission requested that Bernard 
We Usman be re interviewed to determine his whereabouts on 
November 14, 1963, and in particular the evening hours. 

The Commission also requested that Mrs. J. D. 

Tippit be re interviewed as to whether or not she was aware 
of any contact between her late husband and Bernard We Usman* 

The Commission further noted that Ruby claims he 
did not know Officer J. D. Tippit, who was killed on 
November 22, 1963, but he did know another member of the 
Dallas Police Department by the name of Tippit* The 
Commission requested that this latter officer be interviewed 
to determine the extent of his relationship, if any, with 
Jack Ruby. 
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On August 20, 1964, Andrew Armstrong, Jr., Apart- 
ment C, 3821 Dixon Street, a warehouse employee at 
Goodman Produce Company, 1000 South Central Expressway, 
Dallas, advised upon viewing photographs of both Barnard 
Weissman and J. D. Tippit that he had never seen either 
individual before at any time, including the date of 
November 14, 1963, at the Carousel Club. Armstrong stated 
that Jack Ruby had mentioned to him at the time of the radio 
broadcast about Officer Tippit being shot that he. Ruby, knew 
Tippitj however. Ruby subsequently mentioned to Armstrong 
that it was another Tippit that was':shot, and not the one he 
knew. 

On August 20, 1964, Karen Bennett Carlin, Apart- 
ment 2, 1054 West Allen Street, Fort Worth, Texas, advised 
upon viewing photographs of J, D. Tippit and Bernard weissman 
that she had never seen either of these two man talking 
together or with Jack Ruby prior to the assassination of 
President Kennedy in November, 1963. 

Carlin noted that after Jack Ruby shot bee Harvey 
Oswald on November 24, 1963, there was a man who worked at 
the Carousel Club in Dallas, where she worked as a strip- 
tease performer, who vaguely resembled the photograph of 
Bernard Weissman, and who worked taking cover chargee and 
generally helping around the club. She stated she did not 
know this man's name, could not describe him, and did not 
know from where he came. She stated he was there at the 
club only a few nights, and she never did learn his name. 

She noted that she could not positively state that this 
person was Bernard Weissman, but he had a general appearance 
of Weissman. She further noted that it was very dark in the 
club and it was possible that she could be mistaken. 
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ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

Nancy Powell, 1217 Clarence Street, Fort Worth, 

Texas, advised on August 17, 1964, that she has performed 
in the past in a strip-tease act at the Carousel Club in 
Dallas, Texas, when that club was operated by Jack Ruby. 

Upon viewing photographs of Bernard Weissman and J. D* Tippit, 
Miss Powell stated that she has never seen either Weissman or 
Tippit in a meeting together at the carousel Club with Jack 
Ruby or anyone else. She does not know Weissman or Tippit* 

On August 7, 1964, Mrs. Marie Tippit, 238 Glancairn, 
Dallas, advised that she is the wife of deceased Dallas Police 
Officer J. D, Tippit, who was killed on November 22, 1963. 

Mrs* Tippit viewed two different photographs of her late 
husband which had been obtained on August 6, 1964, from the 
Dallas Police Department, and she noted that the photograph 
of her husband in plain street clothes was taken in 1952, and 
the other photograph of Officer Tippit in a policeman's uniform 
was a snapshot taken in 1957. She noted that the latter photo- 
graph is the better likeness of her deceased husband* Mrs. 
Tippit stated that she has no additional good photographs of 
her husband as he had always neglected having a studio phato- 
graph made of himself* 

Mrs* Tippit advised that Bernard Weissman is unknown 
to her, and she does not recall her husband ever having 
mentioned his name or having known such an individual* 

On December 16, 1963, Gayle M. Tippit, Detective, 
Special Service Bureau, Dallas Police Department, advised that 
he first began working for the Dallas Police Department in 
19„Q, and soon thereafter, he met Jack Ruby, who was at that 
tima operating the Silver Spur Night Club at 1717 South Ervay, 
in Dallas. Tippit was assigned to this area, and it was his 
duty to periodically check the Silver Spur, which was a 
combination dance hall and beer tavern. During this period of 
time, he became very well acquainted with Jack Ruby* He noted 
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that Ruby acted as his own bouncer and would forcibly expel 
anyone who caused trouble at the club* Ruby was very 
friendly and helpful to the patrolling officers and requested 
no special favors of the officers. 

In subsequent years Gayle Tippit had occasion to 
contact Ruby while the latter was operating the Vegas Club 
and the Carousel Club although his contacts in recent years 
have been infrequent. Tippit personally had no knowledge of 
any illegal activities on the part of Ruby, such as gambling, 
narcotics or prostitution. 

Detective Tippit advised he had not known Lee Harvey 
Oswald prior to the assassination of President Kennedy and 
had no information indicating a connection between Oswald and 
Ruby. 

Detective Tippit stated that on November 24 , 1963, 
he was on duty on the second floor of the Municipal Building 
at the time Oswald was slain by Ruby. Tippit was in the office 
of the Special Service Bureau and had no opportunity to see 
what was going on In the basement of the building. He did not 
see Ruby on that date* Tippit was not aware of the security 
plans concerning the transfer of Oswald to the County Jail 
but did note that he had to identify himself to patrolmen on 
duty on the > ird floor when he had occasion to go to that 
floor on the morning of November 24, 1963* 
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Commission No, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTTCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON* DX- 905*5 




August 21 t 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 


Honorable J, Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The Presidents Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington, D, C. 


Dear Mr* Rankin; 


Reference is made to your undated letter 
received on July 29, 1964, concerning the appearance of 
Mr, Mark Lane on the Barry Gray radio program over 
Station WMCA in New York City. 

Enclosed are two copies of a communication 
from our Dallas Office dated August 7, 1964, pertaining 
to our investigation of the allegation made by Mr* Lane 
alleging the existence of another female eyewitness to 
the murder of Officer J. D. Tippit. The files of this 
Bureau fail to disclose that Mr. Lane or anyone associated 
with him has ever furnished any information to the FBI 
indicating the existence of a second female eyewitness 
to the Tippit murder. No such individual has been 
Identified or interviewed by this Bureau and had we 
knowledge of such a witness you would have been promptly 
notified. 


Also enclosed are the two original recording 
tapes furnished with referenced letter and two copies of 
a verbatim transcription of the program prepared by this 
Bureau. A copy of each recording tape has been made and 
both will be maintained for future reference. 
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Honorable J* Lee Rankin 


The alleged announcements made by representatives 


of this Bureau* which are discussed on pages three and four 
of the enclosed transcription* are completely without 
foundation as no such announcements were made. 

No further action is being taken in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (6) 
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CONFID^IAL 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
VASHINCTOM, D.C. 2033S 


Ki> 


&fr1 

■PSt 


August 26, 1964 
BY COURIER SERVICE 


Honorable J„ Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
The President's Commission 
200 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C« 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 



•STJ1SSIFJE0 

«« 


There are enclosed two copies of a memorandum 
dated August 10, 1964, setting forth an account of an 
appearance of Mark Lane in Florence, Italy, on June 17, 
1964, 


Upon detachment from the classified enclosures, 
this letter may be regarded as unclassified. 


Enclosures (2) 


Sincerely yours. 
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ON 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C* 20535 

August 10, 1964 


rift, 

. mark lake 

|)4 f | L'C/Vwib’t-l'l 1 . je>» 

Another Government agency having Investigative 
jurisdiction abroad made available the following Information 
on August 4, 1964: 




In Reply, Pfaoif Refer to 
FU* No. 


On June 17, 1964, at the premises occupied by 
the communist- inspired Cultural Center of Florence, 
Italy, located at Via Ghibellina #87, there took 
place the preannounced speech of American Attorney 
MARK LANE on the theme "How Was President Kennedy 
Killed?" 


MARK LANE was born at New York, New York, on 
February 24, 1927, possesses passport number 067352, 
issued at San Francisco, California, on March 25, 
1964, and arrived at Florence, Italy., during the 
evening of June 17, 1964, where he stayed at the 
Hotel Carlton Florence. He was accompanied by 
ANNALISE DABELSTEEN, who was born in Denmark on 
May IS, 1941, is a Danish citizen, and possesses 
passport number 2301298, issued July 5, 1961, at 
Nikobin* 


The event held on the evening of June 17, 1964, 
was organized by the Cultural Center and by the 
Italian Association of Democratic Jurists, Some 
seventy persons attended the event. 

MARK LANE was officially introduced at the 
event by communist Attorney PASQUALE FILASTO who, 
after a lengthy discourse on the purposes of the 
meeting, gave a full biographic account concerning 
LANE* In particular he noted that LANE is a lawyer 
who specializes In Judicial actions of public law; 


CONFIRM 


GRpUp 1 

Excluded ffam automatic 
d o wn £ ra d fORn d 
declassification 


*V*WED BY FBl/JFK TASK PDRQE 


IN FULL 


□ H?L0\SF IN PART 
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He : MARK LANE 

that LANE is occupied with the problem of racial 
segregation; that because of his firm positions 
favoring integration he has been tried and acquitted; 
that he was a deputy of the State of New York for 
the support received by President Kennedy during the 
course of the election campaign (sic) ; that he had 
been requested by the mother of LEE HARVEY OSWALD to 
defend the memory of her son; that this activity had 
caused him to receive a series of threats by letter 
and by telephone in the United States; that in the 
United States he is compelled to travel under police 
protection; that after having tried to have the 
thesis of the innocence of OSWALD prevail in America, 
he is holding a series of conferences in Europe; and 
that he recently had had similar debates in Paris, 
Budapest, Copenhagen, and Rome aimed at determining 
the opinions of Europeans concerning the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy* 

LANE gave his talk in the English language. 

His remarks were translated simultaneously into the 
Italian language by an interpreter. LANE * S comments 
were kept on a strictly juridical and technical 
level * 

Basing his remarks upon the innocence of OSWALD, 
LANE illustrated by convincing arguments the thesis 
of which he has made himself the sustainer and prop- 
agandist, that is, to find an exact answer to the 
tragic questions posed by one of the most difficult 
problems of American history. 

The "Kennedy Case" which by hurried, contra- 
dictory, and self-serving conclusions the commission 
of inquiry had decided to consider closed is, instead, 
still unsolved and requires that the following be done: 

That light be shown on the shadows which 
burden the assassination above and beyond 
the versions of the facts as given to the 
American public by propaganda; that true 
significance be given to the event; that 
the truth be found by investigating, 
seriously and impartially, the difficult 
political undercurrents in which are 
hidden the true interests, authors, and 
instigators of the crime. 

COIi^TlAL 
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After a detailed review of the events which 
preceded and followed the death of the President , 

LANE , by a systematic selection of conclusions, now 
critical and then again with humorous. shadings, 
spoke of the versions which gushed forth from the 
investigations of the police* 

He concluded reaffirming his conviction that 
behind the secrecy of the FBI and of the commission 
of inquiry there are hidden events of which the 
American people have not been made aware* 

To lend weight to his thesis, LANE made use of 
documentation which he has from time to time shown 
to the public. In particular, he read from and 
commented on copies of the magazine "Life" and photo- 
graphs showing OSWALD with the crime weapon; copies 
of his testimony made behind closed doors to the 
commission of inquiry (After having read the first 
part of this document, he revealed that the document 
was classified "Top Secret" for which reason every 
revelation made by him, according to American law, 
constitutes a grave crime.) ; photoetatic copies of 
confidential documents which came from the archives 
of the police of Dallas; and copies of the results 
from medical and laboratory reports. 

He also made use of a panel upon which had 
been drawn the itinerary followed by the Presidential 
cortege up to the moment of the crime* 

At the conference LANE was to have followed his 
talk with a public debate which, however, did not 
take place because of the lateness of the hour. 

LANE and ANNALISE DABELSTEEN left Florence on 
June 18 , 1964* 
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COHFlD^m 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHlWCTOff, 1>,C, 20535 

August 10, 1964 


In Reply, Plea** Ref * r to 
File. No* 

'CIA HAS NO 08JECTKW TO • 

QBCUIS3JRCATI0M AiJO/OR, 

RELEASE OF C!A LVOrVMTiQtt 

MDttDQCUMBft. J g/J MARK LAKE 

Another Government agency having investigative 
jurisdiction abroad made available the following information 
on August 4, 1964: 



On June 17, 1964, at the premises occupied by 
the communist-inspired Cultural Center of Florence, 
Italy, located at Via Gfaibellina #87, there took 
place the pre announced speech of American Attorney 
MARK LAKE on the theme "How Was President Kennedy 
Killed?" 


MARK LANE was born at New York, New York, on 
February 24, 1927, possesses passport number 067352, 
Issued at San Francisco, California, on March 25, 
1964, and arrived at Florence, Italy^ during the 
evening of June 17, 1964, where he stayed at the 
Hotel Carlton Florence. He was accompanied by 
ANNALISE DABELSTEEN, who was born in Denmark on 
May 15, 1941, is a Danish citizen, and possesses 
passport number 2301298, issued July 5, 1961, at 
Nikobln* 

The event held on the evening of June 17, 1964, 
was organized by the Cultural Center and by the 
Italian Association of Democratic Jurists* Some 
seventy persons attended the event. 

MARK LANE was officially introduced at the 
event by communist Attorney PASQUALE FILASTO who, 
after a lengthy discourse on the purposes of the 
meeting, gave a full biographic account concerning 
* LANE. In particular he noted that LANE is a lawyer 
who specializes in judicial actions of public law; 


CGiitoriAL 

gW i 

Excluded automatic 
down d fri & v and 
declassilicatioih 


REVIEWED 3Y FBVJFX TASK FORCE 

ON a/n^> 

OK RELEASE RJLi 

□ RELEASE IN PART 

□ TOTAL DENIAL 
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MARK LANE 


that LANE is occupied with the problem of racial 
segregation; that because of his firm positions 
favoring integration he has been tried and acquitted; 
that he was a deputy of the State of New York for 
the support received by President Kennedy during the 
course of the election campaign (sic) ; that he had 
been requested by the mother of LEE HARVEY OSWALD to 
defend the memory of her son; that this activity had 
caused him to receive a series of threats by letter 
and by telephone in the United States; that in the 
United States he is compelled to travel under police 
protection; that after having tried to have the 
thesis of the innocence of OSWALD prevail in America, 
he is holding a series of conferences in Europe; and 
that he recently had had similar debates in Paris, 
Budapest, Copenhagen, and Rome aimed at determining 
the opinions of Europeans concerning the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy. 

LANE gave his talk in the English language. 

His remarks were translated simultaneously into the 
Italian language by an interpreter, LANE’S comments 
were kept on a strictly juridical and technical 
level . 

Basing his remarks upon the innocence of OSWALD, 
LANE illustrated by convincing arguments the thesis 
of which he has made himself the sustainer and prop- 
agandist, that is, to find an exact answer to the 
tragic questions posed by one of the most difficult 
problems of American history. 

The ’’Kennedy Case" which by hurried, contra- 
dictory, and self-serving conclusions the commission 
of inquiry had decided to consider closed is, instead, 
still unsolved and requires that the following be done: 

That light be shown on the shadows which 
burden the assassination above and beyond 
the versions of the facts as given to the 
American public by propaganda ; that true 
significance be given to the event; that 
the truth be found by investigating, 
seriously and impartially, the difficult 
political undercurrents in which are 
hidden the true interests, authors, and 
instigators of the crime. 
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After a detailed review of the events which 
preceded and followed the death of the President, 
LANE, by a systematic selection of conclusions, now 
critical and then again with humorous. shadings, 
spoke of the versions which gushed forth from the 
investigations of the police. 

He concluded reaffirming his conviction that 
behind the secrecy of the FBI and of the commission 
of inquiry there are hidden events of which the 
American people have not been made aware. 

To lend weight to his thesis, LANE made use of 
documentation which he has from time to time shown 
to the public. In particular, he read from and 
commented on copies of the magazine "Life" and photo- 
graphs showing OSWALD with the crime weapon; copies 
of his testimony made behind closed doors to the 
commission of inquiry (After having read the first 
part of this document, he revealed that the document 
was classified "Top Secret 11 for which reason every 
revelation made by him, according to American law, 
constitutes a grave crimed ; photostatic copies of 
confidential documents which came from the archives 
of the police of Dallas; and copies of the results 
from medical and laboratory reports. 

He also made use of a panel upon which had 
been drawn the itinerary followed by the Presidential 
cortege up to the moment of the crime. 

At the conference LANE was to have followed hie 
talk with a public debate which, however, did not 

take place because of the lateness of the hour. 

** 

LANE and ANNALISE DABELSTEEN left Florence on 
June 18, 1964. 
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UNITED STATES D EI'AKT ME NT OE JUSTICE 
FE 1 J It It A L DUIlEAU OF IK YESTI C ATJ ON 

WA3BIK6TOK 25, D.C, 

■Aucuot 31 , 1064 
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llAfiK LAKE 
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- -Ifrrvd r f 


A 1 .. itiyf . ‘ . ,d “ r hr.' th-i ?r ■ ,: -f r.-. frit. Vhiro 
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C5Svij,cci triit the, ' oti. g**r,i f; ■ - ’ i jr.j'Jti C.i-' 

t-tli .v.-h tr.;a, ' ,-■ - r: 1 t - - r.vy :j i-tt. It :o t li: 

-.hit t 0 f : r-i- -. 2 . vi:; vo - - ■ - U-'--- 7 * roci^s 2 

V ■ **thd o-vota or- . .■: /wiyh. ov - ;t in fro r .-_ j .tf thg prutic ■..;.: 1 
-i'-'hh". J« ; ■ -. • .-. i" ■' v;. ' Ur Vdd f- - • 

:.h-w f . v:htoli . ■. . * *- si 1 tj t fe-.Jt ty “ht twthfd S::-r- t 

r,..v>r. dr Ivor, , vw-ly ?ii. # if the oi:oto irio.d row fr-5 

hr .. .itd* Ur t^.ir.iy / . hoy X - r , 0. 3 :. <f ,h- . 

^ 4 :h:or. -;,t '.fw e- -.vy, .,• travel wf -, vh« 
oe_h, 3 c oh , d ir ;• ; o ' - ; ,t t ;.o 7 h - n h ** 1 . r c> f i rc?a . ;h 1 ;^.crtt S-rviii 

r r.n f ■ . ■h-.tOo i ■■•>’, -■ • •• .. )c«srj-f Vi t -hit 

to tM i.-r.:.:. i.tiicw.r, .' -3 .v 'P 

Wfixr- Wi-iVi.: V- ■-' - _ ii: v.r 


yhc.o ji 4 ayv.c fvt tht lo.jao of .;.u efisa cooM V. : .t hh yfjl . Cr,o 

y;-5.h;-V/y aih.vii.,.; ..: v to th. :'t % -ho ,..t. .1 c .rf.5 t :o 

shots i :-,j ■ ; ; r.tthfrr.;;-. . f ihj vohUlt - - f-f.rt rh.i f fi.r; 

f:c oh- -..-vt r r.-’ ... ‘ hi j • . . . ■. h; , ” ;«v. 

. <• ■. ■ '- ■ FiSvI* ■ 'V 

h tha :V.a f- , r r‘ hh Ai .* . v th 1 = d ,> t . . , it h^r : t 

Slv frr ^w..r,;h ... - ^ ft f , . 

t.uhjf > h IV - * \c ^A r. V • --t r ; : flfww it; w 
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In ihSs cenRoeUca it ie r. seaworthy- r'zo that it -La ir .;* seiblo :j 
obtitr. i 3 orifirvlc of rhrt 'Z*' *-* V : Vf;r: -v-r. 

weapons. Wher. ■-*.••.• a.vtatsft ; u-U*. : - p;.:v: .... :f C; 4 aU*i, .rr. a - 

tho only or- ever s; r. - -ho c..Vi.-v : h.'k yrv-r.i , Hack h i eat f;r 

rcoucna ivJileh novcr Si:n cxr,Ii- -. It i!j iiflisytt to rt: .11 j„t 

occasion for fc; t & hajisLv.i in 


I 


1 . 

' 

i 


* . 


?ho tfritlsvit ty Polite Officer ’p-itre n, vho fet tercS the book 
deposs tory bui ! .-'■ r-r, et-.i-v-T that ’r- f t.q al ‘ ■• -_ .3 ns.-iis* rifle 
-ho -Utah r!oer. [:t vi: firs; i- - ■„ rifle r.„; 

feuai C 7 , the fifah fit:-, Vat thiu ' .it coot. i.lv_ It jo :.: t 
?,&5 "♦ r.viswt* U‘3 ifco fallvAzz 6c# t tfca ?.2. :, Jsrotd a - j ..^t 
procUnrtticft. Gw; I* r.(-4 fAttfau.* ir. oh -vC> r. V. V -r. •..> --* 
carbSr:o. E>. V - isv.ciiatoly nit .v&'thv nationality fend ,cizo cf 
hi a Vvo^r, to bonfta:! to the :..vvvt* 

&V3:tl yhotCjjrarha have bean jaifclts,; .4 of the uurdcr ucy -n* 

On ?Antpy 21, life r. -is* clrrv,a an its eever a p'eivrc of ’ 

Osaalc Vith thi ; :.. -aw v. > .1 ;r,-jii.ni .: f.y tr.i Iff. - r 

CtpnisI". On p : Oi I_t:jc cJtpiri-j :1 that the pnatayrt-;.?. «ts 
iJTi : h rch or i ; r I ^ •:• -i ■ 

JVS^-wA his ;.£-_-■ ir, i}t;. :h- r - ■ -■ v:- _t fi a 

pic’-jrca cf the ill; “.i r.uriar ■ ;r ■ Iry v, :,r. t,.- : i r.ta h: 

ita 1 1 ts yol i cc a v*- 1 : r. . 'lie rif lv t ; t - caff , .- . * r. tp r ; = r. : v , 

c*at:i fit: it v.ti 1 le ir.yicctbic to . -’.2 the t:.,-; : ;r. the r_fl 
Xn rifci; vlt*. - c v fia t. -.: . .. , ;~ 

ts T t ,'j; left' c ;t thg tc it Or. . £, } . _■ . >. 

used Vhi s-r.c tut r-i*-.-: .r i,r. ..... I. .r, 

cfp f.prii 1J tho Lit it V ti-f. ■- tf L fe thir e,. ; ttture 

rn its Civtr ha t-o ?*. t-Mtlct h-i : - ftVr^ry 21, i ai ;r. . _ . . 
isaue cr. pe,"o IS i% >.. f *h^ ec.-.e via r; ■_ th i: m flc tittrei. 1 1 
^ thht.elliitr.a ; -..■ X hJ..,- - 

tft t.-. j rn-/ ; 


r.ctrr-itc th* , t j ■ cireaiwtei oy 
the Iteail fetid ?r-:t ct 2’ f.:r. Let .V.t2 t- Ct.t 

tavtl I * c :' , r tar : r If.ct. ; , .: . 

C^-ie .--e a ce-tHii :-.:t its t r.;%- t._ st-r :* 'lart. : 

ever;'-'. Ihttu .*ee —tea i*y* - ..i a . . . . ■ at,. .y v.e 

6sxi rc sttry f::t Iaj Lvv tf.Lc^r t" > a* . . ;; ... s i 

ii r.. tarx.ar .at '.-a v,v^ t:. • . . . ;ut ttv’-.-r + .^t» iL . . 

revaT /-t ..r Ctvv’.i. ?c : j it; s r.ti ytt to lc 

^U;Iterad ty e s^-la ar,*ar 70 tl*t‘ :: ‘ ^ 


*«L* 


Stilts rolieo 
to cet* fetish ■ 


tcai: t. jtrtiVic v . of vs -tit "a : 


tni h:_tts ts 


tf tre UIlt_ ?c_.xe, f :sae Odeey* •: .f en f r- - >, ..r 2$ that -..'jo 

Tir^lt; cf ‘.".c test ' : ’. iv* Co-fi i. hL tjetseir”* ire p_rect.r ,f 

the ‘•LI. _t the . ■'. la.-fart ‘erth ..- c T r ' . 

tut.ii "I 1 tv: tt r. tht ;o.rtffin ‘ f.a per . teet rrtv v s t ..; 
Cr.f.'.M hid r,itrt-.:: -j t ,v. H - .. . . . '.: :' :*. \.r: : ■ 2 : : 

fired t. rifle ’.r. ... v-.r: ■ • l\,t ly ;LI :. .r.r. UiUt- *t 

. trove tr.y push tlv.. , It -is It;.; f:. .vaV:f Sh.t - ; ..t on Ct a 1 3 

fete '.rs in f.’.et re. ../c, t. . it v:r; «r — ;:I y fir^i t 

rifi; i.-.>. J.v ■■' " jrr : 't._ t 

■■ • • ••'. 

Or-rnld, it oil! ct r ' ’ ' i, t:vc or; v ': iy err. ' -1 el, rjeri . -h 

ths rtr.htr tf Phtr f I .htti . ?. k ’ ? ,u :; ’*Co ;;,.h cr. 

sve;htr 22 ty a v:, -ahe first a‘‘yh;y . I. Is i:i c># ., V.;.n 

hir. if ;tt feat of tit J . VV t ertry ctl., ,- c r in t .:; nMttr.y 

shfei htr uftk i fit.ttpl. : Ijs holtifi I.. t, ■■ >■ . -.1 L. 

the :.;ic ty.-.;;tr, :,h \u this tr-u, t V. e ‘.;U * , ' . 

1 of t 4 -:. -'- r, -ilcnti :,f . -r t: ;vir.- i- . ■ he. it, y 

tho nJ., tie 'lecfevt Service r,.ti r ,.y yf-er o:V ? r: ,■ : ha a :, 
net htr.lv.ci v k .i s-,- tht o‘. . vjf. - / ..r* : ’•• . : . .;■ 

iazvri ;Iw of :I... ■ tl.^r l;.s s.. !• . n * •"* 

]■-:■ — ; 1 :.r tf:,. .:■...! t&it the kUl.r .. I ,t *• . . r ... r .... 

fc.t, thL;. vt ( I :.h: . I I th; : . . 

nu.-ie:-' ah.j : . J ffLv.n ve t .o ^lv . 1'^ ■ , ., 

'netvy, /=,%4 »,.\4 by sly r,.-r." flkiV'/i .-•. erlp,:. • ' - iC ,-ts th.-i 



Records of ihe John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection: Key Persons Files 




1 




* ■ ; - 

M 


*v : * 

. 


In this coateeticn it is r.it.'.vorv.y - 1 : so that it is ;r ti 
obtain i. :> sf — : ; : - *f .a vanr. . '•- — 

^har, ta.-* : a y.::c^ . < cf 

the cwkly era £Vv'f r: r. - thfl £..Vi*v <•'. Gretas* v a VUshfcd ©Ui fir 

ruse as vhJeh h:v, sever he an «*;.! a-. It iy ©if: cult to ra; ;1I ar. 

o-ensfe-?. fer so fftlairioatioiv M ^hets^rayhs £4 in 

the Ci-a^d caso. 

?he affidavit fcy Felice Officer ‘. :.n t the fitter© * the VoO>. 

6 epos ft cry btil :c, i"'* th*t h- i'-.r.j a!:* : rff.. ;... 

■SJio sixth f?oar* (n ■•••sc -i fit-* i.tttttai ©4 th.©* • - rifle haf Ma. 
found tn the fifth flc:.-, but thU i.'n utr-r. *tvar;-i.} •; ■ -o a M.-:- _r. 
f.fij =“. r_va»r v F/-. -J tho Mt: -.' ■ tfca »>. •:, :* ic-j-.*.l it* f—\* 
jroa 1 fcssvSi trs* C v» a 1 i :. r-t yu ?: .• •. ■ ... 4 : a m ra> :^55 .-. .-aiitf* c.> 
carbine* D. *.* Mae laAcdiaialy a I t© *- c e ' th-* c^tica-.lLhy ar.d .si a*, o? 
hi 5 tuAitift; to to the :a:. 


Several yhoto£r&;hs hav* boas yolHc 1 of tha tlhtr-ci t‘^ir -<i;_ 

6a Fahrj'-ry hl t : jfs r.tjaaine etrra-o »n iia erver a Mcv-rfi of :a 
OSJS-'W vith th.ii --win a h: vaci v: . : 1 If-sii.rt . . Cy f,f.d Cii. r 


Oa £VfX tO| fife ex^la.ncd thftt ftt via 

■r ^ J}. L is . . U AJ t o t r. . X . : . I . t Go v. id 


r?i?o.t j . , u.i p ^ r 

durir.^ i^rah o“ :\pr;l -f 

Ms ?U-*1 is ^..;. v .•^.-,-1 c--f- . ii a 

pievoro cf ti:a all.y : : orior : v : ■, . :..n lj ir.ts 

^:jo£ laiico Thy ?Jfic : sj.f'fa.va-., »...-•- 

otitci that it Wi.-aM to * -;i: - .hit to ,11 tr.i tr.; \ r t the r_f : . 

in : *. :'■- 1 r y^urc* .. ■ ' roj; : - . . Z& 

£5 .= 1 .-t: left? CVi tf . . L :r Cr. h ■ „J- o 

tisoi tha i.xtc siit pair^s! iw <.7, Jt*Uiv-v r^f. 

ca /. -"il 1J t.-.o Lot:n '■. oriror. iilti :.. of Ji fa r;r. ::i “ho so-.. 
tn its caver as - v iiatioa h i r„ h.- ry 2?lj i-t in - - 

iszua ;a page at hr :’, tec sans >:-. r: ..th th . nfie t 

j 3 at thtx znij^hi .> :_ai^lAv t r 

is ~h j T7. -- ? 

ftis^fccod trr.o-.rnin^ th_ w , a ... : a r I re C ■.;■ 

xha ..tracittid :s tr. . 2J f, ;n i- C'.l: r.- -.;i 

Cr-^t-i*r f ";r os.- • r :f_c“.r i.t - '- '. '_ _ . 

-i a tr^4 ^ :*. a-ts fc *st-h :r. - - 

L-rzr^‘ ,rz* ,‘hrsc: ....*ra -oacr .•>_?, .*t •_ . ■ .. t-v 

ftttiro -very ;'rox L,o ihv a.h . ,r o 

iA h,S cot ^ *u..o s;_ ; , , : s.- . . ...- utut* ..i L 

r.cvar khtfr^n ?o ry kct‘*L^d^ this ctrr.c"txn Jxo yet to to 

-rvtiiajwd ty t lor F h t. jar Troika*- -» 

cf G*Aiic‘o f- _e ._r I hejite ta 

Tr? ta oatablirh eh . - ha h-d fa rod c ..af,ar ,-.v r Zh. 7.‘~i lahof 

cf tV, ZcZlhA f::aj C . .\h ah. st : ': ■ ■:% - Z> that - , 

rc-t'-t - - cf tno tti". ""lvj: C- . j i: -1'- a-i-.r: m”, :..t U-rcct;r .f 
the Lt t .:; ’. - h:t ‘trth -■ .. : * c ■ ■' tr—--.*. - ..-. 

SUV-i; " I have sc at. ;,.-hhr - ; . „V.i -r.r-ff*: vast ‘-^t 

Ca:f?.:d h:-i nitrat: >-4 i e. h_. :t t f t:. I . ;rcvi- K> 

fired & rif le; .r. . v- T r; T .- 22*' 1 hoi v ;hi:: . ■ r ’t.’.llc: :t net 

prova ir.y s«.'h th.. :, . : .,23 Iv; .: i:. - .■-■'.-.i th.t v.- : . t c.v Ca *--< s 

fcca fr* is fact \ivz t l-j ,t;i- . it -"r ur :ly h, fic.f a 

vjn;. 11!=^ 4.-.J. r-.- -. . r' :.-a* ' 

ill'.. ' " J . V' . - . • .•••'• *•: 


Ttfl Valiev teale a y, raff ic 

ftr -d 


it will ht rod.il Icsdp watt c 7 . hv-tiy arr ■; 1 - J -.1 ah: ajed with 
the r :or cf h'-tr ■ '1 • Ti - , c It. ' ' : r - ' , : • . .. * c.% 

f ova- stir 7,2 ;y a . :. h\o ,h rar as:y;;;. ?. .- in s.-g ... V.ur. c .. . ■; 

Kir. tc itt c-; ef t '- i'.v.aittry r-a- - - ^ r m .. .j r. . 

Shot fcir. with 2 y. *soZ. Mao h-: lea ;* v; . .-., . . 

Vfja f.rle iya-^-hf... -t tv V'.aa :h:.v, ^ the y r.l ‘ ,1 i-.-.t; i. . 

of ih: .. .at, r . : . ."M, > 

tho f , J , , ;ha ■; . r^t "Wit j t.-if .- ;.- itco %■ f’ v -■■ .1 c : v 

Act .it itted V: d Chi ;v. M.l . : , V ;..'.y 

descri-.iion cf the a\ t;,.r was . a ■ :• -V% . : 

l:>. a Ititr taw. .!vi il-.t the ail', r i ri.. r^.,. . a . - 

fc,r # ' -"■■■■-■ ■ 3 ; ..... m .:\ t ■ i . , . : 

Kyi'idLvr hlch s*:,j hwt ;;iv. a ia too a. . - - t ".h- 

heavy, tui f id Vjv)i/ hair. w (?ht*y>l . . , .t-.. t : { ;;! . a ... . 


Records ol the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection; 


Key Persons Files 



Records of the John F. Kennedy Assassination Collection; Key Persons Files 


indicate the import:.:: co of such on invest! ration. I am indebted to ]'r. 
1-ark Lane , the how York criminal lawyer vho ttas appointed Counsel for 
Oswald lights mother, for such of the loft ration in this article. Ur. 
Lane 1 b enquiries, which arc continuin'', dcnrrvo vddosproad support. 

A Citizens* Cerjaittoe of Inquiry has boon established in Mow York h 
for such a purpose, and coiparaclo coanittuos are boinr set up in 
Europe, 

In Britain' X invited pcsnlo orrdnenr in the Intel lectin 1 lif e of the 
country to join a "Who billed Kennedy Co. i taeo 11 , which at the moment 
of writing consists of the followinj pev Ur* John Ardour, playwright; 
Hrs, Carolyn ■/edgwood "an, frcir. Cine in, , wife of Anthony Uodgwood 
2enn, r-L?.; Lord Lcyd-Orr, former direct . -general of the U.I?* rood and 
Agricultural Crjanisati ; a and & koboi pc-.-o^ rri^e Vinner; !!r. John . 
Calder , publisher; Professor \;i 1 - far*, :en, Prof l near of Snjlish 

Literature at Sheffield University; :>* ; . sh ol Foot, "ember of 1 . 

Parliament; hr. Kingsley Martin, former editor of the few S tatesman ; 

Sir Compton haekonzie, writ or; J&\ J> B, Priestley, playwright and 
author; Sir Herbert Bead, art critic; hr.. Tony Richardson, fils 
director; Ur, Mervyr. 3tookv;ocd, Bishop of fouth^ark; Professor huyh 
Trevortpopor, Semite Professor of ihaern h : story at Oxford “University; 

Hr. Kenneth Tynan, Literary of t he. 'rational Theatre; and 

myself, ’ - - 

Uc view the problem with the utmost seriousness. th 2, Sa&assies have 

lor.;; reported to Tednihgton vorlci-wido disbelief in the official 

charges against Oswald, hut this has never hr.cn reflected by the • 

American press* I'o U.S* television projra v e or mass circulation 

newspaper has ehallsr. w; the permanent bari; of all the allegations - 

that* Oswald w r or- n. :- sin, nun that he at ted alone- It is a task 

W’h^sh as la fa no tar - people. 

^ . 

, •, , * * 

<; - # 

Bortrand ?uun.oli, 

i 

k 2oca <22, 1~S Tifx. . ixag, Sas Ycr>, S.Y . (teiepfcar.a; YU S-c55C) t 


